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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


SIR GEORGE PEPLER is to be the first recipient of the Town 
Planning Institute’s new Gold Medal. p. 406 


THE COMMITTEE to review methods of placing building 
contracts has now been appointed. It will meet under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Howard Robertson on March 20. p, 407 


NO BUILDING lacking aesthetic merit, not evoking a genuine 
pietas, and playing no part in the landscape should be allowed to 
occupy a site needed for something else solely on the grounds 
that it is unique, Mr. Osbert Lancaster has told the RIBA. 

p. 410 


AN ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITION is announced 
for the lay-out and design of a parish church, to-be built on the 
blitzed site of Liverpool’s old St. Luke’s Church. p. 412 


“UNLESS the present planning procedure is altered, the City 
will not be planning for development, but planning for bank- 
ruptcy,” said Captain Alfred Instone at a meeting of the Court 
of Common Council on March 5. p. 422 


THE COUNCIL of thé NFBTE has made a recommendation 
to members on the procedure to be adopted on Coronation day. 
p. 428 


“IT HAS BEEN ESTIMATED that the total sum owing to 
the building industry for work done is over £100 m.,” said 
Ur. Wilfred Horsfall, president NFBTE, at York recently. 
A positive effort to reduce this sum could have a marked 
effect on subsequent building costs and output,’’ he said. p. 432 





CONFUSED THINKING 


RECENTLY there have been signs of confused thinking 

about many matters related to town and country planning, 
although in a number of cases that relationship has not been 
clear to the exponents of such thoughts. There was the debate 
in the House of Commons, on February 20, when several of 
those who desired to preserve fertile agricultural land appeared 
to assume that their aim could only be achieved by packing 
the population into high blocks of flats, and the nation was 
recommended to become a little more “ flat-minded.”” Similar 
ideas were subsequently propounded in the correspondence 
columns of The Times, one writer going so far as to imply 
that, in the City of London, St. Paul’s Cathedral should be 
reduced to insignificance by “a group of well-planned office 
buildings rising majestically to the skies.” 

The report of the meeting of the Court of Common Council 
of the City on March 6, indicated uneasiness on the part of some 
of the members lest the small business man should be crowded 
aut in the course of redevelopment, alarm at procedural delays 
and at the slow progress of restoration, and concern lest the 
City Council should be compelled to acquire too much land, 
in small parcels, because their restrictions made it “ incapable 
of reasonably beneficial use ’’ by the individual owner. Again, 
the chairman of the Highways. and Bridges Committee of the 
Lancashire County Council is reported to have said, at a 
meeting of the County Council, on March 5, that the niggardly 
attitude of the Ministry of Transport towards the maintenance 
and improvement of our road system was inexcusable ; that 
“the road system is deteriorating ; the casualty rate is, to say 
the least, alarming ; and the confusion, congestion and delays 
which it enforces upon our industries are a continual drag 
against our industrial recovery as a nation.” 

There are other points of view with reference to the few 
points quoted, e.g., that while there is a place for higher 
buildings, it must always be remembered that their inhabitants 
are entitled to enjoy reasonable privacy, adequate daylight, 
freedom of movement, and outdoor recreation. Consequently a 
considerable area of land must be allotted to each such building 
and the saving in ground space might therefore be negligible. 
If traffic be concentrated in an unplanned way, without balancing 
vertical and horizontal transport and without making ample 
allowance of ground space, congestion and traffic delays are 
inevitable. 

The amount of reconstruction that can be achieved and road 
improvements that can be carried out is dependent upon the 
amount of money, materials and labour that can be allotted, 
taking into account all the other claims they have to meet. 
The question is: Are first things being taken first? In their 
Development Plans the County Councils and County Boroughs 
are programming and allotting priorities. Are the Government 
doing the same? Do they, for example, appreciate the value 
of the lives lost on the roads, how industry and commerce are 
handicapped by traffic congestion and delays, and the need for 
bombed cities to be themselves again ? : 

Consideration of the signs of confusion leads to the conclusion 
that the case for town and country planning is not being 
adequately presented in relation to the problems of to-day. 
Each theory or claim is pressed, in apparent ignorance of the 
fact that it is only one of many that must be taken into concurrent 
consideration. ‘'The amount of money, materials and labour 
available is a varying factor. The amount of land on which a 
place must be found for all our varied activities is constant, 
and few activities can be exercised upon the same piece of land. 

Those who have for long advocated town and country 
planning find it hard to appreciate that there are still so many 
who do not realise that only by such planning can the best use 
of our limited land resources be secured for essential needs 
such as housing, industry, commerce, agriculture, recreation, 
communications and defence—not forgetting our heritage of 
beauty, history and architecture, and the value of the tourist 
industry. Until this is understood by responsible people, 
confusion will continue. Therefore, the story must be 
constantly retold, in up-to-date terms, encouraged by the 
words of the Minister of Housing and Local Government, at 
the recent annual dinner of the Town Planning Institute, 
emphasising the intention of the Government to push forward 
town and country planning with the object of getting the right 
form of development in the right place, in the right manner 
and at the right time. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


CHILDREN AND DESIGN 


HE Duchess of Gloucester, on 
March 6, visited the Exhibition at 
County Hall arranged by the Council for 
Visual Education. The exhibition, com- 
prising twelve groups of photographs 
specially selected for display in schools, 
models and filmstrips, is designed to 
further the objects of the Council for 
Visual Education, which was formed in 
1942 to encourage teaching the apprecia- 
tion of design in all schools and to promote 
higher standards of design in buildings, 
their layout, furnishings and surround- 
ings. 

Her Royal Highness on leaving said that 
the future of our cities, towns and villages 
would depend so much upon the popular 
appreciation of good design. Without it, 
planning powers and expert skill could 
do little. It was therefore encouraging 
to find the great associations of educa- 
tionists, architects and others making a 
concerted effort through the Council for 
Visual Education to inspire a_ lively 
interest in the minds of our millions of 
children during their school years. She 
would like to see the exhibitions and 
filmstrips shown in all schools. 

The exhibition closes to-morrow, 
March 14. 


A MOCK ARBITRATION 


‘THE MOCK ARBITRATION to be held on 
Friday, March 27, at the RIBA, should 
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provide good fun as well as information 
on contract matters. The point at arbi- 
tration arises from the RIBA Form of 
Contract, and a strong cast includes 
Mr. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, OBE, 
FRIBA, ARICS, as the arbitrator ; Mr. 
R. O. Foster, FRIBA, as architect repre- 
senting the employer; and Mr. J. Fox- 
Andrews, barrister-at-law, as counsel for 
the contractor who will be Mr. Harold 
Dexter (Messrs. Killby and Gayford). 
Tickets are going fast, but can still be 
obtained from the RIBA, 66, Portland- 
place, W1 (envelopes marked ‘ Mock 
Arbitration’’). Tea at 5.15 p.m. will 
precede the mock arbitration which is 
timed for 6 p.m. 


RICS ANNUAL DINNER 


UpwarbDs OF six hundred members and 
guests were present at the annual dinner 
of the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, held at Grosvenor House, 
W1, on March 3. Members were clearly 
out to enjoy themselves, a mood that was 
reinforced by the light and humorous 
vein of the speeches, though a more 
serious note was occasionally sounded. 


Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, was to 
have proposed the toast of the Royal 
Institution, but was unable to get away 
from the House of Commons. He was, 
however, ably deputised for by the Earl 
of Selkirk, Lord-in-Waiting, who paid 
a tribute to the admirable objectivity and 
constructive suggestions advanced by the 
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RICS in matters where political feeling 
ran high. 

The President, Mr. J. Cassels Pinker. 
ton, MC, who responded, referred to the 
“clarion call”? sounded by the quantity 
and building surveyors’ branch of the 
Institution to reduce the cost of building, 
particularly of housing. The RICS had 
recently agreed to be represented at a 
conference convened by the RIBA to 
consider building costs, and had also beep 
flattered that the Ministry of Housing's 
departmental committee had found of 
value their views on how house interior 
fittings and furnishings could be simpli- 
fied. “If in any such ways,” he said, 
“aid can be given to the building of 
houses we are more than willing to help, 
for we realise that all the tremendous 
enthusiasm and urge which the present 
Government have put into solving the 
housing problem may be wasted if ulti- 
mately we cannot bring housing costs into 
some realistic relationship with housing 
rents.”’ 


The toast of the guests was proposed 
by Lord Mancroft, and was responded to 
by Mr. Eric C. Strathon, FRICS. 


THE TPI GOLD MEDAL 


No one has done more to advance the 
cause of town planning than Sir George 
Pepler, and his many friends and admirers 
will feel that the Town Planning Institute 
could not have made a happier choice 
than in selecting him to be the first 
recipient of their new Gold Medal, which 











CORONA TION STREET DECORATIONS, EDINBURGH. Seen a 
at street junctions with Princes-street where there are no trams (left), 


bove are photographs of a network arch to be ere d 
and a display of flags, including the Union Fack and the Domimon 


flags, at the West End. The City Architect’s Department is r ible for the designs. A third design (not illustrated) consi:'s 


of 35 ft. high poles with crossbars draped with coloured net surmounted with a crown and bearing the name of a Dominion. 


“‘ The Scotsman.’’) 
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is to be awarded annually on an inter- 
national basis for the most outstanding 
work in the field of planning. The 
medal is to be presented to Sir George 
Pepler on June 25, after the Institute’s 
annual meeting. 


AA DRAMATICS 


THE FIRST production of the newly 
formed Section AA ‘Theatre Group, 
which is composed largely of ‘ex-students 
of the AA School of Architecture, will be 
given on three consecutive evenings, 
March 22, 23 and 24, at the New Boltons 
Theatre, Kensington. The play they 
have chosen is Jean-Paul Sartre’s ‘‘ The 
Flies.”’ 

The principal aim of the group is to 
present plays which, for one reason or 
another, have not been or are seldom pro- 
duced. In the preparation of this first 
production they have ‘collaborated with 
the AA Dramatic Society. 

Tickets are obtainable from John Smith, 
secretary to the Group, 8, Burton-street, 
WC, price 5s. 6d, and 3s. 6d. 


AA AND THE CORONATION 


THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION are 
to instal a large television receiver, 
giving a picture 4ft. by 3ft., for the 
benefit of members who might like to view 
the Coronation day ceremonies. Pro- 
visional bookings must be made not later 
than March 28. The charge will be about 
£2, including lunch and refreshments. 


KINGS AND QUEENS EXHIBITION 


AN EXHIBITION of paintings, sculpture, 
miniatures, drawings, coins, etc., repre- 
senting the kings and queens of Britain 
from A.D. 653-1953, is now: open in the 
Royal Academy Diploma Gallery until 
June 28. 


CATHEDRAL, JOHANNESBURG 


P. B, Gregory AND Son, F/ARIBA, of 
Belfast, have been appointed architects 
for the new Cathedral of Christ the King 
at Johannesburg. The new cathedral, 
which is to be erected in the city centre, 
will be 248 ft. long and 100 ft. wide, 
across the transepts. ‘There will be a hall 
in its crypt or basement capable of seating 
300 people. 


Ald ARCHITECTURAL AWARD 


Lever House, the new glass and stain- 
less steel building of Lever Brothers Co., 
New York, has been honoured with the 
award as the outstanding building of 
1952 by the American Institute of 
Architects. The architects of Lever House, 
Messrs. Skidmore, Owings and Merrill, 
were similarly honoured. The awards 
cre presented by Mr. Glenn Stanton, 
ational president of the American 
nstitute of Architects, at the 84th 
nniversary dinner of the New York 
\apter of the AIA at the Hotel Biltmore, 
“ow York. (An illustration of Lever 
H _ appeared in The Builder of May 16, 


S'ERIFF OF LINCOLN 

_\ix. R. E. M. Coompes, JP, FRIBA, 
ot Minster-yard, Lincoln, has been nom- 
inated Sheriff of Lincoln for Coronation 
Year. He is a past President of the Notts, 
Derbyshire, and Lincolnshire Architec- 
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KHARTOUM seems to have been in- 

fluenced by the Festival of Britain, as this 

picture of a tent at the Flower Show in- 

dicates. The picture was recently taken by 
Mr. R. E. Enthoven, FRIBA. 





tural Society. He has designed several 
of the city schools and his firm is now 
engaged on a school in the Kesteven 
area. He represented Minster Ward as 
an Independent on the City Council from 
1940 to 1949. 


CRICKET AND BUILDERS 


THE annual cricket match between the 
building technical Press (the Vitruvians) 
and the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers’ XI has been arranged 
for Friday, June 19, on the ground of the 
Richmond Cricket Club, Surrey. 


C. ROLAND WOODS, MBE, LL.B 


WE REGRET to record the death of 
Dr. C. Roland Woods, MBE, LL.B, 
Ph.D, which took place on March 9. 
Mr. Woods, who was a barrister-at-law, 
was at one time secretary of the British 
Steelwork Association, and played a 
leading part in the work of revision on the 
building by-laws, especially in London. 
During the war he joined the staff of the 
Ministry of Works where his specialised 
knowledge was much in demand. A 
valued contributor to The Builder, Dr. 
Woods’ genial and kindly influence will 
be much missed by a wide circle of friends. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. E. H. Sropart, FFAS, MinstRA (late of 
21, Bedford Row, prior to destruction in 1941 by 
enemy action), announces that he is r ing from his 


position as Architect to the District Valuer, Kensington, 


after 12 years, and is resuming yg Practice, in 
association with his cousin, Mr. R. SToparT WYLD, 
ARIBA, in April. Trade catalogues will be appre- 
ciated, sent to 63, Drayton-gardens, Kensington, 
SW10, Tel.: Ken. 5650. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, March 12, 1853 

An Erupite Conrractor.—In_ the 
course of a trial at Winchelsea the other 
day, on a builder’s bill, the following 
agreement was put in :— 

**T Hear a Gree to Bild 7 Cottages—to 
Be Good substanchell Bilt Buildings. 
The Bed rooms papperd and Cubbrets in 
them all. Chimley pots to all chimles. 
Rooms eatch the same sice. Money to be 
paid when Finishd and a Proved by Both 
any thing forgoten and Nessery to done 
is a Gree to Do it.” 





THE ROBERTSON 
COMMITTEE 
To Meet on March 20 
Ts composition of the Committee 
set up by Mr. Howard Robertson, 
President of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, at the request of the Minister 
of Works, to implement the terms of the 
correspondence between the Minister 
and Mr. Robertson (see The Builder, 
December 26 last.) has now been decided. 
The Committee of Review will initially 
consist of representatives of the RIBA, 
the RICS and the NFBTE, as follows: 


RIBA : Howard M. Robertson, ARA, 
MC, PRIBA; A. R. F. Anderson, 
FRIBA; Harold Conolly, FRIBA; T. 
Cecil Howitt, OBE, DSO, FRIBA; 
Charles Woodward, ARIBA. 


RICS : R.H. Francis, FRICS; E. H. 
Palmer, FRICS ; Cyril Sweett, FRICS ; 
and M. H. Thackray, FRICS. 


NFBTE: Wilfred Horsfall; G. W. 
Grosvenor; Nigel Hannen; W. W. 
Sapcote ; and L. A. Walden. 

The chairman is Mr. Howard Robert- 
son, and the secretary, Mr. W. A. Rutter, 
CBE, FRIBA, formerly Chief Architect, 
Ministry of Works. The first meeting 
of the committee will be on Friday, 
March 20. The Secretaries of the RIBA 
and RICS and the Director of the NFBTE 
will be in attendance. 


COMING EVENTS 


SATURDAY, MARCH 1i4 

BumLpinc TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE.—Teachers’ con- 
ference. Hammersmith School of Building, Lime- 
grove, London, W12. 10.30 a.m. 

INcorPoRATED BaritisH Instirure oF CERTIFIED 
CARPENTERS (NW SECTION).— Annual dinner and dance. 
Stork Hotel, Queen’s-square, Liverpool, 1. 

MONDAY, MARCH 16 

RICS.—“ The Effect of Housing Subsidies,” by 
Mr. Henry Brooke, MP. 12, Great George-street, 


TUESDAY, MARCH 17 

RIBA.—“ Successes and Failures of New 
Techniques,” by Mr. Howard V. Lobb, CBE, FRIBA. 
66, P -place, W1. 6 p.m. 

Houstnc CENTRE parca = pee hing develop- 
ment plan for Deptfor y niversity 
town ge nn Be ane. 13, Suffolk-street, Hay- 
market, SW1. 6 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.— “ Kodachromes 
illustrating the work of Frank Lloyd Wright and Alden 
B. Dow.” 34, Bedford-square, WC1. 6 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURE ae. 2 be os by 
debate on proposition “ that © ttees are a 
of Taste.’ Chez Auguste, Frith-street, Scho. 
7.30 p.m. 

RovaL Society or Arts.— The Contemporary Role 
of Industrial Standards,” by Mr. H. A. R. Binney. 
RSA, John Adam-street, Adelphi, WC2. 2.30 p.m. 

WALLBoaRD Importers’, DisTRIBUTORS’ AND MER- 
CHANTs’ ASSOCIATION OF THE UK.—Annual dinner. 
Grosvenor House, Park-lane, W1. 7.30 p.m. 

Rovat Sanrrary  Instirute.— Importance of 
Timber Preservation in the N Economy, 

Mr. H. A. Cox, MA. 90, P - 

. 2,30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—“ Some 
Engineering 


Aspects of Public Health in Britain and 
hoe by Mr. Peter C. G. isaac, BSc (Eng), 


AMICE. Caxton Hall, Westminster, SW1. 6 p.m. 

MippLesex County Counci.—Presentation of 
Prizes and Certificates. Willesden Technical College, 
Denzil-road, NW10. 7.30pm. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19 

Town AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 

TUDENT PLANNING GROUP).—“ Historical and Climatic 
. ign,” Maria T. Shep- 


: AILA. 28, King-street, WC2. 6. 30 p.m. 
hard, . , y Ext Rie ; of 





cg totes 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


ROLL OF APPRENTICE MASTERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—On behalf of the LMBA I wel- 
come your cordial endorsement of 
our new Roll of Apprentice Masters. 

In doing so may I make an appeal to all 
those builders who do not at present train 
apprentices to consider whether the 
reasons they advance for not doing so are 
really valid. We were all impressed by 
the forthright statement which you quote 
in your leader from the gentleman who 
could not take apprentices but was in 
fact doing so. That is the spirit which 
makes the real Apprentice Master, and 
we want more like him. 

GERALD A. HILL, 
President, LMBA. 


47, Bedford-square, WC1. 


THE COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I agree wholeheartedly in this 
matter with Mr. Richard Whitehead ; 
the total cost of the Holidays with Pay 
Scheme must be colossal, and that cost is 
made necessary because the powers that 
be are apparently of the opinion that the 
employee is not to be trusted to save his 
own money and that someone else must 
be forced to the trouble and expense of 
doing it for him. 

Sir Richard Coppock apparently does 
not know that the employer pays out this 
holiday money twice before he recovers 
it from the Holidays with Pay Scheme, 
by paying cash for the stamps at the 
commencement of the period, advancing 
the cash to the employee when he takes 
his holiday, and getting reimbursement 
some time later. Sir Richard also fails 
to realise that in these days of high costs 
many builders have to work on an over- 
draft for which bank interest has to be 
paid, and that they get no recompense 
for this, nor for the clerical work involved, 
from the Holidays with Pay Scheme. 


A. Osman [MIOB], 
H. G. & A. Osman, Ltd. 
Oxshott, Surrey. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR—Sir Richard Coppock’s letter in 
your issue of March 6 would be 
amusing were the situation not so serious, 
for he simply passes the buck and offers 
no helpful suggestions for bringing down 
costs. 

The whole truth of the matter is that 
statistics prove that output generally 
has deteriorated considerably since 1939, 
and this (with wages over double pre-war 
rates) is mainly responsible for present- 
day costs. I would remind Sir Richard 
that the first increase in wages after the 
war was given conditionally—that output 
should reach pre-war level. If, as he 
suggests, increases can be absorbed by the 
employer without any extra cost being 
passed on to the owner, why do not the 
Unions, with their thousands of pounds 
invested in Government securities, go 
into business as a model employer and 
show, in a practical manner, how costs 
can be brought down ? 


THE BUILDER 


I think Mr. Harrington made a mistake 
when he said a boy of 16 years of age 
“earned”? from £8 to £10 a week; 
he surely intended to say “ received,” 
and I suggest that the system of PAYE 
should be renamed PAYG—“ Pay as you 

et.”’ 

‘ Perhaps Sir Richard would not mind 
telling us truthfully how many bricks 
per hour he used to lay, on average, when 
he worked as a Manchester bricklayer, 
for work of standard housing quality. 


V. SIMMONS. 
188, Cheam Common-road, 
Worcester Park, Surrey. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


G8, —-te Richard Coppock’s modesty 

in your issue of March 6 would lead 
one to suppose that he is less well informed 
as to ‘‘ earnings’ in the industry than his 
status would imply, and his curious 
reasoning that the individual consumption 
rate of material should conform with total 
material production could lead to some 
very queer results if taken to its logical 
conclusion. 

Noted also is the grim warning that the 
NFBTO will not allow any return to the 
good old days when a shilling would buy 
the worker six pints of really good beer 
or 60 cigarettes, and a four-bedroomed 
house cost £300 freehold. We've 
swapped the ‘bread line’’ for the 
** housing list.’’ 


, 


W. H. HoskeEn. 
5, Buff-avenue, Banstead. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


pede Richard Coppock may refer 
to my letter as perpetrating scur- 
rilous attacks, but he makes no attempt 
to deny that the men to-day, governed 
as they are by their unions, do about 
half the work per hour their grandfathers 
did, unless they get a bonus. I say 
that, in view of what has been done for the 
men since their grandfathers’ time, this 
is dishonest and is the main cause of the 
shocking cost of building to-day. Is it 
scurrilous to call this dishonest? The 
boy of 16 years I referred to applied, a 
few weeks ago, to the court at Brighton 
to marry a girl of 19 years, stating he 
earned £8 to £10 a week as a builder’s 
labourer. This was published in most 
of the daily papers and must have been 
read by tens of thousands of people. I 
agree I should have quoted “ earned.” 

I fail to see the force of Sir Richard 
Coppock’s argument about the bricks. 
Of course, no bricklayer can lay any bricks 
an hour if there are no bricks, but brick- 
layers are normally employed according 
to the bricks available. I have just 
completed a fair sized job by one of the 
big firms and all their bricklayers worked 
on a bonus system. The foreman worked 
it out every week and they laid about 100 
bricks an hour, and their bonus worked 
out at approximately 50 per cent. of their 
basic wage, and I have ‘other jobs running 
on similar lines. 

This system is maintained on most 
jobs to-day. Every builder and every 
builder’s foreman knows it, and I should 
have thought Sir Richard Coppock would 
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have known it. He probably had some- 
thing to do with the fixing of the basic 
prices for brickwork which, according 
to Laxton’s, 1952, page 194, is 96 bricks 
in 1? hours or approximately 55 bricks 
an hour, about half of what the present 
men’s grandfathers did, and the men 
quite easily do the same to-day, but only 
if they get the bonus—and so it goes on 
through most of the other trades. 

If what I said was scurrilous, I wonder 
what Sir Richard Coppock will have to 
say about Mr. Hosken’s letter, which 
confirms everything I said. He cannot 
dismiss it by just calling it scurrilous as 
it is so full of truth and incontrovertible 
facts. 

In conclusion I will say this. If every 
working man in the building industry did 
20s. worth of work for every 20s. pay, 
the cost of building would come down by 
25 per cent., and the same applies to 
certain other industries. 


FREDK. J. HARRINGTON [ARICS) 


31, Craven-street, 
Strand, WC2. 


BUILDING COSTS AND 
INCENTIVES 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—A study of the proposals ‘or 
reducing the cost of building by 4 
National Wage Incentive Scheme, out 
lined in The Builder (March 6), tends to 
confirm the view that it is extremely 
optimistic to expect a reduction in ‘e¢ 
cost of building to result from the addivion 
of any sum to the normal wage rates. _ 
Mr. R. H. James’s scheme has a num) 
of good features, notably the setting 'P 
of National or Regional Standards °! 
Output, but in a critical analysis there 4' e 
several weaknesses. we reget) “be a 
the viewpoint of the building estimat” 
its adoption would be to add further ‘ 
the difficulties of price-building. Amon 
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the additional points to be considered 


we yuld be —— 


(1) Whether to adopt the National 
Targets of Output as labour constants. 
To do so might well have the effect of 
increasing the tender, if the targets are 
below the operatives’ known output. 


(2) Whether the Basic Hourly Bonus 
should be added to the normal wage rates. 
This would definitely result in an increase 
in the tender price. 

(3) Relating the known output of a 
builder’s operatives to the National Target 
and calculating what proportion of the 
basic hourly bonus would be applicable, 
and adding this to the normal rates of 
wages. This again will result in an 
increase in the tender price. Further- 
more, as the result of a National Target 
Scheme the builder may find that the 
output of his operatives will drop to that 
of the National Target. 


(4) To assume that his operatives will 
increase their production by the economic 
percentage (i.e., to the point at which the 
cost of the Basic Hourly Bonus is equalled 
by the cost of the hours saved) and proceed 
to estimate as at present. 


(5) To assume that the output of his 
operatives will exceed the economic 
percentage and reduce his tender price 
accordingly. 

These are assumptions which no builder 
can be reasonably expected to make. 
Therefore it appears that the only way 
of solving the problems is to use the 
National Targets of Output as labour 
constants, to add the basic hourly bonus 
to the normal wage rates, and to make 
some provision in the contract for a 
reduction in the contract sum in the event 
of the builder’s operatives reaching or 
exceeding the economic percentage—a 
method that can hardly be termed an 
incentive to higher production, or an 
attempt to reduce the cost of building. 


In conclusion, there can be no disputing 
that substantial reductions in the cost of 
building can only result from increased 
output and that, when considering incen- 
tive schemes, the output targets of the 
scheme must be identical with the con- 
stants of labour used by the estimator 
when price-building, and that there can 
be no additional payment without addi- 
tional increase in output. 





CAINITE. 
Surrey, 


SUB-CONTRACTORS AND THE 
BAILEY REPORT 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In commenting on the Bailey 
“ Report in your leading article of 

February 27, you include the following 
sentence ;— 

“ Provisional Items and PC Sums should be 
reduced to a minimum to avoid the nomination 
of sub-contractors as much as possible.” 

You will perhaps allow me to point out 
that this sentence is not quite what the 
Committee recommended ; but without 
entering into that or into the general 
argument on this matter, which must 
obviously fall within the scope of Mr. 
Howard Robertson’s Committee, may I 
ask you in fairness to sub-contractors to 
give equal publicity to the other and more 
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extensive passage in the Report in which 
they are mentioned, that is to say, Section 
110, which reads as follows :-— 


__ “ Tt is almost universal in the house building 
industry to employ specialist sub-contractors 
for certain trades, t.e., electrical work, gas 
installation and floor finishings. In other 
trades concerned with house interiors, i.e., 
plasterers, plumbers and painters, the work is 
sub-let in approximately 50 per cent of house 
building contracts. In the remainder this 
work is carried out by the main contractor 
with his own directly employed labour. We 
have evidence that where these last three 
trades are sub-contracted the manhours 
involved are appreciably less, the average 
being 15 to 20 per cent below those expended 
when the work is carried out by the main 
contractor’s own labour. Although we find 
no appreciable saving in ‘direct cost by sub- 
contracting, the potential saving in building 
time should reduce overhead costs. To 
obtain full advantage from the employment of 
sub-contractors the builder must plan his 
building programme in conjunction with them 
to ensure the smooth flow of production.” 


D. C. MaAtiam, Director, 
Federation of Associations of 
Specialists and Sub-contractors. 


Artillery House, SW1. 


WAR DAMAGE AND THE 
SEVEN-YEAR PERIOD 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I read with interest the letter in 

your issue of February 27 on this sub- 
ject from Mr. P. M. Vinter. There can 
be very few practising architects and sur- 
veyors who have not cause to complain 
of the Commission’s change of policy, 
although the Commission will not have 
it that there has been a change. 

In this, as in every other case where 
the Commission seek to reduce the amount 
of a claim, we are thrown back on 
Section 8(2) of the Act, which says: “If 
the damage is made good by reinstating 
the hereditament in the form in which it 
existed . . . the amount payable shall 
be an amount equal to the proper cost.” 
Shades of Plato appear at the use of the 
term “‘ form,” and Mr. Justice Vaisey in 
the case of Lidle v. W.D.C. said: “ The 
sub-section contained expression devoid 
of precise technical meaning.”’ Be that 
as may be, the Commission for seven 
years have left no doubt in the mind of the 
public as to what meaning they attached 
to the expression “ the form in which it 
existed,’’ but they now seek to interpret 
the sub-section as if those words did not 
appear ; in fact, as if there appeared only 
the words “ if the damage is made good.” 

What the Commission are saying is 
virtually : ‘‘ As you have so long delayed 
redecorating, or as you redecorated before 
the damage was made good, we will no 
longer admit to the claim those decorations 
in which you are involved by repairing the 
damage.”” The Commission, in fact, 
seem to have decided to “cash in” on 
the claimant’s need to redecorate, and 
that does not seem fair. Anyhow, if it 
is not law now to admit the cost of the 
incidental decorations, it was not the law 
previously, and vice versa. 

The whole position is most unsatis- 
factory. I know of a case where a local 
authority failed to reinstate a cornice, and 
when this was recently put back as 
previously, the Commission allowed the 
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cost of doing so and of distempering it, 
but sought to disallow the cost of redis- 
tempering the frieze and ceiling. 
StanLey R. Mitier [FRIBA]. 
27, Radnor-avenue, Harrow. 


CONTRACT POINTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I would like to add a little to 
Mr. G. W. Harris’s letter concerning 
Article 8 of the RIBA standard form of 
contract (your issue, February 27). I 
would like to make it quite clear that in 
my view instructions given by a clerk of 
works are legally enforceable on the con- 
tractor and binding on the employer. 
An architect invariably briefs the clerk of 
works when first appointed to carry out 
the job in accordance with the building 
contract and usually particularly men- 
tions that the specification and drawings 
are in no way to be varied. Obviously 
the clerk of works’ position is unassailable 
if he obeys this briefing and subsequent 
directions of the architect ; how else can 
he carry out his appointment without 
issuing timely instructions to the contrac- 
tor? Furthermore, Article 1 clearly gives 
the clerk of works the right to issue instruc- 
tions. 

It is my view that Article 8 does not 
pretend to deal with the status and duties 
of the clerk of works, which must vary 
from job to job, but clearly defines the 
right of the employer to be free to appoint, 
or not to appoint, an inspector on his 
behalf. 

If it were desirable to include the scope 
of duties and status of a clerk of works 
within the form of contract, I would sug- 
gest the following as covering the matter : 

CLERK OF Works (including Master of 
Works, Inspector of Works, Resident Engin- 
eer, Foreman of Works, Superintendent of 
Works, and the like). ; 

The employer shall be free to appoint 
one or more clerks of works, resident or 
visiting, to inspect the works ; including the 
manufacture, curing, transport and storage of 
materials and components, etc., and such other 
matters relating to the contract as directed 
by the architect. 

The contractor shall carry out all instruc- 
tions issued by the C. of Wks., on behalf of 
the architect. 

The contract shall afford every facility to 
enable the C. of Wks. to carry out his duties 
to the satisfaction of the architect. 

The contractor shall have no disciplinary 
or other control over the C. of Wks., and if in 
any way dissatisfied with the conduct of the 
C. of Wks. the contractor shall within seven 
days complain of his dissatisfaction in writing 
to the architect. 

The contractor shall have a right to appeal 
against an instruction given by the C. of Wks., 
if considered vexatious or punitive; such 
appeals must be set out in writing to the 
architect within seven days. 

An appeal on behalf of the contractor does 
not entitle the contractor to disobey an instruc- 
tion given on behalf of the architect pending 
the result of the appeal. 

Finally, it is my view that the employer 
has no just claim to issue directly to the 
C. of Wks. instructions relating to the 
contract. This is distinct from imstruc- 
tions concerning conditions of service, 
the operative phrase being “under the 
directions of the architect.” 

H. E. Campsect [MICW}). 


40, St. Paul’s-road, N1. 
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The Future of the Past : Some Thoughts 
on Preservation 


MR. OSBERT LANCASTER’S ADDRESS TO THE RIBA 


“ Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

Bears all its sons away. 

They fly forgotten as a dream 

Dies at the opening day 
—but not, invariably, their handiwork. 
Ars longa, vita brevis: Ictinus and Sir 
Gilbert Scott are both in their graves, but 
the Parthenon and St. Pancras are with 
us still.” 


Wik this quotation, and comment, 
Mr. Ospert Lancaster, Hon ARIBA, 
began his paper on “ The Future of the 
Past: Some Thoughts on Preservation,” 
at a meeting of the RIBA held at 66, 
Portland-place, W1, on March 3, and from 
which we take the following extracts. 
The President, Mr. Howard Robertson, 
ARA, was in the chair. Mr. Lancaster 
said :— i 

It is my purpose this evening to consider 
for a moment what our attitude to the 
architectural achievements of the past— 
and not just to the acknowledged master- 
pieces—should be and what action may be 
expected to arise from it. And I make no 
apology for so doing as, with the general 
resumption of building, the question of 
preservation regains its former urgency ; a 
widespread issue of licences marks the 
end of a long interregnum during which 
while moth and rust, assisted by enemy 
action, might corrupt, thieves did not 
break in and steal. 

The subject falls naturally, I think, into 
two parts. First, there is the question of 
what we should preserve, and, second, the 
question of how we should preserve it, 
and I shall deal with them in that order. 

When a building has survived its original 
functional usefulness then there are three 
grounds, and only three, on which we 
are logically entitled to press for its 
preservation : of its own intrinsic aesthetic 
merit, of pietas, of its scenic usefulness. 

Of these it is the first upon which 
agreement is most difficult to reach. For 
no yardstick of aesthetic judgement is of 
universal validity ; time and distance both 
produce the strangest reversals. No 
educated person would to-day contemplate 
the destruction of Chartres with equani- 
mity, but in the 18th century many would 
have regarded it as welcome deliverance 
too long delayed. 

However, the consciousness that all 
judgements on such matters are relative 
does not absolve us from making them. 
Moreover, we are now, thanks largely to 
cheap printing and photography, in a far 
better position than ever before to reach 
some measure of agreement. 


DEGREES OF VALUE 


At least on works of a _ reasonable 
antiquity individual reactions to those of 
the last 150 years will continue to be 
unpredictable. In such circumstances it 
is our duty to bear one or two considera- 
tions firmly in mind when pronouncing 
judgment. _ First, then, we must bear in 
mind that there are degrees of value, and 
economic necessity frequently imposes a 


ai is 


choice. Therefore before we set up a 
howl in defence of some admirable but 
far from unique group of cottages or a 
Queen Anne rectory, let us always reflect 
whether or not our action is going to 
prejudice our chances of stopping the 
demolition of some acknowledged master- 
piece threatened at a later date. Second, 
let us always beware of the uncertainty 
of private judgment, remembering that 
what to us may be without merit may well 
prove to posterity, who can view it in 
perspective, of considerable value. 
Thirdly, although the antiquarian heresy 
is far less widespread now than when 
Mr. Betjeman first defined it, it is by no 
means dead, and the confusion between 
antiquity and merit is still a common 
enough threat to sound judgment. 

On the second ground for appeal—that 
of pietas—a far greater measure of agree- 
ment is likely in most cases to be attained. 
I here use the Latin word as possessing a 
rather wider significance than its English 
equivalent, and I mean by it, in its applica- 
tion to architecture, an emotion widely 
diffused, unaesthetic and comprehensible 
only in the light of a people’s proper con- 
sciousness of their past. In many cases, 
perhaps, the buildings which evoke it will 
justify their continued existence also on 
aesthetic grounds, but not always. ‘Take, 
for instance, the Tower of London. Toa 
detached view it is simply an injudiciously 
restored, rather provincial example of 
12th-century functionalism, less offensive 
than the power station across the way 
because smaller and  unselfconscious. 
Nevertheless I should be among the first 
to sign a protest against its demolition, 
and I imagine that most of you would be 
alongside me in the queue. 

Such a reaction is in my view right and 
proper; and, responding to some of the 
deepest feelings of the human race, is not 
to be dismissed as pure sentimentality. 


MISPLACED ENTHUSIASM 


However, let us at once admit that such 
sentiments should be kept strictly within 
bounds, and never, never, exploited for 
propaganda purposes. ‘The classic and 
most terrifying example of what is likely 
to happen if such considerations are dis- 
regarded is provided by the present state 
of Rome. Here during the Fascist régime 
accumulations of the architectural relics of 
ten centuries—many of them incidentally 
evocative in the highest degree of true 
pietas—were too often ruthlessly swept 
aside in order to expose some dreary 
symbol of a vulgar past in the vain hope of 
stimulating enthusiasm for an even vul- 
garer present. While we may be right in 
thinking that we are as a nation tempera- 
mentally inhibited from such ridiculous 
performances, we may yet fall into the 
same error from sentimentality or mis- 
placed enthusiasm for the archaic. 

Of all three of our grounds for defence, 
my third category, that of those buildings 
which fulfil a vital rdle in the landscape, 
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is the most difficult upon which to 

a stand and by no means the jest 
portant. For the number of people who 
consciously realise the vital part played by 
one small unit in landscape or an architec. 
tural ensemble from which they cop. 
sciously derive pleasure is always very 
small. Conscious awareness only comes, 
alas, when the effect has been ruined by 
the disappearance of the unit in question, 
It is, largely, a question of scale and 
contrast and as such not amenable to 
generalisation. 

It is in this connection that the practising 
architect can be of the greatest assistance 
if he will but bear in mind how much the 
effect of even the most excellent building 
can be enhanced by a carefully preserved 
neighbour. 

That the building to be preserved for 
these reasons is not itself of any great merit 
is beside the point; its function in the 
scheme of things has become quite differ- 
ent from its original one and such con- 
siderations are, therefore, pointless. 


GROUND OF UNIQUENESS 


Having thus briefly considered the only 
three arguments for preservation which 
seem to me justifiable, I should like for a 
moment to discuss one that I do not. No 
building lacking aesthetic merit, not 
evoking a genuine pietas, and playing no 
part in the landscape should be allowed to 
occupy a site needed for something else 
solely on the grounds that it is unique. 
One of the few indisputable benefits which 
modern science has afforded us is that of 
making full and accurate records. ‘There- 
fore it is not sufficient to say that this 
stretch of wall must be preserved because 
it is the only existing example of such and 
such a form of bonding y a from the 
Roman occupation. ‘So what?’ we can 
reply “‘ Now that we know that the Romans 
did build in this particular way, measure It, 
photograph it and pull it down.’ For in 
order to preserve what should be preserved 
we must, at all costs, be clear-headed about 
our motives. We must realise that we are 
deeply thankful that Westminster Hall 
escaped the bombing not because it is the 
largest 14th-century open timber roof in 
the world, but because it is a work of 
supreme achitectural merit, deeply em- 
bedded at the very heart of our history, 
playing a vital réle in the architectural 
ensemble of Parliament, St. Margarets 
and the Abbey. 

I should now like to say something on 
how I consider preservation should be 
undertaken. This is the more dificult 
owing to the virtual impossibility of 
generalising. 

When at the beginning of my talk | 
indicated that the hymn-writer’s observa 
tions on the transitoriness of human 
beings did not apply to their arti‘acts I 
was, of course, speaking relatively. Archi- 
tecture, unlike painting and to a certain 
extent sculpture, does, save in the abs'ute 
sense, exist in time. It suffers the <‘!¢ct 
of wind and weather, and the addivons 
and alterations of man. It may be t10zen 
music, but it melts. And this process '§ 
by no means invariably a disadvan'az¢, 
and its operation should always be ‘0re- 
seen by architects ; for at a certain poi '" 
time even the greatest architecture ce#°°s 
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to be « ompletely architecture and becomes 
partially landscape. Sometimes the wheel 
at last turns full circle ; the pyramids are 
now wholly landscape, Stonehenge but 
faintly architecture. It follows logically, 
therefore, that any attempt to arrest this 
process is to go against the natural order, 
and that preservation should aim at doing 
no more than maintaining a building in a 
state in which it is still capable of being 
subject to this long transformation. One 
cannot, and should never attempt, to put 
the hands back or even to stop the clock 
by arbitrarily selecting one stage of this 
process and crying halt. 

Most frequently such attempts are made 
on the specious plea of “‘restoring a building 
to its original state.”” Quite apart from the 
virtual impossibility of ever achieving this 
goal, in striving to do so we risk in almost 
all cases the total destruction of its existing 
contemporary value. For architecture is 
not in the same sense as painting and 
sculpture a pure art, and therefore alone 
of the visual arts cannot survive in a 
museum. Once it fulfils no function save 
the purely aesthetic, a virtue goes out of 
it and the sooner it becomes landscape, 
that is falls into ruin, the better. To 
illustrate what I mean I can do no better 
than to cite the case of one of the most 
celebrated of all the world’s buildings. 
The Church of the Divine Wisdom at 
Constantinople remained a place of worship 
for orthodox Christians for over 700 years, 
and for 500 more as the Mosque of the 
Prophet fulfilled the same réle for the 
Moslems. Now as Santa Sophia it is a 
national monument. Unfortunately, it is 
only in this last state that I have seen it. 
To be unimpressed by this stupendous 
building would be impossible, the beauty 
of the end is so perfectly matched by the 
incredible boldness of the means; but 
one is nevertheless aware, not so much of a 
disappointment as of a tiny lack, of which 
those who knew it in its days as a mosque 
were never conscious. Someone—in fact 
the late Ataturk—has cried “ halt’”’ and 
the natural cycle has been interrupted. 
For a building such as this can easily with- 
stand a change of function within limits, 
but not a total suspension of function. 
One is aware of no such mixed feelings on 
entering the great Mosque at Nicosia, of 
infinitely less merit architecturally but 
still as fine an example of late-13th-century 
french Gothic as you will find outside the 
‘le de France, whose bare whitewashed 
interior is quite empty save for the mirhab, 
the mimba and the prayer-rugs beamed on 


Mecca, and from whose engargoyled 
towers the muezzin so surprisingly 
summons. 


COUNTRY HOUSES 


Such major problems are not, however, 
ery likely to arise in this country. But 
a smaller scale of value they are no- 
vhere more numerous. For we suffer in 
certain respects from an embarras de 
richesses. ‘Take the question of country 
houses. In our present circumstances 
almost every county in England has five 
imes as many fine 18th-century examples 
‘lone as can possibly be supported in the 
conditions to which they are accustomed. 
\part from the very, very tiny minority 
hich, with or without the aid of the 
vational Trust, can continue to fulfil their 
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original function, how far can their value 
survive conversion into schools, lunatic 
asylums or government offices ?_ In so far 
as their interiors are concerned, hardly at 
all. Inclusion in a museum may be the 
kiss of death, but it is only a death of the 
spirit. Conversion into a reform school 
means physical annihilation as well. They 
must depend, therefore, for their survival 
upon the merits of their exteriors and their 
value in the landscape. So long as these 
can be preserved, do what you will with 
the interiors; if they cannot, remove the 
roof and let them fall into ruin. 


PRESERVING THE FACADE 


In this connection I have at last one 
practical suggestion, for even in a talk so 
avowedly theoretical as this one should 
allow one’s feet to touch the ground just 
once. Far too often in striving to save the 
whole we lose the chance of preserving 
the most valuable part, the facade. 
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An admirable example of this type of 
preservation is provided by Crewe House, 
the value of which for the passer-by has 
actually been increased by the clearing 
away of the old wall in front (although 
admittedly the gesture has lost a 
its effect since the erection of a whacking 


street). And it is, one understands, the 
principle to be adopted in the case 

Carlton House-terrace. Let it be far more 
generally applied, and let us have no 
cavilling from the purists who would 
condemn such practices as architectural 
falsehood and a betrayal of functional 
principles. For the most important func- 
tion of such facades, that of focusing and 
maintaining an existing landscape, is being 
fulfilled, and who can doubt that this is 
of considerably greater value than the 
activities of the civil servants, or fancy- 
goods importers, or mentally defective 
children, which are being carried on, at 








MOHLG COTTAGE FLATS 
The Ministry of Housing and Local Government’s two-storey cottage flats, which are on view at 


the “ Daily Mail”? Ideal Home Exhibition, Olympia, until March 28. 


The theme ef the 


People’s House has been applied to these flats with the aim of saving road, service and con- 
struction costs, and some of the recommendations of the Bailey Committee on House Interiors 
have been incorporated in the design. The ground-floor flat has an area of 708 sq. ft., in- 
cluding 66 sq. ft. for store and fuel; and the first-floor flat an area of 738 sq. ft., including 


66 sq. ft. for store and fuel. 


The flats are designed to be sited in echelon, with a footpath 


approach which reduces road and service costs. 
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perhaps some infinitesimal loss of con- 
venience, behind them. 

Some of you who have been listening to 
me to-night may think that all I have said 
is very fine, but ultimately irrelevant ; 
That the backward glance is not only 
unnecessary but positively dangerous: ‘To 
you I would only say this: The past is 
all we have and is inescapable ; the present 
flies before we can seize it, which is why 
journalists always look so worried ; the 
future does not as yet exist; and a 
consciousness of this fact is one of the very 
few things which distinguish us from 
what we are still perhaps just justified in 
calling the lower forms of creation. 


CAPABILITY BROWN AND 
HIS GARDENS 


An Address at the Institute of 


Landscape Architects 


HE amount of landscape designs which 
survive is lamentably small, and from 
this lack of documentary evidence no one 
has suffered more than Capability Brown, 
in whose case scarcely a dozen plans and 
a few architectural elevations are all that 
remain from a practice which extended from 
Cornwall to Northumberland, Miss 
DoroTHy Stroup told a meeting of the 
Institute of Landscape Architects, held in 
London on February 19, and from which 
we take the following extracts, Miss Stroud 
said:— 

Of Brown’s early days little is known save 
that he was born at Kirkharle in Northum- 
berland in 1716, and was christened Lancelot. 
After receiving a reasonably good education 
at Cambo School he went to work on Sir 
William Loraine’s estate at Kirkharle in 
1732, where for seven years he learnt the 
rudiments of gardening. In 1740 he spent 
some months in the employment of Sir 
Richard Grenville at Wotton, from where 
he passed into the service of Sir Richard’s 
cousin, Lord Cobham, at Stowe. 

Stowe at this period was already one of 
the most famous gardens in the country, and 
here, working under the direction of William 
Kent, Brown became familiar with every 
aspect of landscape work, as well as having 
the opportunity to study Kent’s ideas at 
first hand. 


FOUNDING A PRACTICE 


Kent died in 1748, Lord Cobham in 1749. 
Brown stayed on at Stowe for another two 
years, and then in 1751 moved to London. 
there to set up the practice in which he was 
to be without any serious rival for the next 
32 years. No time could have been more 
propitious for the founding of this practice. 
The wave of enthusiasm for landscape gar- 
dening, which was in turn bound up with 
the enclosure of commons, increased atten- 
tion to soil fertility, and a demand for better 
roads, was still spreading across the country. 
Demands for Brown’s services poured in. 

Energetic and conscientious, he had an 
intuitive eye for pleasing effects. His prac- 
tical knowledge was, of course, immense. 
He was prepared to tackle the damming of 
rivers, draining of bogs, removing of hills 
or rearing of artificial ones. Trees were 
planted by the thousand, and lawns laid by 
the acre. At Fisherwick, for instance, over 
a hundred thousand trees—principally oaks 
.were put in during the course of work 
there. 

He seems to have gone about his business 
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with a minimum of delay or fuss, riding 
round the estates and putting his conclusions 
on to large sheets of vellum or thick paper, 
usually in ink and wash, but sometimes tinted 
in pale colours. The water which almost 
invariably features in his designs is always 
irregular in outline, and usually spanned by 
a bridge or narrow causeway. This some- 
times conceals a difference in water levels 
where existing ponds have been joined up 
to appear as one stretch of water. Frequently 
there is a cascade—an imposing fall of water 
from one level to another, forming a lively 
incident some way from the source. What 
he would call the “head of the water” 
usually terminates with a sudden sweep 
behind a planted bank so as to give the 
illusion of continuing its course out of sight. 
Near this point there is often a small tree- 
covered island. 

The “clump” and the “belt” are so 
closely associated with his name that it is 
something of a surprise to find Charles 
Bridgeman making use of such devices back 
in the 1720s, though the clumps were then 
alluded to as “ plumps,” an agreeably expres- 
sive term for a cushion of trees softening 
a hard contour. 

As to the way in which these features were 
assembled, it is difficult to generalise because 
the treatment varied from case to case. 
Where the terrain is flat or uninteresting, or 
where there is something like a main road 
to be screened, we find an almost continuous 
ride or belt of mixed trees, with a prepon- 
derance of beech, following the boundary, 
and breaking off where some point of interest 
occurs such as the “ruin” at Wimpole, or 
the great avenue of limes—preserved from 
the seventeenth century—at Corsham. But 
where there is a worthy terrain, the belts are 
limited so as to do full justice to the distant 
scenery, as at Berrington, where nothing is 


COMPETITION NEWS 
St. Luke’s, Liverpool 

AN OPEN COMPETITION for the lay-out 
and design of a small parish church, to be 
built on the blitzed site of Liverpool’s old 
St. Luke’s Church, which commands a 
prominent position at the top of the 
famous shopping street of Bold-street, 
is to be held under the auspices of the 
RIBA. The existing tower of the old 
church, designed by John Foster in 1829, 
is considered to be one of the finest 
examples of Gothic revival architecture 
in the country. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


HOSPITAL AT DOHA, PERSIAN GULF. Pro- 
moted by the Government of Qatar, Persian Gulf. 
Premiums: £1,250, £1,000 and £750. Assessor: Mr. 
Alexander S. Gray, FRIBA. Closing date: August 15. 
Last day for questions: March 31. Conditions from 
Captain J. E. Stone, CBE, MC, FSAA, Hon. 

and Treasurer, International edera- 


Secretary * Hospitals F 
tion, 10, Old Jewry, E.C.2. January 23, 1953. 

OFFICE BUILDING, KAMPALA, UGANDA. Pro- 
moted by Uganda Electricity Board. Premiums : £1,000, 
£750, £500 and £250. Assessor: Mr. N. L. Hanson, 
BArch, ARIBA, MIA. Closing date: July 25. 
December 12, 1952. 

EDUCATION BUILDINGS, SHEFFIELD.— 
Promoted by Sheffield University. Premiums: £5,000, 
£3,000, £2,000. Assessors: Sir Percy Thomas, 
P-PRIBA, Mr. F. R. S. Yorke, FRIBA, and Mr. Gerard 
Young, Pro-Chancellor, Sheffield University. 


Sheffield (Deposit £2). Last day for questions: March 14. 
Closing date: October 31. February 13, 1953. 

Date at the end of each indicates the issue 
of “The Builder” in which details of the competition 
appeared. 





March 13 1953 


permitted to interfere with the superb views 
across to the Black Mountains and the hills 
of Radnor. 


ARCHITECTURAL WORK 


So much for Brown’s landscape designs, 
But his practice did not end there, for jn 
1751, the year that he came to London, he 
also turned his attention to architecture 
revealing himself as a competent designer 
in the Palladian manner. 

Although assistants were taken on to help 
with surveys, Brown’s time was fully occu- 
pied in preparing plans, inspecting sites, 
meeting clients, fulfilling his duties as Royal 
Gardener and as a J.P. for Huntingdon; and 
particularly in the prodigious amount of 
travelling which such a practice involved, 
It is therefore not surprising that he found 
no time to publish his views on gardening, 
Some observations which he made on the 
subject in a letter are therefore worth 
quoting: they occur in a reply to Thomas 
Dyer, who had asked him for a plan to send 
to a friend in France, in 1775, 


“TI have made,” he wrote, “a plan 
according to your desire as well as I could 
from the survey and description you sent 
me, which I wish may be of use to the 
owner. In France they do not exactly 
comprehend our ideas on Gardening and 
Place-making which when rightly under- 
stood will supply all the Elegance, and 
all the comforts which mankind wants in 
the Country, and (I will add) if right, be 
exactly fit for the owner, the Poet and the 
Painter. To Produce these effects there 
wants a good plan, good execution, a per- 
fect knowledge of the country and the 
objects in it, whether natural or artificial, 
and infinite delicacy in the planting, etc., 
so much beauty depending on the size of 
the trees and the colour of their 
leaves to produce the effect of light 
and shade so_ very” essential to 
the perfecting a good plan. As also 
the hideing what is disagreeable and 
shewing what is beautiful, getting shade 
from the large trees and sweets from the 
smaller sorts or shrubbs . . .” 

This reference to the smaller and sweet 
smelling sorts of shrubs is interesting and 
worth stressing because it is often asserted 
that the landscape gardener, and Brown in 
particular, paid scant attention to such 
details. 2 

The number of Brown’s commissions 1s, 
of course, enormous, and although only one 
account book survives, plans for more than 
150 places are mentioned in it. Not all of 
them were carried out, but the majority of 
schemes went through either in part or 
whole. 


THE MAN HIMSELF 


If I have said too much about Brown's 
practice and not enough about the man 
behind it, I must attempt to remedy that 
defect. From his portraits we have the 
impression of a spare figure of medium 
height with a slight stoop. The somewhat 
stern aspect given by a long nose and high 
forehead is offset by twinkling eyes and 4 
humorous mouth. From a packet of letters 
in the possession of a descendant it is evident 
that he was regarded as a friend as we!l 5 
an adviser by many of his clients. 

Brown died in 1783—170 years ago 0° 
the 6th of February. Subsequent gener 
tions, while enjoying the beauty he had 
created, consigned his memory to the lumvc' 
room from which it should now be recovers 
and given the honour which “Capability 
most certainly deserves. 
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New practical wing. 


DOWNHAM LCC SECONDARY SCHOOL, LEWISHAM 


Architect : 
DAVID STOKES, FRIBA 


Assistant Architect : 


ANTHONY COOPER, ARIBA 


Assistant in Charge : 


V. JEANNE DAVIES, ARIBA, AMTPI 


Quantity Surveyors : 
DAVIS, BELFIELD AND EVEREST 


Reinforced Concrete Consultants : 
CONSIDERE CONSTRUCTIONS, LTD. 


Electrical Consultant : 


CHIEF ELECTRICAL ENGINEER, LCC 


Builders : 
RUSH AND TOMPKINS, LTD. 


HIS school was built in the ’twenties by the L.C.C. 
One wing was destroyed during the war and has 
now been rebuilt in a different form to provide a 
housecraft centre and a handicraft centre for near-by 
boys’ schools. A kitchen has also been built to serve 
this and a near-by school. 
The entrance to the boys’ handicraft centre has been 
planned so that this part of the building can be 


approached without going through the girls’ part of 
the school, and a new girls’ entrance has been formed 
off their playground with a new headmistress’s 
room over it. 

The handicraft centre has provision for cloaks and 
lavatories for the two classes doing woodwork and 
metalwork there. 


The woodwork and metalwork rooms and the 
housecraft rooms are lit on both sides. A practice 
flat is planned in connection with the senior house- 
craft room and a dining alcove with the junior room. 


A water tank of 4,000 gallons capacity is provided 
over the housecraft flat. 

The senior housecraft room has bays to accommo- 
date four pupils each, arranged so that each girl has 
her own table and shares a cooker with one other and 
a sink with three other girls. The kitchen is arranged 
for the serving of meals to this school through a wash- 
up and servery and also for the despatch of cooked 
meals to the near-by school. 

A new girls’ cloakroom opens off their new entrance 
hall. The structure is a reinforced concrete frame 
with brick end walls and panels. The first floor is 
formed of in situ concrete beams at 2 ft. 6 in. centres, 
under which is a flat ceiling on patent lathing. The 
roofs to the housecraft rooms and the kitchen are 
formed with a reinforced concrete barrel vault 24 in. 
thick covered with mineralised roofing felt 

The facings are in lilac flint bricks for the end 
walls and London stocks for the panels, with the 
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Left: Woodwork room. 
Below : Senior housecraft 
room. 
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exposed concrete painted white. Internally, walls 
are plaster painted with cement glaze near the lavatory 
basins. Woodwork is hardwood oiled or painted. 
The floors are quarry tiles in the entrance halls, cloak- 
rooms and kitchen, wood block in the handicraft 
rooms, teachers’ rooms and housecraft flat, and a 
p.v.c. plastic floor in the housecraft rooms. The 
staircase treads are non-slip precast grey-green blocks. 


Heating is by low-pressure hot water with hand- 
fired boilers. Following is a list of sub-contractors : 


Bricks, Uxbridge Flint Brick Co., Ltd., Cement Market- 
ing Co., Ltd., and Hall and Co., Ltd. ; barrel roof rein- 
forcement, ‘Twisteel Reinforcement, Ltd.; electricity, 
Ayr Engineering and Constructional Co., Ltd. ; heating, 
hot water and extract ventilation, Troughton and Young 
(Heating), Ltd.; gas installation, South Eastern Gas 
Board ; precast columns, copings and treads, Girlings 
Ferro-Concrete Co., Ltd.; slate cills, Bow Slate and 
Enamel Co., Ltd.; metal windows and lantern lights, 
Williams and Williams, Ltd. ; pavement and roof lights, 
John Healey (London), Ltd.; ironmongery and balus- 
trades, Adrian Stokes, Ltd. 


Asphalt and felt roofing, Durable Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; 
sanitary fittings, John Knowles and Co. (London), Ltd., and 
J. Young and Co., Ltd. ; cloakroom fittings, N. F. Ramsay 
and Co., Ltd. ; roof screeding, Meta Mica, Ltd. ; flooring 
(hardwood), Horsley Smith and Co. (Hayes), Ltd. (quarry 
tiles) Cope and Co., Ltd., (‘ Altro”’) W. H. Gaze and 
Sons, Ltd. ; flush doors, Gliksten Doors, Ltd. ; ‘* Holo- 
plast”’ cubicles, Builders Supply Co. (Hayes), Ltd.; 
cement glazing, Modern Surfaces, Ltd.; ventilators, 
Colt Ventilation, Ltd. ; domelight, T. and W. Ide, Ltd. ; 
fencing and gates, H. Young and Co., Ltd.; rolling 
shutters, Haskins (Rolling Shutters), Ltd.; tar paving, 
Wainwright Paving and Contracting Co., Ltd. 
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View towards the communal room. 


ASHBURTON MEMORIAL OLD PEOPLE’S HOMES, CROYDON 


Borough Engineer : 


C. E. BOAST, OBE, MInstCE, FRICS, MIMunE 


Principal Assistant Architect: H. THORNLEY, ARIBA 


Chief Assistant Architect: M. DOLMAN, ARIBA 


Quantity Surveyors : 


HESE old people’s homes were opened on 

October 4 by Sir George Wilkinson, chairman 

of the Old People’s Homes Committee of the Lord 

Mayor’s National Air Raid Distress Fund, and former 

Lord Mayor of London. A grant of £15,000, roughly 

half of the total cost of the scheme, was received from 
the Air Raid Distress Fund. 

The homes have been planned as a distinctive two- 
storey block containing 16 self-contained flats each 
having a sitting-room, one bedroom, a kitchen and a 
bathroom. In addition there is a flat for a resident 
warden. A communal room with small service kitchen 
adjacent is provided and will enable social and other 
activities to take place. Each group of four or six 
flats is entered from a common entrance hall or landing, 
and has a south aspect the 


overlooking attractive 


CROSHER AND JAMES, FF.RICS 
Builders: H. T. JONES & 


CO., LID. 


garden and residential surroundings of the scheme. 
The elevations have been designed in a contemporary 
manner for this type of building, but with special 
regard to architectural features. ‘The external cavity 
walls are faced with hand-made grey-brown facing 
bricks with reconstructed Bath stone dressings, the 
roofs being covered with hand-made pantiles. A stone 
flagged terrace with brick flower-box surrounds is 
provided on the south side of the communal room. 
Background heating to the living quarters is pro- 
vided from a central heating plant which also supplies 
the domestic hot water. In addition an open fireplace 


with gas ignition and convection heating is provided 
in living-rooms and the communal room. 

Built-in fitments and wardrobes are provided in 
Internal decorations gener- 


kitchens and bedrooms. 





General view of the scheme 
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ally are in light pastel shades to produce a cheerful 
background. | 


The buildings have been so arranged as to provide 
the maximum open space to the south overlooking the 
garden layout, which has been planned with paved 
and grassed areas, flower beds and borders. Seats 
are provided for the use of residents. Following is a 
list of sub-contractors :— 


Water supply, Croydon Corp. ; gas supply, SE Gas 
Board ; electricity supply, SE Electricity Board ; asphalt- 
ing, Val de Travers Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd.; metal 
windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Sidcup, Kent ; 
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facing bricks, H. J. Greenham, Ltd. ; reconstructed stone, 
Kendell’s Stone and Paving Co., Ltd., Croydon; steel- 
work, Standard Steel Co. (1929), Ltd., Croydon ; sus- 
pended fireproof floors, Smith’s Fireproof Floors, Ltd., 
East Molesey, Surrey ; heating and hot water installations, 
C. W. Evans and Co., Ltd., Croydon ; flooring, Granwood 
Flooring Co., Ltd. 

Sanitary fittings and fireplaces, Hammond and Hussey, 
Ltd., Croydon; electric installations, Terminus Electric, 
Purley ; ironmongery, Lockerbie and Wilkinson (B’ham.), 
Ltd., Tipton, Staffs; metal partitions, Venesta, Ltd. ; 
plastering, William Bros., Carshalton, Surrey ; tiled sur- 
rounds, B. Finch and Co., Ltd., Barkingside, Essex ; 
wall and floor tiling, Carter (Brockley), Ltd. 
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Ground- and first-floor plans. 
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South-west elevation. 


BAKERY AT REGENT STREET, PLYMOUTH 


Architect: KENNETH M. B. CROSS, MA, FRIBA 
Quantity Surveyor : WILLIAM }. HALL, FRICS 
Builders: STAVERTON BUILDERS, LTD. 








Main entrance. 
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BurLT on a sloping site, the 

principal floor of this extensive 
bakery is at the approximate level 
of Regent-street, whence two side 
roads, Hampton - street and 
Constantine-street, run downhill and 
are joined by New-road along the 
southern boundary. Advantage is 
taken of this difference in levels to 
plan the garage with access from 
New-road and the board room with 
an entrance from New-road as well 
as the store and heating chamber 
and staff entrance at the lower 
ground-floor level. Flour and other 
materials are delivered at the lower 
level and taken by lift to the flour 
store on the first floor or the weigh- 
up and issue room on the upper 
ground floor, after which they go 
through the process of manufacture 
as bread, cakes, pastries and choco- 
lates before being loaded into vans 
at the loading dock at the Regent- 
street level. 

The upper ground floor com- 
prises the weigh-up and issue room, 
the large bakehouse, finishing room, 
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Main entrance gates. 
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chocolates room and tin wash room 


as well as the bread room. The 
assembly space and confectionery 
racks on the loading dock and 
dressing-rooms for staff complete 
the accommodation on this floor. 


On the first floor are planned 
the dough room and flour store, a 
suite of offices and kitchen and 
staff dining-room. 

The elevations are finished with 
2in. multi-coloured facing bricks 
with cream white flush pointing ; 
the coping is of artificial Portland 
stone. Steel casements and copper 
window cills are used. 
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Central heating and hot water 
supplies are by oil-fired boiler plant. 
Fluorescent lighting and internal 
telephones and loudspeaker equip- 
ment are also installed. 


Following is a list of sub- 
contractors :— 

Floors, Diespeker, Ltd. ;  struc- 
tural steelwork, Dawnays,_  Ltd.; 


facing bricks, Western Counties Brick 
Co., Ltd., Plymouth ; asphalt roofing, 


etc., Val de Travers; thermacoustic 
slab, Thermacoust, Ltd.; artificial 
stone copings, Empire Stone Co., 
Ltd. ; asbestos roofing, Asbestos 


Cement Roofings ; metal windows and 
lantern lights, Crittall Manufacturing 
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View of bread room 
on upper ground floor, 


Co., Ltd.; heating, hot water and 
ventilation, Z. D. Berry and Sons, 
Ltd.; electrical installation, Drake 
and Gorham, Plymouth; goods lift, 
Express Lift Co., Ltd. ; stelcon floors, 
Stelcon Industrial Floors, Ltd. ; iron 
balustrades, Haywards, Ltd. 


Roller shutters, Haskins; copper 
cills, G. A. Harvey and Co., Ltd. ; 
pastry racks, United Yeast Co., Ltd., 
Bristol ; pressed steel lavatory cubicles, 
Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd. ; 
wire mesh screens and doors and 
clothes lockers, G. A. Harvey and Co. ; 
floor finishes, Bristol Art Floors, 
Bristol ; petrol pump, Avery-Hardoll, 
Ltd., Surbiton; entrance gates, John 
Ford, Ltd., Plymouth ; sanitary fittings, 
John Bolding and Sons; Tecalemit, 
Tecalemit, Ltd., Brentford, Middx. ; 
door furniture, Adrian Stokes, Ltd. ; 
wall tiling, Carter and Co. (London), 
Ltd.; incinerator, Incinerator Co. ; 
electric light fittings, General Electric 
Co. ; internal telephones and _ loud- 
speaker equipment, Dictograph Tele- 
phones, Ltd. ; R.I.W. marine cement, 
R.I.W. Protective Products. 


BAKERY AT REGENT 
STREET, PLYMOUTH 
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TPI ANNUAL DINNER 
Lack of Amenities in New Housing 
Areas Criticised 
Gon ERN over the lack of amenities for 

‘ the inhabitants of the new housing 
areas that have sprung up since the war 
was expressed at the annual dinner of the 
Town Planning Institute, held at the Dor- 
chester Hotel, London, on March 5. 

Mr. S. L. G. BeEauroy, CBE, FRIBA, the 
president, who proposed the toast of Her 
Majesty’s Ministers, congratulated Mr. 
Macmillan, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, who was the principal guest, 
on the progress he had made in catching up 
with housing demands in the face of many 
criticisms. 

It was clear, Mr. Beaufoy continued, that 
we must improve the space standards of 
housing, and we must decongest our over- 
crowded towns and cities, but there were 
three aspects of the problem about which 
the Institute must feel some anxiety. First, 
it was vitally necessary for provision to be 
made for the spiritual, cultural and social 
needs of the large sections of the population 
living in new housing areas and in strange 
surroundings. If this was not done it would 
raise problems of a moral and social] charac- 
ter even more difficult to solve than the 
housing problem itself. 

Second, we must conserve our precious 
store of agricultural land, a subject now 
arousing wider interest, and, as a result, he 
hoped that we should now get saner counsels. 
In the past we had wasted a good deal of 
such land, and though we could not afford 
waste now, we must use some land. How 
much did we need? It had been estimated 
that over the next 20 years all demands 
would amount to 2 per cent. of existing 
agricultural land. Were we, to avoid taking 
this, to build 30- to 40-storey blocks of flats 
in the City? He sincerely hoped not. The 
TPI suggested that the 2 per cent. could 
be made up by better farming and reclaiming 
some land not in full use. The third aspect 
was that of better distribution of oppor- 
tunities for employment, Greater London 
being the outstanding example. He assured 
the Minister of the Institute’s full support 


in any measures he might take in this 
Matter. 


Award to Sir George Pepler 


Betore concluding his remarks, Mr. 
Beaufoy announced that the Institute had 
decided to award a gold medal for the most 
outstanding achievement in town and country 
planning in this country and overseas. By 
4 unanimous vote it had been decided that 
the first medal should go to Sir George 
Pepler, CB, P-PTPI, FRICS. The medal 
will be presented to Sir George Pepler on 
June 25 next, following the Institute’s annual 

ting. 

Vin. HAROLD MACMILLAN, who responded, 
emphasised that no slur on planning was 
mplied by his having dropped the word 

Planning” from the title of his Ministry. 
in the past year he had been concerned with 
revising the financial provisions of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, but this 
would not weaken in any way the provisions 
which related to planning. Planning must, 
‘owever, be positive and creative, for 
development was necessary for the health 
and growth of the community. 

Mr. Macmillan said he found ordinary 
people rather puzzled about the object of 
‘own and country planning—they wanted to 
know what it was for; and though all would 
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accept that it was to promote and preserve 
the right use of land, there were complex 
difficulties in putting this aim into effect. 
He thought we had become a nation of Dr. 
Joads—everyone said to him: “It depends 
on what you mean by planning. .. .” 

Continuing, Mr. Macmillan admitted that 
there were far too many housing estates and 
new towns without proper social facilities, 
but he hoped that now they could see some 
easement in the housing problem they would 
be able to make a contribution to solving 
this problem. 


The Place for Flats 


_ The time was soon coming, too, when 
the great efforts of local authorities in hous- 
ing could be turned to the larger attack on 
the problem of slum clearance. They must 
also grapple with the problems of repairs 
and give longer life to old houses. We must 
not neglect the inner’cores of our cities, for 
we could not go on continually developing 
their peripheries while letting the centres rot. 
Here, he thought, was the right place for 
some flats. 

The toast of the guests was proposed by 
Professor Sir William Holford, FRIBA. 
senior vice-president, and was responded to 
by the Very Rev. W. R. Matthews, Dean of 
St. Paul’s, and Mr. Howard Robertson, ARA. 
PRIBA. 


OBITUARY 


H. S. Rogers, FRIBA 


WE RECORD WITH REGRET the death. which 
took place at Oxford on February 25, of Mr. 
Harold Sydney Rogers, MA (Oxon), FSA, 
JP, FRIBA. He was Mayor of Oxford in 
1937. Educated at St. Edward’s School and 
Oriel College, Oxford, he started in private 
practice in Oxford in 1912. He was elected 
president of the Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire Architectural Association in 
1925 and served on the Council of the RIBA, 
of which he was elected Fellow, in 1924. 

His architectural work was mainly eccle- 
siastical and includes the furnishing of the 
military and Lady chapels in Christ Church 
Cathedral. He was also responsible for the 
reconditioned almshouse at Bartlemas and 
the new buildings at St. Edward’s School, 
Somerville College and St. Edmund Hall, 
and he also designed St. Luke’s Church, 
Cowley. Mr. Rogers was a former chairman 
of the Oxfordshire Society of Architects and 
was a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Antiquaries. 


W. E. Hazell. FRIBA 

WE REGRET TO RECORD the death on 
March 4 of Mr. Wilberforce Ernest Hazell, 
FRIBA. He was 82. Awarded the RIBA 
Donaldson Medal for 1891-92, he was elected 
a Fellow of the Institute in 1907. 


E. H. Parkes, FRIBA 

WE ANNOUNCE WITH REGRET the death, 
which took place in London on March 3, of 
Mr. Ernest Hadden Parkes, FRIBA. 





Art and Christianity. 

An exhibition based on the Christian 
Theme in Contemporary Arts will be held at 
45, Park-lane, from May 12 to June 18, 
under the auspices of the International 
Faculty of Arts. Jacob Epstein, Stanley 
Spencer, John Skeaping, Graham Sutherland 
and Keith Vaughan are among the artists 
whose work will be shown. 
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INTERNATIONAL UNION 
OF ARCHITECTS 


Third Assembly and Congress 
JPURTHER details have been made avail- 

able about the International Union of 
Architects’ third assembly and congress to 
be held in Lisbon at the Palacio Foz from 
September 21-27. 


Arrangements for the congress will be in 
the hands of a steering committee presided 
over by the president of the congress and 
made up of the chairmen and rapporteurs 
of the plenary sessions and working groups, 
of which the congress will consist. 


Plenary sessions will be presided over by 
the president of the congress, assisted by two 
vice-presidents, to be elected by the congress. 
Each working group will have a chairman 
and rapporteur appointed by the executive 
committee of the IUA, and a secretary. At 
the opening of the congress members will 
have to indicate to which working group or 
groups they would like to belong. 


At the first meeting of each working group 
the rapporteur will give a preliminary intro- 
duction of the subject under study and will 
open the discussion. Members of the con- 
gress will be able to take part in the 
discussions, but the chairman will have the 
right to limit the amount of time allowed 
to each speaker. No member of the congress 
will be allowed to speak more than once 
on the same subject unless the chairman 
decides to the contrary. 


Any member of the congress wishing to 
participate in the debate will have to give 
prior notice to the chairman, and to provide 
the latter after the meeting with a written 
résumé of his speech. It will be left to 
the discretion of the chairman and rap- 
porteur to decide whether to publish the 
whole or part of these documents. 


The conclusions reached by working 
groups will be edited by editorial commit- 
tees elected by the different groups, and will 
then be presented in plenary session for dis- 
cussion and approval. The chairmen, rap- 
porteurs and secretaries of the working 
groups are ex officio members of the 
editorial committees. 


Four Languages 

The working languages for the congress 
will be French, English, Spanish and 
Portuguese. For plenary sessions a system 
of simultaneous translations will be laid 
on. Each working group will itself decide 
in what language its work will be transacted. 


A full account of the congress will be 
printed and put on sale in 1954. 


Three exhibitions will take place in 
Lisbon during the congress. The Fine Arts 
Society will show the IUA’s travelling exhi- 
bition and also an exhibition of designs sub- 
mitted in a competition for architectural 
students organised by the IUA; and an 
exhibition of Traditional Techniques in 
Portuguese Construction will be held in the 
Park of Edward VII. 

It is known that Mr. C. H. Aslin, FRIBA, 
and Professor Gordon Stephenson, FRIBA, 
have accepted invitations from the IUA to 
act respectively as chairman of the school 
construction working group and rapporteur 
of the working group dealing with town 
planning. 

Inquiries about the congress should be 
addressed to the secretary of the IUA, M. 
Pierre Vago, at 15, Quai Malaquais, Paris. 
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A MASTER PLAN FOR 
SINGAPORE 


Sir George Pepler’s Address at the 
Housing Centre 


yj THEN he addressed the Housing Centre 

on March 3 on problems of the re- 
planning of Singapore, on which he has 
been engaged for just uver two years, SiR 
GeorGe PepLer, CB, P-PTPI, FRICS, gave 
some interesting information on the kind of 
building and housing which is most common 
there, dwellings and structures of indigenous 
design and construction mingling with build- 
ings of European design and materials, 
except in certain portions of the centre of the 
city, which were laid out early in the last 
century. 

The whole island of Singapore, he said, 
had an area of about 220 square miles and a 
population of more than one million, which 
is increasing at such a rate that in twenty 
years’ time, at the same speed of growth, 
it will have doubled. 

A notable feature of the city itself was a 
large padang, or grass-covered open space, 
fronting the sea and providing a magnificent 
setting for the cathedral of St. Andrew, the 
city public offices and the law courts. Credit 
for this belonged to Colonel Farquhar, 
whom the great pioneer, Sir Stamford 
Raffles, commissioned to plan the street pat- 
tern for the nucleus of the new city shortly 
after the island had been purchased from 
the Sultan of Johore in 1824. Near by this 
open space were high office blocks and rows 
of Chinese “ shop-houses,” many of which 
were 100 years old and ripe for demolition. 


This core of the city was largely sur- 
rounded by houses or bungalows, set in 
relatively large grounds. The wide spacing 
of these residential quarters, inhabited by 
the better-off of all races, made a car almost 
a necessity, but motor traffic in the business 
quarters had risén to almost choking point. 


Interposed in and around the city were 
“ kampongs,” each consisting of a collection 
of crude dwellings made of timber or any 
odd material to hand, roofed with attap (a 
kind of leaf thatch) and with standpipe water, 
crude sanitation and primitive trackways. 
These kampongs existed because the inhabi- 
tants had nowhere else to go and, although 
primitive, they suited the climate, could be 
erected in a few days and, apparently, were 
not unhealthy to live in. 


About seven-tenths of the population of 
the whole island resided in about one-seventh 
of its area, i.ec., within the city boundary, 
and in the city about one-third lived on 
about 1,000 acres at an average density of 
over 300 persons to the acre. 


Scope for New Industry 


The first planning problem was the small- 
ness of the island in relation to its rapidly 
growing population. Second was the prob- 
lem of finding the means of livelihood for 
this expanding population, taking into 
account that the main function of Singapore 
was that of a great port related to its entre- 
pot trade. But there seemed to be clear 
scope for new industry. Third was the 
problem of finding space for housing the 
population and the overspill resulting from 
the redevelopment of the grossly over- 
crowded sections of the city. 


The density of occupants per house in the 


city Was even more startling than the figure 
of persons to the acre, due to the local 
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habit in the poorer quarters of dividing rooms 
into cubicles which were let to separate 
families. A recent survey disclosed 145 
people living in one ordinary house. 

A cubicle, explained Sir George, was a 
portion of a room, partitioned off but not 
right up to the ceiling. One cubicle might 
be occupied by a whole family, using 
double-decker beds. Many had to rely en- 
tirely on artificial light. Within, most of 
them were kept spotlessly clean but this did 
not usually apply to the passageway between 
them, which was not the responsibility of 
the individual tenants. 


The space problem in relation to planning, 
continued Sir George, was affected by the 
fact that the defence of the Far East, the 
major present function of Singapore, re- 
quired about one-fifth of the area of the 
whole island. 


At the beginning of the year a team was 
appointed to carry out a thorough survey 
and prepare a master plan for the Colony 
within three years. The team was already 
well advanced with a land use survey. A 
study of the potential of the building indus- 
try had also been made and was being kept 
under review, as upon that depended the 
possible extent and programming of develop- 
ment. 


“ Intense ” Housing Shortage 

Speaking of housing, Sir George said the 
shortage of dwellings in Singapore was in- 
tense, despite the valiant and skilful efforts 
of the Singapore Improvement Trust, which 
was the only public housing body and built 
dwellings to let at economic rents. It was 
necessary not only to keep up with the needs 
of the growing population but to proceed as 
quickly as possible with slum clearance. 
The latter aspect involved dealing with the 
kampongs as well as removing out-of-date 
and closely packed buildings. There was 
much to be said for the huts in the kam- 
pongs, in that they could be quickly erected 
by the people themselves and provided 
shelter from the rainy weather, but large 
groups of them, badly and too closely 
arranged on the ground, with primitive 
sanitation, were not appropriate as perman- 
ent features of a modern city. However, 
some new sites for this kind of housing were 
being planned and prepared, as a most use- 
ful temporary measure. 

Replying to questions, Sir George said that 
a type of house was available, somewhere 
between the huts on the kampongs and the 
houses divided into cubicles, for the man 
earning between 200 and 300 local dollars 
a month. These were provided by private 
enterprise. The Improvement Trust were 
mostly providing flats. They had erected 
some bungalows in the residential quarters 
but these used too much land where land 
was scarce. Building societies, very well 
managed, were providing the money for the 
small houses and some terraced houses were 
now being built. Sites for people to build 
their own dwellings were also provided, as 
a temporary expedient. 
- Materials used in housing were mostly 
timber, concrete and brick. Only a small 
proportion of the building materials used in 
Singapore was local; the greater proportion 
was imported from the mainland. This in- 
cluded cement. Some granite was quarried 
locally and used as aggregate for concrete. 

There was little or no indigenous archi- 
tecture in Singapore building at the moment, 
apart from the fundamental local principle 
of building houses “ on stilts.” 
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“PLANNING BLIGHT” 
OVER THE CITY 


Difficulties of the Small Developer 
At a meeting of the Court of Comm 


Council on March §, presided over by 
the Lord Mayor, complaints were made of 
the planning procedure which, it was stated, 
was holding up rebuilding in the City of 
London; and of the difficulties of the smaii 
developer. 

It was pointed out by Captain ALP 
INSTONE, On a report of the improvement 
and town planning committee, that only on 
application for planning permission was 
recommended for approval, while || applica- 
tions were to be refused for various reasons. 
In view of the inadequacy of the number 
of building licences he did not know whether 
it served any useful purpose to grant plan- 
ning permission, but he would like to thank 
Sir Harold Webbe for the impressive way 
in which he had told the House of 
Commons of how the City of London was 
suffering. 

There were two aspects of the report, 
Captain Instone continued. One was the 
licence question and the other planning 
procedure. Unless the present procedure 
was altered, it would not be planning for 
development, but planning for bankruptcy. 
It was putting a strangle-hold on te develop- 
ment of the City. He would move an 
amendment to add words to the refusals to 
the effect that the applications would be 
reconsidered at the earliest opportunity. 

Sir ANTHONY PICKFORD, the Town Clerk, 
said it- would be better to move the reference 
back for reconsideration. 

Accepting this, CAPTAIN INSTONE said that 
unless the present compuisory purchase pro- 
cedure was reconsidered they would get 
nowhere. “The City was being strangled by 
this “ planning blight.” Every time the Court 
refused an applicant the City had to find 
thousands of pounds to purchase and that 
sent the rates up. 

Mr. C. ERNEST LINK said that comprehen- 
sive development did not necessarily exclude 
the small man, but they could not have 
buildings going up higgledy-piggledy. 

Mr. Deputy F. J. CAuNTER said that his 
Ward of Cripplegate had only 65 electors 
compared with over 2,000 before the aif 
raids. Seven of the applications on the 
paper came from his ward. Some of the 
applicants had been occupiers for genera 
tions and wished to return. He urged the 
committee to lay down its ground plan. The 
matter was urgent and it might be an advat 
tage to send the Sheriffs to the Bar of the 
House of Commons to put forward the Citys 
case. 

Mr. C. R. WarrrincToN urged the right 
of small developers. Town planning was 
running away with them. Unless care Was 
taken, commerce and liberty would be 
prejudiced in favour of planning. |t was 
wise to allow a multiplicity of hoods ™ 
which wealth was held. 

Mr. C. F. GLENny, chairman of the 
improvements and town pianning committee, 
said that all ~wanted to see the small 
developer have his opportunity. But 
rebuilding must have reference to modern 


conditions with light and air. The com 
mittee was in touch with the Minister ind in 
a year or two, when finance permitted. ‘ere 
would be a great hastening in the rebu' Jin8 
of the City. sort 


The reference back was lost and the : 
carried subject to one item being withd::¥® 


















March 13 1953 


LIGHT ” 
CITY 


l Developer 

rt of Commog 

resided over 
were made of 

1, If was 

in the City of 

es of the small 


APTAIN ALFRED 
improvements 
, that only on 
ErMission was 
hile 11 applica- 
arious reasons, 
of the number 
know whether 
to grant plan- 
| like to thank 
npressive way 
e¢ House of 
f London was 


f the report, 
One was the 
her planning 
nt procedure 
planning for 
r bankruptcy. 
1 the develop- 
Id move an 
1e refusals to 
ns would be 
portunity. 

Town Clerk, 
the reference 


INE said that 
urchase pro- 

would get 
strangled by 
ne the Court 
had to find 
ise and that 


comprehen- 
rily exclude 
d not have 
ledy. 

aid that his 
65 electors 
ore the aif 
ons on the 
yme of the 
for genera- 
. urged the 
plan. The 
> an advan- 
Bar of the 
d the City’s 


d the right 
inning was 
i$ care was 
would be 
ig. It was 
hands in 


an of the 
committee, 
the small 
nity. But 
to modern 
The com- 
ister and in 
itted, there 
rebui!ding 


| the report 
withdrawn. 





March 13 1953 


COUNTRY TOWNS 


CONFERENCE 
Expansion in Country Districts 
WOME 150 delegates, many from small 
, towns and country districts, attended 
the Country Towns Conference, which was 
held at the Town Hall, Leamington Spa, on 
February 26 and 27. The conference was 
arranged by the country towns committee 
of the Town and Country Planning Associa- 

tion. 

Lorp WISE, opening the proceedings, 
spoke of country towns as a national asset. 
An East Anglian himself, he had found in 
country towns and villages all that he had 
desired of life. London and other large 
cities to strangers could be terribly friend- 
less and lonely places; but this could not 
be said with such firmness of country towns 
and villages, where we meet daily people we 
know; this kindles friendship which widens 
out in ever-spreading circles and forms a 
sound foundation for local community life. 
People think life in small communities may 
be dull and lack sparkle and initiative; but 
on balance this is not so. 

The expansion of country towns would 
enable many people now in rows of houses 
in narrow streets to be rehoused in pleasant 
surroundings with the advantages given by 
science and technical knowledge. It could 
not be done well without the enthusiastic 
co-operation of the loca! authorities and 
their officers. 


Town Development Act Powers 


Mr. W. A. Woop, of the Ministry of 
Housing, spoke on “What the Town 
Development Act can do for Country 
Towns.” The purpose of the Act was “to 
encourage town development in country 
districts for the relief of congestion or over- 
population elsewhere.” The Act did not 
define congestion, etc., but what was meant 
was the condition in the big cities. Every- 
one agreed they ought to be redeveloped 
and lose some of the population in the 
process. “Like the elephant, which is hard 
to define but easy to identify, we all know 
congestion and over-population when we see 
it,” he said. 

The Act enabled the local authorities of 
congested areas to contribute to the cost of 
town development, and also the Exchequer; 
and it increased the powers of local authori- 
ties to facilitate town development. The 
Minister hoped that normally the receiving 
district would do the job; this was funda- 
mental to the Act and a main reason for 
Exchequer help. Before submitting a scheme 
for approval the receiving district should 
consult informally with the planning 
authority, the big city authority, and 
ministries and public bodies that would be 
affected—in particular the Ministry of 
Agriculture. They should see what heip 
would be obtainable from the “ exporting ” 
authorities and the county council, and then 
come to the Minister of Housing for 
preliminary agreement about Exchequer 
contributions. 

One question would be whether the 
receiving authority had the technical and 
other resources for the job, or would need 
help. There would be no hard and fast 
priority as to whether the exporting authority 
—— county council should be the body to 
help. 

Continuing, Mr. Wood said that if a 
receiving district was unwilling to take 
desirable action, the Minister could apply 
compulsion and hand over development to 
a participating authority, But normally, 
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action would be under an agreement. Under 
the “agency agreement” the receiving dis- 
trict would buy the land and own the houses 
on completion, the big authority giving it 
the advantage of its experience in large- 
scale contracts. Or the big city authority 
might build and own the houses, though 
eventually they would be handed over to the 
receiving authority. 

Financial help from the Minister was 
limited to the equivalent of the rate-fund 
contribution under the Housing Acts, and 
the capital cost of main water, drainage, and 
site services. The principle was “to prime 
the pump ” and help the receiving authority 
over the early years. There was no fixed 
grant; grants would be related to the local 
burden. There would be no Exchequer help 
for dormitory development near _ the 
boundary of the exporting authority. The 
purpose of the Act was to tackle the prob- 
lem of the great conurbations by pushing 
new development out to a distance. 

To the question “ How near or far could 
a receiving town be.” Mr. Wood said there 
was no master mind in Whitehall selecting 
the towns to be expanded. It was to be left 
to local government. Suggestions would 
come from the development plans, from any 
country district which considered itself 
eligible, and from the congested cities them- 
selves if no one offered to help. To some 
extent, therefore, it was in the hands of 
country towns themselves to consider how 
much benefit they could get from the Act. 

The speaker thought that industrialists 
and workers would be prepared to move out 
further than the London New Towns. Swin- 
don and Ashford, 70 miles out, had 
proposals in hand, he said. But some firms 
could go greater distances than others; the 
further one went from the centre, the harder 
it was for industry to move. Workpeople 
also liked to be able to go back to see friends 
and relations. 

What advantages would the Act bring to 
country towns? <State contributions would 
be limited and would probably not cover all 
the extra burdens. Prestige might be gained 
by changes from rural to urban districts, or 
to boroughs. But the answer might be that 
given by the chairman of Bletchley UDC, 
the first town to build houses for Londoners. 
With a bigger population, Bletchley could 
have amenities impossible at present—a 
swimming pool, a community centre, chain 
stores, a cinema, a better bus service. Such 
amenities would help to keep the enterpris- 
ing young from leaving. But Bletchley was 
also glad to be doing a job that was a 
service to the wider community, the relief 
of overcrowding in the big cities. 


CHURCH TO BE BUILT BY 
VOLUNTARY LABOUR 


Cutting the Cost of Building by £10,000 


A NEW STAGE in his attempt to build the 
“community out of bricks and mortar” has 
now been reached by the Rev. S. Verney, 
curate in charge at Clifton, the most recent 
housing estate to be built in Nottingham. 
This week the people of the estate, all of 
them young married couples, have launched 
an appeal for £30,000 for materials for the 
church and church hall they will build them- 
selves. Every trade necessary is represented 
on the estate, and by supplying their own 
labour they estimate they will save £10,000. 

Work will begin on April 20, with only 
£100 raised so far. The men will build the 
church and the hall, and the women will 
make the curtains and carpets. This week 
they will address 40,000 circulars appealing 
for money. 
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MANX HOUSING COSTS 

Keener Competition Lowers Prices 

KEENER COMPETITION between builders in 
the Isle of Man is likely to result in sub- 
stantial price-cutting. This was suggested 
by Mr. W. T. Quayle, registered architect, 
when questioned about a Castletown housing 
scheme by the chairman of the Local 
Government Board at an official inquiry. 

Tenders were read from seven firms for 
the erection of a terrace of eight single-storey 
bungalows, each containing two bedrooms, 
living-room, bathroom and wa.c., kitchen, 
larder, and linen store, and the chairman 
commented that the lowest tender was more 
than £3,000 below any other, and £2,000 
below the Castletown Commissioners’ own 
estimate. 

Asked what he thought of the tender of 
£9,960 by Kelly Brothers, of Kirk Michael, 
Mr. QuayLe said he could not explain why 
it was so low, and added that it was one of 
the most extraordinary things that had hap- 
pened in post-war building schemes. It was 
probably due to keener competition, certain 
reductions in the price of materials, and the 
fact that specifications had been kept simple, 
particularly in regard to roofing and site 
works, 

The design and construction generally fol- 
lowed the recommendations prepared by the 
Local Government Board for use by local 
authorities submitting schemes. Specifica- 
tions were in no way inferior to those gener- 
ally adopted for housing schemes. 

Mr. Quayle added that thé contractors 
were confident they could carry out the con- 
tract successfully at the figure mentioned. 

The chairman stated that the Board would 
recommend the scheme to Tynwald, the 
Manx Parliament. 

The second lowest tender was for £13,062, 
and the highest £15,400. 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
Figures for January 


THe HousinG SUMMaRY presented to Par- 
liament on March 4 as a White Paper* 
jointly by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government and the Secretary of State for 
Scotland, shows that the number of per- 
manent houses completed in Great Britain 
during January was 20,584 compared with 
15,692 in January, 1952. 


*Cmd. 8.777 Housing Summary, January 31, 1%, 
H.M. Stationery Office, price 2d. 
BOOKS RECEIVED 


THE New Town. A novel by Mervyn 
Jones. (London: Jonathan Cape.) Price 15s. 
Arcuirects’ Detam SHEETS. Edited by 
E. D. Mills. (London: Iliffe and Sons, 
Ltd.) Price 25s. 

HIGHER INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION WITH 
Evectricity. (British Electrical Develop- 
ment Association.) Price 9s. 

THe WELDING OF AUSTENITIC CORROSION- 
AND Heat-Resistinc Steers. (London: 
British Welding Research Association.) 
Price 27s. 6d. 

NorRWICH AND THE Broaps. By J. Went- 


worth Day. (London: B. T. Batsford, 
Ltd.) Price 15s. 
Austria. By Monk Gibbon. (London: 


B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 18s. 


.*, Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Centre, “ The Builder,” 4. Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash (which 
should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 
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Fig. 1.—A kitchen in the Pimlico flats. 


KITCHEN PLANNING 


Experiments on a Working Kitchen in London Flats 


By R. G. BATESON, MA, and ELSPETH A. WHYTE, BSc., 
of the Building Research Station 


S part of a *study of housing this 
investigation was undertaken to test 

a method of examining domestic tasks, 
such as meal preparation, in relation to 
planning and layout, using a mock-up 
technique. It was not intended as a 
critical examination of the kitchen selected, 
which was generally regarded as a good 
example of modern practice, and it was 
only after the study of kitchen tasks was 
under way that it became apparent that 
this particular kitchen was capable of 
improvement and that economies could be 
effected without impairing its usefulness. 

It is not proposed to deal in detail here 
with the technique of method study 
adopted but rather to give a brief account 
of the experimental procedure and to 
discuss the results obtained and those 
deductions which appear to be of general 
application to kitchen design. 

With the co-operation of the West- 
minster City Council and the architects, 
Messrs. Powell and Moya, a survey of some 
of the working kitchens (Fig. 1.) in a block 
of flats on the Churchill Gardens Estate, 
Pimlico, was made to form some 
idea of the range of articles and utensils 
kept in the kitchens and where these were 
stored. Following the survey two mock- 
up versions of the kitchen (left-hand and 
right-hand) were erected and equipped 
at the Station’s Field Test Unit. Internally 
these mock-ups were exact replicas of the 
real kitchens and all necessary services 
were laid on. Arrangements were made 
for measuring the consumption of gas, 
electricity and water in a meter room 
between the two kitchens ; this room also 
represented the living-room of the flats 


nd The matter and phot and plans illustrating 
this article are Crown Copyright Reserved. 





when meals were normally eaten there. 
The general arrangement can be seen in 
Fig. 3. 

FIELD TESTS 


Eight housewives from the flats came 
out to the Field Test Unft on five occasions 
and were observed during all operations 
connected with preparing, cooking and 
clearing away a main meal for five persons. 





March 13 1953 


The next stage was to observe some of 
these women performing the same tasks 
in their own homes in order to check the 
realism and validity of the mock-up 
studies. No reasons for doubting the 
mock-up results were found, and it i 
interesting to note that the women 
volunteered that when working in the 
mock-ups they quite forgot that they were 
not in their own home and soon became 
unconscious of being watched through 
the window. 


The method of observing and recording 
what took place was based on the move- 
ment of articles and utensils and did not 
take account of a subject’s movements 
except when she was actually handling 
something connected with the task. All 
locations and utensils, foods, etc., were 
coded, and movements between locations 
recorded. Thus for each meal and each 
woman the number of movements of 
articles was known and the distance 
travelled by the articles could be calcu- 
lated. It was the distribution of move- 
ments and distances covered during the 
tests that were mainly used in assessing 
and comparing the suitability of the 
kitchen layouts for the purposes under 
investigation. The women were free to 
carry out the tasks in their own way 
though required to produce the menu 
laid down for each test at a certain hour. 
A time record was, however, kept in case 
it should later be found desirable to 
compare the patterns of behaviour of the 
various subjects. 


From the results obtained and from the 
views expressed by the subjects taking part 
it appeared that certain modifications to 
the layout of the equipment could be 
made with advantage, and accordingly the 
mock-up kitchens were modified to incor- 
porate these ideas in so far as this was 
practicable without altering the shape 
and size of the room or changing the 
position of doors and window. ‘The same 





Fig 2.—The modified mock-up kitchen showing grouping of equipment and new position of 
gas meter, 
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THE BUILDER 





Fig. 3.—General view of the experimental mock-up apparatus. 


eight housewives now repeated the same 
tasks as before, and later gave their views 
on the modifications. 


CHANGES IN LAYOUT 


As reference to Fig. 4 shows, consider- 
able changes in the layout had been made, 
and the places for storage were now 
imposed and were the same for all 
subjects. Nevertheless, the women settled 
down almost at once and it is believed that 
the results obtained with the two layouts 
can be compared with considerable 
confidence. 

In principle, changes were made so as 
to concentrate all accommodation for 
articles frequently in use round the work 
centre (cooker-sink-worktop) ; the dresser 
unit was omitted as its worktop was very 
little used, and its place taken by a new 
British Standard drawer and cupboard 
htment placed beneath the draining board 
and a large worktop or table with two 
drawers located in front of the window. 


WALL ON UPPER FLOORS 



































wors yort *) 
1--3-4 
SHELF 
| 
6 
. pA 12-6 
WORK TOP ae , 
mS > 71-3 1! 82 i868 
panel + Snowe” 7%; 
: i ‘ pore “ 
; a aria] . 
"27-0 le « 
' ; POC yd 
j Sueur 4-0 ‘cro 

















IGINA 





The sink and draining board were moved 
towards the window and the cooker moved 
near to the bathroom wall. The china 
cupboard together with the refrigerator 
and dry goods cupboard were moved to 
this wall, the last two units occupying 
the place of the meter cur board which was 
abolished as unnecessary (Fig.2.). Thedry 
goods cupboard was reduced in size and 
placed under the refrigerator which now had 
a small cupboard over it. Two small 
shelves were placed at the same height as 
the china cupboard between it and the 
sink wall. The shelf under the sink was 
widened and taken right up to the window 
wall. 

All plinths beneath standard fitments 
were abolished as toe spaces were only 
considered necessary under work places ; 
the unit under the draining board, being 
set back 2 in., automatically provided toe 
space. In consequence heights of tall 
units were reduced by 3 in. resulting in 
the tops of cupboards coming down to 
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6 ft. 6 in. and the highest shelf to 5 ft. 9 in., 
thereby bringing i ithi 
reach of an average woman. Wi 
same object the plate racks and 
shelves were rearranged to provide a 
lower average height. 

It was estimated that these changes 
would result in a saving per kitchen of 
about £6 (i.e., 8 per cent.) assuming the 
table is provided by the local authority, 
or £12 (i.e., 16 per cent.) assuming its 
provision is left to the tenant, who will 
often have a suitable table. 


COMPARISON OF RESULTS 


Space does not permit of discussion of 
the variation between the different subjects 
and it is only possible here to consider 
their average behaviour and compare 
the results obtained for the two layouts. 
With the original layout the total distance 
travelled by all articles in the 40 tests was 
some 27,000 yards and for the 40 tests in 
the modified layout this was reduced to 
about 22,000 yards—a saving of 18 per 
cent. A close study of the observations 
indicates that the distance moved by the 
women themselves is of the same order as 
the above so that an indication of the 
reduction of effort is also obtained. Fig. 4 
gives the percentage number of moves 
associated with various parts of the 
kitchen from which it will be seen that in 
the modified layout nearly 90 per cent. 1s 
concentrated in a triangular area of about 
one-third of the kitchen. Movement 
across the kitchen to the hatch wall was 
reduced from 10 per cent. to 44 per cent. 

All the women found the new layout 
easier to work in and only one preferred 
the original layout. All preferred the new 
positions of the refrigerator and china 
cupboard, and seven out of the eight the 
new position of the dry goods cupboard. 
The substitution of a cupboard and 
drawer unit placed under the draining 
board for the cupboard and one of the 
drawers in the dresser was approved by 
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THE FIGURES SHEWN ARE THE PERCENTAGE NUMBER OF MOVES TO AND FROM CERTAIN AREAS OF THE KITCHEN, THOSE AGAGIST THE BRACKETS 


Fig. 4.—Layout of equipment in the two kitchens showing the percentage number of movements associated with certain areas. 
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all. A hatch shelf which was provided 
was considered too small by all except 
two, but the new positions and heights of 
the pan and plate racks were preferred by 
all except one who liked the plate racks 
one above the other. 

Opinion was divided when comparing 
the amount of working space round the 
cooker ; two housewives considered that 
there was less space, two the same amount 
and four more space. The six shorter 
housewives noticed and approved that the 
plinths had been removed, and all pre- 
ferred the lowered equipment. 

The local authority and architects 
concerned have already adopted some of 
the modifications and are arranging to 
follow the other suggestions in so far as 
they are of general application. It was 
particularly appreciated that the modified 
arrangement enables a working kitchen of 
this area (96 sq. ft.) to be used as a dining- 
kitchen if desired. 

Quite apart from the confidence inspired 
in the mock-up method as an e¢onomical 
link between the drawing board and the 
projected building, this investigation 
brings out and reinforces certain general 
principles of kitchen planning which are 
summarised below. It has also shown 
that even in a modern kitchen accepted 
as well designed and equipped improve- 
ments may be possible and may at the 
same time reduce expenditure. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Though some of the principles 
enumerated may appear obvious it is 
surprising how often they are not followed 
as a study of many plans of modern 
housing will show. They are: 

(1) In view of the many moves between 
cooker and sink, and cooker and worktop, 
it is desirable to place the cooker between 
the draining board and worktop, or at 
any rate next to the draining board 
(which will then serve as a parking place 
for pans and also to some extent as a 
worktop). If the cooker is next to the 
draining board only, the worktop should 
not be too far from the cooker and an 
extra parking place, or at least space to 
allow pan handles to project safely, 
should be provided on the other side of 
the cooker. In other words the cooker 
should neither be isolated nor pushed right 
into a corner. 

(2) Small worktops alone are of very 
little value except as parking places, and 
in general it would appear much better 
to provide one large work surface (at 
which occasional meals may be eaten if 
desired) at a slightly lower height (say 
33 in.) than the standard sink level of 
36 in. 

(3) With the tendency to eat meals in 
the kitchen, unless a large worktop as in 
(2) is provided, it is highly desirable to 
allow space for a table and chairs. Such 
allowance should not interfere unduly 
with kitchen tasks and in general this 
means that in a small working kitchen 
there should be sufficient clear wall space 
to accommodate one side of a free-standing 
table. A kitchen table also provides a 
lower working surface than the standard 
worktop, which is too high for certain 
kitchen tasks. 

(4) The position of food storage equip- 
ment relative to the work centre is of 
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little importance in a small kitchen as 
the number of times the larder, refrigerator 
and dry goods cupboard are involved in 
the course of the preparation of a main 
meal, cake making, etc., is small. 


(5) The number of doors leading to 
other rooms or outside should be kept to 
a minimum and in any case they should be 
placed so that the connecting traffic paths 
do not cut across the work centre (cooker- 
sink-worktop). 

Provided the above conditions are 
substantially satisfied it is conceivable 
that a smaller area than that provided in 
this case would be acceptable, and this 
possibility is being studied. 

The measurements of gas, electricity 
and hot and cold water consumption were 
of secondary importance in this study, but 
it is interesting to note that they varied 
not only from one housewife to another 
but for the same housewife from one 
repetition of a meal to another. The 
average consumption of gas was 50 cu. ft. 
per meal and of electricity 4} kWh. 
according to the appliance used. The 
consumption of hot and cold water 
among the housewives varied widely, 
the average consumption for hot water 
being 18 gals. per meal and for cold 
water 8 gals. 


CHURCH BUILDINGS IN NEW 
HOUSING AREAS 


Deputation Received by Mr. Macmillan 


Mr. MACMILLAN, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, on March 5 received a 
deputation, led by the Bishop of London, 
consisting of representatives of the Churches 
Main Committee, which is responsible for 
churches and other buildings for worship 
and parochial buildings, the British Council, 
of Churches, and the Central Churches 
Group of the National Council of Social 
Service. 

The deputation declared that the religious, 
cultural, and social needs of the new housing 
areas were not being adequately met. They 
urged the Minister to simplify the adminis- 
trative machinery by means of which both 
church and community buildings could be 
provided, to make building licences more 
readily and uniformly available for them 
and, in the case of community buildings 
meeting the needs of new local organisations, 
that financial provision be made on such 
a scale as would evoke voluntary local effort. 

In reply, Mr. Macmillan said that these 
matters would receive his sympathetic study 
and that he would write to the Bishop of 
London. 


ARCHITECT WINS CLAIM 


Builders to Pay Damages 


AN ACTION for damages against a Notting- 
ham building firm was settled at Nottingham 
Assizes on March 4. It was brought by 
Mr. Joseph Hubert Evans. described as an 
architect, of Bilton, near Rugby. The claim 
arose from an accident in which he was 
struck on the head by a descending hoist 
on the site where the firm, G. A. Pillatt 
and Son, Ltd., builders, of Quorn-road, 
Nottingham, was at work. Mr. Richard 
Elwes, QC, made application for the archi- 
tect. and Mr. Justice Ormerod gave judg- 
ment by consent in favour of Mr. Evans for 
£2,050 and £75 costs against the firm. 
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** HIGH PADDINGTON” 


Advantages of Building Vertically 


(THE advantages of building vertically 

instead of horizontally as a means of 
rehousing the overcrowded populations jn 
the centres of our great cities and towns 
were described by Mr. SERGE KaApieigu. 
ARIBA, in a paper on “ The High Padding- 
ton Scheme,” given at the Royal Society of 
Arts on Wednesday, with Professor L. 
Dudley Stamp, CBE, in the chair. 

After describing the present congestion of 
the Paddington area, where, he estimated, 
some 3,000 people would have to be pro- 
vided with new homes in one of the new 
towns or in a new suburb, Mr. Kadleigh 
listed what “ High Paddington ” had to offer. 
First, he said, by. making full use of modern 
building technique the same area of land 
could be used for more than one purpose 
in urban development, so our choice of sites 
was not so restricted and we could look 
for suitable places to develop in areas denied 
to horizontal development. “We at once 
see that High Paddington could be built over 
the 20 acres of goods yard by Paddington 
Railway Station, virtually without displacing 
a single family. On this one site alone we 
can therefore house a complete community 
of some 8,000 people which would provide 
homes and work for the bulk of the 
borough’s waiting list of families. Once 
built, High Paddington can rehouse the 
people living in the overcrowded and often 
derelict buildings around it, these can then 
be demolished and a 100-acre park provided 
in their stead, thus giving the citizens of 
Paddington open space and playing fields.” 


“Not a Block of Flats” 


High Paddington should not, of course, 
be confused with a block of flats, he con- 
tinued. It was conceived on entirely differ- 
ent principles, as though it were a hill town 
complete with all the social and economic 
requirements of a prosperous community of 
8,000 people, gaining the sweeping views, 
clearer air, noble skies, spacious promenades 
and intimate gardens that one associated 
with the delights of living in high places. 
Its industry and commerce, placed astride 
road, rail and canal transport in the heart 
of London and within walking distance of 
its source of labour, had all the material 
conditions for a prosperous community. The 
residential area situated in the cleaner aif 
and light above the noise, smoke and fog of 
London, with its variety of dwellings for 
every size of family each with private 
gardens, its mumerous playgrounds for 
children of all ages, and its church, schools, 
clubroom accommodation, laundries, libraries 
and workshops, had the material require 
ments for healthy family life. The town 
centre, consisting of 18 acres of open pleasure 
grounds with its public gardens, founta:ns. 
shops, restaurants, cinema and amenities, 4!! 
completely segregated from traffic, had the 
requirements for real sociability and ‘he 
pleasure of meeting friends and acquaint 
tances in spacious surroundings. 

On the question of whether High Padding- 
ton could be built economically, the speas¢r 
said that the difficulty was not whether the 
building industry could adapt itself to differ 
ent methods; the difficulty was in presenting 
definite requirements to the industry. ~ The 
industry is geared to whatever is in 14! 
demanded of it; if we ask it to build up ad 
not out, I am quite confident that it 
prove itself highly skilful in building 


The industry wants a lead, and not a brake. 


like all of us.” 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Minister Grants Limited Consent 
to Continuance of Industrial User 


THE Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 

ernment, Mr. Harold Macmillan, MP, 
has considered the representations made to 
his inspector at a public inquiry into an 
appeal by Mr. L. W. Watson against the 
refusal of the Enfield UDC, acting on behalf 
of the Middlesex County Council, to permit 
premises known as Foxhall, Baker-street, 
Enfield, to be continued to be used for indus- 
trial purposes. 

It was stated on behalf of the council that 
they had previously granted temporary per- 
missions for the industrial use of the 
premises but that they felt that the site 
should now revert to its proper housing use. 
Not only was this particular industrial user 
wrongly sited in an area which was mainly 
residential in character, but Foxhall, origin- 
ally a dwelling house, was now so decayed 
and dilapidated that it had become an eye- 
sore. The council hoped to acquire the 
site for housing purposes. 

The Minister states that although he agrees 
with the council that the site should not be 
used for industrial purposes, he notes that 
the appellant’s business caused little noise 
and that deliveries and collections thereto 
were usually confined to about three journeys 
a week. In the circumstances, he feels that 
it would be unreasonable not to grant a 
final limited consent in order to assist the 
appellant to transfer his business to the new 
site which he hopes to acquire at Cheshunt. 
He has accordingly decided to allow the 
appeal, subject to the condition that the 
present user shall be discontinued within 12 
months. 


Appeal to Allow “ Sporadic ” Housing 
Development Upheld 


Mr. P. J. Wrwtams has _ successfully 
appealed to the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government against the Warwickshire 
County Council’s refusal to permit him to 
construct a house at Quinney’s Hill, Gilberts 
Green, Tanworth. The council had with- 
held consent because they objected to 
sporadic development in the area of Tan- 
worth and wished all future building to be 
concentrated among the existing houses at 
bi End, Aspley, Tanworth and Earls- 
wood, 


Caravan Held to be Detrimental to 
‘ iti 


_ THE REFUSAL of the Bakewell RDC, act- 
ing on behalf of the Peak Planning Board, 
to grant planning consent for the stationing 
of a trailer caravan on Jand at Conksbury, 
Youlgreave, has been upheld by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
on the grounds that the appeal site, located 
in Lathkill Dale, is situated in an area of 
exceptionally high amenity value, and that 
the structure would considerably detract 
from the visual amenities of the dale. 


Gravel Extraction in Farnham Area: 
Minister’s Views 

THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has dismissed the appeal of 
Farnham Flint, Gravel and Sand Co., Ltd., 
against the refusal of the Hambledon RDC, 
acting on behalf of the Surrey County 
Council, to permit the extraction of gravel 
from Waverley lands, near Farnham, but 
has suggested that, subject to new proposals 
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for access, and other conditions, the local 
planning authority should favourably con- 
sider a further application. 

In giving his decision, the Minister ex- 
presses the opinion that the changes which 
have taken place in the supply and demand 
for gravel in this area since 1950 justify the 
granting of planning permission for this site 
at an early date. 

He is satisfied that working can take place 
without any permanent harm to the ameni- 
ties of the area, or any serious interference 
with food production, provided that a scheme 
of progressive restoration is adopted; but he 
is of opinion that the working should not 
take place below thé winter water table, and 
that no excavation should be permitted in 
the low-lying land at the north-western and 
extreme south-western corners of the site. 

The Minister goes on to say that he under- 
stands that Waverley Abbey may eventually 
be opened to the public. He therefore con- 
siders that the excavation of the site should 
be completed as quickly as possible in order 
to reduce to a minimum the temporary dis- 
turbance of the Abbey surroundings which 
the workings will eventually cause. In his 
view, any permission which is granted 
should be limited to a period of 15 years. 

The company’s existing proposals with 
regard to access, however, are unacceptable 
in the interests of public safety, and for that 
reason the Minister is not prepared to allow 
the appeal at present before him. 


Proposal to Construct Houses on 
Hampstead Site Approved 

AN APPEAL by Northern Heights Estates, 
Limited, against the refusal of the Hendon 
Borough Council to allow them to construct 
three detached houses on approximately half 
an acre of land at the rear of Hermitage- 
lane, NW3, was the subject of a public 
inquiry recently. 

The grounds upon which consent was 
withheld by the Council were (1) that the 
land is defined as a public open space in the 
County of Middlesex Development Plan; 
(2) that the width of the proposed access is 
inadequate ; (3) that the erection of three 
houses would be detrimental to the amenities 
of the surrounding properties ; and (4) that 
the use of the existing access to Hermitage- 
lane would create conditions prejudicial to 
the free flow of traffic and general safety 
along the neighbouring highway. 

Evidence in support of the appeal was 
given by Mr. W. Segal, registered architect, 
and Mr. D. E. Morrison, ARIBA 

The Minister states, in the course of his 
decision, that the existing area of Elm Park 
is sufficient, in his opinion, to meet the needs 
of the neighbourhood for a small amenity 
open space and he considers that the appeal 
site could be used for the erection of three 
houses without causing serious disturbance 
to the amenities. The proposed access to 
Hermitage-lane appeared to him to be satis- 
factory in regard to width and unlikely to 
cause any measurable increase in traffic 
danger. The Minister states that, in the cir- 
cumstances, he has decided to allow the 
appeal, subject to the condition that the 
siting, design and external appearance of the 
houses shall be agreed with the local plan- 
ning authority, or failing agreement, as may 
be determined by the Minister. 


Successful Appeal Against Limited 
Planning Consent 
Messrs. Skinners (Croydon), Ltd., recently 
applied to the Croydon Borough Council for 
permission to construct a warehouse in 
Epsom-road, and the Council granted a con- 





ditional consent for a limited périod of 15 
years. On appeal to the Minister, how- 
successful i 


THe Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has allowed the appeal of 
Mitchells and Butlers, Limited, against the 
refusal of the Aldridge UDC, acting on 
behalf of the Staffordshire County Council, 
to permit the erection of licensed premises 
on Jand at Chester-road, Stireetly. The 
appeal site comprises 1} acres of ing 
land, about seven miles north of Birmingham, 
fronting the trunk road A452 at a point 
where the road is 60 ft. wide with a 30 ft. 
carriageway and grass verges and a 6 ft. 
footpath on each side. 

The appellants first applied for planning 
permission in 1948, and that application was 
allowed subject to the condition that building 
operations were substantially commenced 
within three years, but, as the appellants 
were unable to obtain a building licence, no 
work was carried out within the specified 
period. A further application was, there- 
fore, made in February, 1951, but permis- 
sion was refused by the council upon the 
grounds that the proposed development 
would be likely to give rise to unnecessary 
dangers and interfere with the traffic on the 
trunk road. 

The company thereupon appealed to the 
Minister on the grounds that there had been 
no material change in traffic conditions 
between 1948 and February, 1951. 

In announcing his decision, the Minister 
states that he agrees with the appellants that 
traffic conditions on the trunk road have 
not materially altered since 1948. He has 
therefore decided to allow the appeal, subject 
to conditions concerning the external appear- 
ance of the buildings, construction of an 
additional access, paving of car park, and 
the erection of entrance and exit notices. 


Wheathampstead Building Scheme: 
Appeal Allowed by Minister 

THE REFUSAL of the St. Albans RDC, 
acting on behalf of the Hertfordshire County 
Council, to permit the further development 
of Hill Top Estate, Brewhouse Hill, Wheat- 
hampstead, by the erection of dwelling- 
houses, shops and the construction of roads, 
was the subject of a public inquiry at Wheat- 
hampstead in October last. 

The Wheathampstead Parish Council were 
represented at the inquiry and fears were 
expressed on their behalf that development 
on the scale proposed would lead to an un- 
controlled expansion of the village which 
would alter the character to that of a 
dormitory suburb. They further maintained 
that the siting of houses on the high ground 
to the south of the village centre was open 
to strong aesthetic objection and that the 
development, as proposed, would harm the 
visual amenities of the village and mar its 
natural beauty. 

The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government states that he has given due 
weight to the objections made by the parish 
council on the grounds of amenity, but has 
decided to allow the appeal subject to the 
condition that details of lay-out should be 
reserved for planning control. 

Referring to the submission made on 
behalf of the appellant that he was entitled 
to costs, the Minister adds that he sees 
no circumstances which would justify his 
making an order as to costs. 


See een aad 
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SOME ASPECTS OF BUILDING CONTRACTS—1 
By NORMAN P. GREIG, BA, Barrister-at-Law, FIArb, FRSanl 


MPHE purpose of these articles is to con- 

sider some general matters likely to cause 
doubt, difficulty and misunderstanding in the 
execution of building contracts. No attempt 
is made to deal with specific points that so 
frequently appear in the interpretation of the 
most carefully drawn contract and which 
arise, as a rule, under some definite circum- 
stances. It is far better to avoid disputes, 
if one can, than to be satisfied that the con- 
tract conditions provide for reference to a 
tribunal, such as an independent arbitrator 
~—if the need should arise. This frequently 
leads to delay, and other troubles; for the 
award of an arbitrator, though expressed to 
be final and binding on the parties to the 
contract may, because of some point of law 
going to the basis of the award, become sub- 
ject to a decision of the Court. 


The Tender 


According to the general law of contracts 
a tender is regarded as an offer either to 
do some act (e.g., erect a building), or to 
assume certain obligations {as under a con- 
tract of service between a building owner 
and architect), or to forgo certain rights. 
When accepted, the resulting agreement is 
“intended to carry legal comsequences,” as 
the text-books put it. It follows, therefore, 
that a mere “ estimate ” of the cost of some 
definite work may not be such an offer as 
to lead, by acceptance (and assuming a con- 
sideration) to a legal contract; for it is not 
an “ offer,” in the contract sense, but little 
more than an “ opinion.” On the other 
hand, when it is clear (and understood by the 
person making it and the person to whom 
it is sent) that it is intended to be an “ offer,” 
then (subject to some condition precedent 
or subsequent), when accepted, a binding 
contract results. In the case of Crowshaw v. 
Pritchard and Renwick (1899) a contractor 
had submitted an “estimate” and later 
sought to amend it for a reason that need 
not particularly concern us. The Court con- 
sidered that the estimate was an “ offer,” and 
so decided, in spite of evidence being sub- 
mitted that there was a custom in the build- 
ing trade that “estimates” were recognised 
as not binding (though “ offers” were). The 
Court held that there was no such custom. 

The offer or tender, once made, can always 
be withdrawn before acceptance (and it is 
usual to describe the method of acceptance); 
but after acceptance, withdrawal is only 
possible with the consent of both. parties. 
Acceptance in law is held to have been 
communicated from the moment of posting 
(where the post is the means of acceptance 
agreed to) of the acceptance. Clearly here 
there may be some difficulty in proving the 
actual terms of posting, or the fact of posting 
at all should the letter go astray, but these 
are matters that need not concern us here. 
Acceptance, in every case. must be in accord- 
ance with the terms of the offer (subject to 
what will be said later). 


The Kind of Tender 


Much has been written and discussed as 
to the best method of tendering, and the 
views of the Simon Committee in 1944 and 
those of the Working Party on Building 
(1950) have been widely circulated. Summed 
up. the conclusions of both are the same, 
namely, that expressed as a general principle, 
the “selective method” (ie., choosing a 
certain number of contractors the standard of 
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whose work, etc., is well known and who can 
be wholly relied upon, and inviting them to 
submit tenders on the basis, most frequently, 
of quantities supplied or available) 
has much to commend it. Indiscriminate 
tendering, says the Simon Committee, often 
tempts an unscrupulous builder to quote a 
price that would most certainly show a loss 
if the work comprised in the specification or 
defined by the quantities (as the case may be) 
were accurately carried out. Assuming that 
the lowest tender has been accepted, he gets 
the job, purchases inferior material and fit- 
tings, hurries on the work at such a rate as to 
make good execution impossible, tries to re- 
duce costs, and makes claims for “ extras ” in 
every possible way (and also, it is suggested, 
takes the risk as to too close inspection of 
‘his doings by the architect in his supervision, 
or a not too inquisitive clerk of works). 


Open Competition 


If open competition be decided upon, a 
term in the invitation to tender to the effect 
that the Jowest tender will be accepted, often 
leads to trouble, particularly when the 
tenders are not’. carefully examined. 
Definitely, a tender received which is con- 
siderably less than the others should be 
immediately suspect: is the tenderer em- 
barking, for instance, upon unfamiliar work, 
or has he little costing experience and is 
taking a chance, or is there a mistake of such 
a nature as clearly to show that it is im- 
possible to do the work as intended at the 
price suggested? 

But in the case of a tender based upon 
“basic prices” (and everyone in the build- 
ing industry is aware of some of the particu- 
lar difficulties and snags in regard to “ basic 
prices” of some controlled materials), then, 
in fairness to all tenderers, the individual 
tenders must be carefully examined. Com- 
plaint is not infrequent, by an aggrieved 
unsuccessful tenderer, that a particular 
contractor has got the job by quoting below 
basic prices (i.e., current market prices), 
relying upon lax examination, and assum- 
ing that he will be able to make up any 
losses, under the Fluctuations or Rise and 
Fall clause of his contract. 


Where a true “lump ‘sum or entire” 
contract is intended, the employer, of 
course, is not concerned with the way in 
which the contractor has arrived at his price 
or offer (subject to the detection of an 
obvious mistake; for if it is clear that the 
tenderer could not carry out the work as per 
specification, etc., for the suggested price, it 
would be foolish to accept such an offer and 
risk the job breaking down during its 
execution). 


But very’ often the contract is a “ measure- 
ment” one, and based upon a schedule of 
prices, “ad hoc” or otherwise (e.g., supplied 
by a Government Department). In this case, 
the prices submitted should be examined 
with the greatest care, and any price which 
seems unusual or extraordinary (i.e., much 
greater or less than customary) questioned. 
Seeing that the quantities are not “ war- 
ranted” (unless definitely so) the contractor, 
believing that the higher-priced work has 
been under-estimated and the remainder the 
reverse, may be tempted to put in a very 
high unit price for the former in order to 
gain on the “extras”; and by putting in a 
lower price for the other and less costly 





March 13 1953 


part, avoid suffering losses if omissions are 
ordered by the architect. 


Conditions Precedent 


It is not unusual for an invitation to 
tender to state that a successful tenderer js 
expected to sign a formal contract (e.g., an 
RIBA Standard Form) later on. The 
principle of the law of contract is that the 
inclusion of such words as “subject to 
contract” (so familiar to vendors and pur- 
chasers of real property) means that the 
parties are not legally bound until that con- 
dition has been observed, the final effect 
being that not only are those matters 
originally agreed on confirmed price or 
contract sum but a full agreement is arrived 
at as to the conditions governing the execu- 
tion of the work. 


Here, then, is a matter that can cause 
doubt and difficulty. Should the signing of 
a formal contract be made a condition 
precedent, then, until it is actually per- 
formed, there is no legal contract. Should 
the contractor enter upon the site and begin 
the work before the whole agreement is com- 
pleted, he is taking a risk, because finality 
has not been reached. In an old case, how- 
ever (Lewis v. Brass [1877] 3 Q.B.D. 667) 
the Court held that when an offer, accom- 
panied by a wish for a more formal agree- 
ment, has been accepted, the acceptance was 
sufficient to make a binding contract. It is 
not unknown for a contractor to enter on a 
site and begin work without an express con- 
tract at all, but relying upon an implied 
contract set up by, say, correspondence or 
conduct, and which he believes will event 
ually be expressed “in black and white.” a 
hazardous procedure, certainly. 


Special Conditions 

Sometimes a contractor, either in addi- 
tion to or in substitution for (or both), the 
conditions contained in the invitation to 
tender, specifies special conditions that are 
to govern his offer. In such a case the 
employer (or his architect on his behalf) 
should give great consideration to the 
acceptance of such a tender, for, if it be 
accepted, without question, the tenderer’s 
conditions will take precedence over the 
Original conditions. It is suggested that 
unless there are very special reasons for his 
acceptance of such a qualified tender, in 
common fairness to the other tenderers the 
conditions in the invitation should be ad- 
hered to or, alternatively, no tender be 
accepted at all, but an opportunity given 
to ali the original tenderers to re-tender on 
the terms of the new conditions. 


(To be continued) 


CORONATION DAY PAYMENTS 


National Federation’s Recommendation 


THe Council of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers has decide 
to make a general recommendation to me™- 
bers that on Coronation Day, June 2 nex! 
building sites and works should be closed 
and that, in respect of that day, paymen! 
be made of one day’s wages at the appro 
priate standard rate for 8 or 8} hours. 
according to the normal working hours '° 
the locality concerned. 





The Late Mr. A. N. Grace 


The death occurred on February 27, 4! 
Croydon, of Mr. Augustine Neave Grace 
FIOB, chairman and founder of Grace and 
Marsh, Ltd.. New Bridge Works, Waddon, 
Croydon. He was 77. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Value of Subsidies 


Q* March 5, Mr. Henry Brooke asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government what were the capitalised values 
of the present subsidies for houses, flats, and 
flats in high blocks with lifts, where the 
developed site cost between £2,000 and 
£3,000 an acre; and what were the corre- 
sponding values where the developed site 
cost between £9,000 and £10,000 an acre. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the capitalised 
values of the combined Exchequer and rate 
fund contributions in respect of houses and 
of flats built to a density of not less than 
30 and not more than 40 to the acre were 
£769 for houses and £1,520 for flats without 
lifts, and £1,860 for flats in high blocks with 
lifts where the developed site cost was 
between £2,000 and £3,000 an acre. The 
corresponding figures where the developed 
site costs were between £9,000 and £10,000 
an acre were £1,222, £1,697 and £2.038. 


Improvement Grants 

On February 24 Mr. CHETWYND asked 
how many grants had been made for 
improvements by persons other than local 
authorities under Section 20 of the Housing 
Act, 1949; and what expenditure had been 
incurred, giving separate figures for each 
year. 

Mr. MARPLES said that grants had been 
approved for 2,239 dwellings up to the end 
of 1952. Of these 526 were approved by 


the end of 1950, 851 in 1951 and 862 in - 


1952. He had not complete information on 
the expenditure involved since the claims he 
had received from local authorities to date 
covered only 623 dwellings. These totalled 
£106,640, the figures for each year being 
as follows:—~ 


1949-50 7 dwellings £1,067 
1950-51 as aan ia £16,574 
1951-52 me 350 £62,432 
1952-53 pe 155 £26,567 


Delivery of Bricks 

On February 24 Mr. ALport asked the 
Minister of Works whether he was aware 
that delivery of bricks was at present taking 
anything from five to nine months from 
order; and what action he proposed in order 
to speed up deliveries in view of the build- 
ing delays and added cost which was other- 
wise entailed. 

Mr. Eccies said that delivery periods 
varied, according to place and type of brick, 
from immediate delivery to four or five 
months from date of order, but were rarely 
so long as nine months. Prompt ordering 
and the greatest use of local bricks were 
the ways to avoid costly delays. 


Smoke Abatement 


On February 24 Mr. Extis Smitn asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment if he was aware of the difficulties that 
had arisen in the administration of the 
Public Health Acts by local authorities; if 
he would take steps to amend Section 103(3) 
of the Public Health Act, 1936, to make 
clear the degree of smoke, fumes, etc., which 
constituted a nuisance; and if he would 
appoint more inspectors to hasten the solu- 
tion of this problem. 


Mr. Marptes, who replied, said that the 
Minister knew that there were practical diffi- 
culties in enforcing the smoke abatement 
provisions of the Public Health Act, 1936, 
but they were not such as could be resolved 
by legislation. Smoke of such colour, 
density or content as might be prescribed 
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could already be regulated by by-laws uader 
Section 104 of the Act. The Minister did 
not appoint inspectors for this purpose. 


Requisitioning Empty Houses 

On February 24 Mr. SORENSEN asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he had considered representations made 
to him from Leyton citizens, in respect of 
long-standing empty properties; and whether 
he would take action to ensure that houses 
remaining empty for over a month could be 
requisitioned by the local authority. 

Mr. MarPLES said that the Minister had 
received representations. He did not think 
that war-time requisitioning powers should 
be used save in exceptional circumstances. 
He was always ready to entertain compulsory 
purchase orders made by local authorities 
for the acquisition of suitable empty 
properties. 


The Building Labour Force 


On March 3, Mr. GalrtTSKELL asked the 
Minister of Works how many building 
workers were employed each quarter since 
October, 1951, on new houses, industrial 
building, agricultural building, school build- 
ing, repair work and all other forms of 
building work respectively. 

Mr. Eccies said that the total number 
of operatives employed by building and civil 


engineering contractors was distributed 
between the various types of work as 
follows :— 





Labour employed in Great Britain (thousands) 














New Work 
‘Ber ese eg Bes ee oe 
| i & is vi 
Monthly Average | oi 3] § 8 § 
Sic iaigzis las 
2'2Z/2;8/8 |RSS 
ie sisis Pas 3 
S/S} x(a} so eee 
Fourth Qtr., 1951 [234 | 84 | 11 | 37 | 187 | 466 | 989 
First Qtr.,1952 |233 | 85 | 9 | 35 | 156 | 438] 956 
Second Qtr., 1952 |258 | 85 | 10 | 37 159 |.431| 980 
Third Qtr., 1952 |276 | 77 | 10 | 37 | 156 | 433) 989 
Fourth Qtr., 1952 |288 | 79 | 9 | 34 | 152 | 408! 970 


These figures excluded the building 
trades workers directly employed by local 
authorities, public utilities and private firms 
in other industries, e.g., brewing, shipbuild- 
ing, etc. Of these, about 30,000 men had 
throughout the period* been employed by 
local authorities on new house construction. 
The remainder were employed mainly on 
repairs and maintenance. 


Hospital Building in Scotland 


On March 5, in reply to Mr. John 
Wheatley, the Secretary of State for 
Scotland, Mr. Stuart, said that the 
total cost of the 57 major building 


projects submitted by Regional Hospital 
Boards in Scotland in which work had started 
in or before 1952 and was continuing in 
1953 was £2,475,788, the probable expendi- 
ture on them in 1953 being £799,807. It 
was hoped to start work on 41 more major 
projects in 1953, of a total value of 
£1.759,000. 
Timber in Stands 

On March 3, in reply to Mr. SORENSEN, 
the Minister of Works, Mr. Ecces, said that 
about 1,800 standards of timber would be 
used in the erection of stafids and for other 
purposes in connection with the Coronation. 
About 85 per cent. of this would be avail- 
able for housing work afterwards. Under 
the conditions of the contract, the contrac- 
tor must either himself use the timber for 
building or dispose of it to a timber mer- 
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chant who was authorised to acquire soft- 
wood. In either case, the contractor must 
inform his Depattment. 


Coronation Stand Scaffolding 


On March 3, in reply to Mr. Porter, the 
Minister of Works, Mr. Eccres, said that 
the rental for hire of tubular scaffolding 
used in the various lump-sum contracts let 
by his department for Coronation stands 
was estimated at £75,000. 


Requisitioned Sites in London 


On March 3, Sim Harotp Wespe asked 
the Minister of Works what was the total 
area of the space still under Government 
requisition in the City of London and in 
the City of Westminster respectively; and 
what was the total staff accommodated in 
these premises as at the most recent date 
for which figures were available. 

Mr. Eccres said that on January 1, 1953, 
Government Departments held on requisition 
79,500 sq. ft. of accommodation in the City 
of London, of which 64,500 sq. ft. was used 
as office accommodation for about 700 staff. 
and 1,253,000 sq. ft. in the City of West- 
minster, of which about 800,000 sq. ft. was 
used as office accommodation for 7,360 staff. 
The figures given for office accommodation 
included committee rooms, registries, 
libraries, welfare rooms and some canteens, 


Houses Near Aerodromes 


On March 3, in the House of Lords, Lorp 
Teviot asked the Government to devise 
some means of providing for the compensa- 
tion of persons whose property had been 
injuriously affected by the building of aero- 
droames for use by heavy jet-propelled 
machines, for loss of amenities, depreciation 
in the value of their property, and other like 
injury. 

Lorp De L’Iste AnD Dun_ey, Secretary of 
State for Air, said that he fully appreciated 
the difficulties of householders, and they 
had his fullest sympathy, but the principles 
by which the State was bound did not per- 
mit compensation of~the kind proposed. 
But it was the constant aim of the RAF and 
other departments concerned with the 
operation of jet aircraft to minimise their 
unpleasant effect on the public as a whole. 


The Planning Bill 

On March 3, in the House of Lords, the 
Town and Country Planning Bill was 
brought up from the Commons and formally 
read a first time. 


Canadian Gift Timber 


On March 3, Mr. Brack asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what steps had been taken for the distribu- 
tion of the gift by Canada of timber for 
the rebuilding and repairing of houses 
damaged by floods. 

Mr. Marptes, who replied, said that the 
Minister would like to take that opportunity 
of expressing the Government’s appreciation 
of this prompt and generous gift by the 
people of Canada. They were all grateful 
to the Canadian Flood Relief Fund (work- 
ing through the Canadian Red Cross) and 
to the Government of British Columbia. The 
timber would be used for the rebuilding and 
repairing of houses, farmhouses and farm- 
buildings destroyed or damaged by the 
floods. The ordinary limitations on the 
amount of softwood to be used in houses 
did not apply to this timber. The timber 
would be distributed to the local authorities 
concerned; both for their own use where 
they were carrying out rebuilding or repair 
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and for them to give to private owners 
where the owners were doing the work. 
Authorities had been told how to get the 
timber. 


Departmental Costs 

On March 3, Mr. Renton asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what steps he had taken during 1952, and 
what steps he would be taking in 1953, to 
reduce substantially the administrative costs 
of his department. 

Mr. Marptes said that the staff of the 
Department was reduced by 217—or nearly 
six per cent.—during 1952, despite pressure 
of work due to the increased housing pro- 
gramme. While this continued, any further 
material reductions in administrative costs 
were unlikely, but the organisation was con- 
tinuously examined for economies 


Coronation Scaffolding 


On March 3, Mr. Percy WELLS asked the 
Minister of Works on what date tubular 
scaffolding used in the erection of Corona- 
tion seats increased in price from ls. to 
Is. 9d. per foot. 

Mr. Eccies said that there were six 
lump-sum contracts for erecting and dis- 
mantling stands. These were let between 
August and December. Scaffolding was only 
one element in the total price, and the 
variations in the rates quoted for scaffold- 
ing reflected differences in sites and con- 
structions and showed no general increase 
over the period. 


Acoustic Wall 


On March 4, Mr. Reaper Harris asked 
the Minister of Civil Aviation when it was 
expected that the acoustic wall at London 
Airport would be completed 

Mr. Lennox Boyp said the date expected 
was by the middle of March 


Cement Industry in Uganda 


On March 4, Mr. BERESFORD CRADDOCK 
asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
what the position was regarding the estab- 
lishment of a cement industry in Uganda; 
what was the original estimated cost of 
establishing the industry; what the present 
estimated cost was; and how it compared 
with the capital employed in establishing 
the cement industry in Northern Rhodesia 
and in Jamaica 

Mr. LYTTELTON said that the cement fac- 
tory at Tororo, which was expected at first 
to produce 55,000 tons a year, started work 
last month. In 1948 the cost of establishing 
the industry was estimated at £1,155,250; 
the most recent estimate was £2,451,000. 
The cement industries in Northern Rhodesia 
and Jamaica cost £1,335,000 and £995,000 


respectively. 


Sea Defences 


On March 5, Mr. Hurp asked the Minis- 
ter of Agriculture what further measures 
he proposed to take to ensure the restora- 
tion of all East Coast sea defences. 

Sirk THOMAS DUGDALE said they had closed 
nearly all the gaps in our defences and were 
now engaged in- strengthening them to 
withstand the storms and high tides that 
might be encountered in the next few weeks. 
He would like to pay a warm tribute to the 
river board engineers who had planned and 
directed this work. The country owed a 
great debt to them for their untiring energy 
and resourcefulness. Between now and 
autumn they had to restore their defences 
along 1,000 miles of coastline and make 
them strong and ready to withstand the 
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tides and storms of next autumn and winter. 
In six or seven months they must plan and 
carry out works that would normally be 
spread over many years. 

The Government had decided to pay the 
full cost of all sea defence works under- 
taken before the end of September that were 
required so as to provide the same standard 
of protection as existed before January 31. 
Where important industrial plants or large 
numbers of dwelling-houses were affected, 
they could not take risks, and must forth- 
with plan to give greater protection than 
existed before. In such cases they would 
negotiate an appropriate rate of grant with 
the river boards. 

While the work of strengthening the sea 
walls was going on continuously, his Depart- 
ment and the river boards were working 
speedily together in completing plans for 
more permanent works and putting them into 
execution. He was setting up an inter- 
departmental working party to speed up 
the help that other Departments might be 
able to give and that any problems the 
works might raise for them were swiftly 
resolved 

When these plans were ready, there must 
be no delay in acting on them, and a Bill 
would be introduced shortly to give river 
boards special emergency powers until the 
end of this year to acquire land for erecting 
sea defences and flood embankments and, 
where necessary, for securing clay or other 
material to build them. 


INDUSTRIAL PSYCHOLOGY 


Its Place in Trade Unions 


THE WoRK of the National Institute of 
Industrial Psychology in relation to trade 
unions was discussed at a meeting of 
general secretaries of trade unions held at 
the Institute on February 24. 

In the absence of Lord Piercy, president 
4f the Institute, who was_ indisposed, 
Mr. ©. S. ByNnG, the vice-chairman, recalled 
that the Institute had been established for 
over 30 years and that it was an entirely 
independent body with no political bias 
whatsoever. It had always been grateful for 
the advice and support which it had 
received from trade union representatives on 
its council and executive committee. 

The Institute’s work was based on the 
principle that people were important. It 
carried out impartial and objective research 
into working conditions both physical and 
psychological, and many of the improve- 
ments which it had advocated as a result of 
its early investigations into hours of work, 
physical conditions, fatigue and working 
methods were to-day taken for granted and 
had become standard practice throughout the 
greater part of industry. 

Its aim was the improvement of the 
adjustment of men and women to their 
working lives so that they might be 
healthier and happier individuals, and in this 
way more efficient workers. The Institute 
was, therefore, in a unique position to contri- 
bute to the scientific study of problems 
entering into relations between managers 
and men. 





Population Estimates for 1952 


The Registrar General has issued (HMSO. 
price 6d.) his estimates of the populations 
of local areas in England and Wales as at 
June 30, 1952, at which date the population 
of England and Wales was estimated to be 
43,940,000, an increase of 140,000 aver the 
figure for mid-1951. 
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HOUSE BUILDING WITH 
TOWER CRANE 


1,000 Man-hours per House Sayed 


T North Park-avenue, Norwich, » 
8, houses have been ‘completed and 
handed over within a total period of 13? 
working days at an average man-hour ex- 
penditure of 1,817 per house, according to 
a statement issued by the DSIR. This 
result has been achieved even while build- 
ing during the winter. Comparing it with 
the figures obtained from a recent national 
survey of productivity carried out by the 
Building Research Station, about 1,000 man- 
hours per house have been saved. This 
means that with the same labour force, six 
houses could be built instead of four, 
representing a saving of £100 per house. 

Mr. Ernest Marples, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, opened one of the houses when 
he visited the site on March 6. 


The work was planned and progressed by 
the Building Research Station and carried 
out by the Norwich City direct labour 
organisation, under the control of the city 
engineer, Mr. H. C. Rowley, MICE, 
MIiMunE. A rail-mounted tower crane was 
used to handle all building materials to 
roofed-in stage. 


The purpose of the trial was to see how 
far an adequate labour force which is effi- 
ciently organised, using a _ rail-mounted 
tower crane and working to a closely 
integrated programme, could under site 
conditions save both man-hours and money 
in house building because of the closer con- 
trol of production. Further, it was 
considered that overhead costs would be 
reduced by the shorter overall building 
time. 


Using the information gained from a pilot 
trial, a production run of 32 houses was 
planned and programmed, the shells being 
built with the tower crane in 78 working 
days at a man-hour expenditure of 727 per 
house shell. The production run was de- 
signed to take the fullest advantage of the 
high speed of building the shells. Interna! 
finishing operations and site works were 


arranged to keep in step with this rate ol 
shell production. The programme was 
maintained throughout the course of the 


work. 


The trial has proved that not only is !t 
possible to programme the work of house 
building, but also to maintain a closely 
defined programme even during the worst 
months of the year, the work having >een 
carried out during the period Septembe’ to 
February. It would appear, therefore. ‘a! 
bad weather does not in practice ups:! 4 
building programme to the extent tha’! 's 
often claimed. Adherence to the programe 
has resulted in a large reduction in the ‘01?! 
man-hours normally required to bui 4 
house. This reduction is attributed p 
to the use of the tower crane and part!y [0 
the uninterrupted continuity of work '” 
trades and the improved supervision poss >'¢ 
when the labour force is concentrated |» + 
small working area instead of dispersed o+¢ 
a large site. The saving due to the crite 
alone can only be determined by furt>:' 
trials. 

Site work on the 32 houses has just b<°" 
completed and the detailed results » | 
shortly be made available to the industry. 

«Further details of the Nerwich tower ‘ 
experiment were given in our issue of Decembec: 
last.—Ep. 
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THE SAFETY FACTOR 
IN CONSTRUCTION 


Mr. F. C. Thompson’s Paper at the 
Royal Society of Arts 


REVIEW ot some of the reasons why 
= failures do occur in metals was given 
by Mr. F. C. THompson, Professor of 
Metallurgy, University of Manchester, when 
he gave the second Cantor lecture on “ The 
Safety Factor in Construction” at the Royal 
Society of Arts on March 2. 

So far as static stresses were concerned, 
he said (and dynamic ones involved compli- 
cations too great to be dealt with in a single 
lecture) it was usually found that failure of 
engineering parts could rarely be ascribed 
to any single cause, but were the result of 
a combination of additive factors. The 
following extracts are taken from Mr. 
Thompson’s subsequent remarks:— 


Direct overstressing is, in fact, uncommon, 
except in those cases where it is known to 
occur and has been allowed for in the design. 
The most dangerous single stresses are almost 
invariably tensional, a fact which is perhaps 
not unexpected, since such stresses will tend 
to open out cracks once they have been 
originated. This is in agreement with, for 
instance, the work .of Bridgman, where 
samples which have been stressed under high 
hydrostatic pressure show increased strength, 
and often a most spectacular increase in 
ductility. 

Bad design, in many, cases due to too rapid 
a change of section by setting up stress con- 
centrations, may lead to unexpected failure, 
but such cases should in the main have been 
foreseen. Brearley has pointed out that the 
engineer himself, by insisting on the stamping 
of parts for the purpose of identification, 
is responsible for the deliberate production 
of notches from which failure can, and does, 
commence. That such marking should be 
reduced to a minimum, and even then made 
on those surfaces of a part on which it 
will have the least harmful effect, is self- 
evident. Rough machining, by tearing the 
surface, is another possible source of failure, 
as are all surface irregularities, rokes, laps, 

Although the engineer’s factor of safety 
is designed to allow for these and similar 
conditions, the simultaneous occurrence of 
two or more may not be adequately covered, 
and it is then that failure will take place. 

Quite apart from the actual loss of metal, 
the rusting of steel is highly detrimental in 
the formation of pits which act as points 
of stress concentration, in the embrittlement 
of the material, due possibly to the occlusion 
ol hydrogen, and, under conditions leading 
to fatigue, in the rapid acceleration of this 
process. Moreover, since the volume of the 
rust formed is roughly four times that of 
the steel from which it was produced, the 
corrosion leads to a considerable expansion, 
thus setting up stresses which may be suffi- 
cient to shatter rivets or crack concrete 
cladding. 

It has been estimated that in Great Britain 
alone the total annual cost due to corrosion 
is now of the order of £200 million. The 
British Iron and Steel Research Association 
has recently published a most interesting 
little brochure outlining some of the 
practical conclusions reached by _ its 
Corrosion Committee. Rusting may be 


prevented, or at any rate retarded, by the 
addition of inhibiting reagents in the 
corrosive medium; by modification of the 
design by reducing the danger of moisture 
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lodging in the structure; by changes in the 
composition of the steel and by efficient 
protective measures, including painting, the 
use of metallic coats or cathodic protection. 
Relatively inexpensive low alloy steels 
containing small percentages of ‘chromium 
and copper may be three times as resistant 
as ordinary mild steel under atmospheric 
conditions, and it is justifiable to enquire 
whether sufficient use is made of such 
material in this country. Zinc is probably 
still the best all round metallic coating for 
steel, though sprayed aluminium coats about 
0.004 inch thick, under normal conditions 
of rusting, give almost as good results, whilst 
in contaminated, industrial atmospheres lead 
coatings have proved useful. Cathodic 
protection, particularly of underground 
structures, is being increasingly adopted; the 
process consisting in making the steel the 
cathodic element in an electrolytic cell, the 
protection being obtained at the expense of 
auxiliary electrodes, such as magnesium 
alloys. 


FIRE-RESISTANCE OF 
PRESTRESSED CONCRETE 


Tests at Fire Research Station 


TIYHE behaviour of prestressed concrete 

during and after fires is being studied 
at the Fire Research Station in collaboration 
with the Building Research Station, with 
particular reference to post-tensioned beams. 
One series of tests has been completed. 
Further investigations are being made to ob- 
tain confirmation on certain points, and this 
note has been prepared to give advance 
information on the general trend of the re- 
sults so far obtained. 

The type of beam selected for these tests 
was a precast element of rectangular or I- 
section which was fully prestressed before a 
narrow ‘concrete strip representing a floor 
slab was cast on top, provision being made 
for composite action. Concrete of the same 
composition was used throughout and the 
size of wire and initial stress in the wire were 
the same in all specimens. The aim of the 
tests was to observe within certain limits the 
effect of fire resistance of load, restraint, 
concrete cover to the cable, and size of beam, 
together with the improvement given by pro- 
tective encasements. 


Conclusions 

Although the following conclusions are 
tentative, being based pn a small number of 
tests, there are reasonable grounds for 
believing them valid. 


(1) Time to collapse is determined largely 
by the rate of rise of temperature of the 
cable. A fire-resistance of two hours can be 
obtained with a concrete cover to the cable 
of about 24 in. Longer perieds are likely 
if the cover is increased, but it may be 
desirable to include a light reinforcement, 
say steel mesh, in the cover to the cable as 
a precaution against its spalling away if its 
thickness is increased beyond about 3 in. 

(2) For a fire-resistance of four hours or 
more an insulating encasement is probably 
required. Normal in situ plastering with 
gypsum or cement/lime/sand may give up 
to half-hour additional resistance if there 
is an adequate key with the concrete. Pro- 
tection incorporating vermiculite should in- 
crease the fire-resistance by about two hours 
when applied 1 in. thick. 

(3) Beams may fail a little earlier if longi- 
tudinal expansion is prevented than if they 
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are free to expand. The effectiveness of the 
restraint is a determining factor, but the re- 
sults so far do not permit a quantitative 
Statement to be made. 

(4) There is little difference in perform 
ance between a beam of rectangular section 
and an I-beam having the same load- 
carrying Capacity and the same concrete 
cover to the cable. 

(5) Explosive spalling, which was observed 
in very small units made with gravel- 
aggregate, does not seem likely to occur in 
beams having no part less than about 2 in. 
total thickness. 

(6) Failure is unlikely to be sudden. There 
iS a progressive sagging, which in beams of 
large span would be most noticeable. The 
formation and visible extension of cracks 
with a marked increase in deflection are signs 
that collapse is imminent. 

(7) Beams which have been exposed to a 
fire of shorter duration than that which 
would cause failure, representing, say, less 
than half of their fire-resistance, are likely 
to retain a high percentage of their original 
strength on cooling, but with a marked resi- 
dual deflection and loss of prestress. 

Reference to the Model Byelaws of the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
will give the fire-resistance requirements for 
fioors and beams in different classes of build- 
ing (Byelaw 46). For example, a fire- 
resistance of two hours is specified for public 
buildings and for warehouse buildings not 
exceeding a certain height, floor area or cubic 
capacity; a fire-resistance of four hours is 
specified for warehouse buildings over these 
limits. 

HOUSING FINANCE 
Property Owners’ Meeting 

Mr. JoHN McQuabE, a quantity surveyor 
and prospective Liberal candidate for 
Wokingham, referred to “ this ruinous system 
of housing finance ” when he spoke at the 
annual general meeting of the Requisitioned 
Property Owners’ Association at Blackheath 
on March 2. He said it would, at the present 
rate, lead to a national bill of £150 million 
per annum for subsidies, and saddle local 
authorities with a housing debt of the stag- 
gering total of over £7,000 million, 
presuming the present ratios were main- 
tained, and the required seven million or so 
houses were built. 

Subsidies were to help the poorer people. 
although he would prefer to see them paid 
a living wage and discard all subsidies. 

Mr. McQuade Said the building industry 
was “living in the past”; the employers 
were shy of new technique, and the workers 
were remembering the slump of 1930. Only 
one thing could bring another building 
slump in our time, and that was to raise 
costs above the reach of the customer—and 
both sides were “hell-bent” on doing just 
that, particularly the workers, who, with 


conditions better than they had ever known . 


them were, compared with 1939, doing 
four-fifths of the amount of work for more 
than double the wages. One brick extra 
per bricklayer per day would mean 5,000 
houses more per year; 100 more per day 
would mean full employment for their life- 
time. 


ee 
Middlesex Development Plan Inquiry 
The public local inquiry into objections 
to the Middlesex Development Plan will 
begin at Caxton Hall, Westminster, at 
10.30 a.m. on Monday, March 23, and will 
continue there at 10 a.m. on subsequent days. 
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INDUSTRY’S 
‘** HONEYMOON ” ENDED 


Suggestions for Overcoming Present 
Difficulties 

tw PEAKING at the annual dinner of Don- 
‘ caster Chamber of Commerce on 
February 19, the president, Mr. A. E. 
EMBERTON, JP (managing director of Peglers, 
Ltd.), said that with the exception of certain 
commodities such as coal and steel, where 
production still lagged behind demand, 
industry had now ended its “ honeymoon.” 
Stocks in this country were generally higher 
and many of our markets abroad were 
restricting imports, and although these con- 
ditions were only temporary, it would be a 
great mistake to expect any reversion to the 
conditions which the country had experienced 
during the last 15 years or so. 


Optimism could only be justified if free 
industry could continue to sell sufficient 
goods and services at highly competitive 
prices and keep the country fully employed 
and provide currency for those essential 
goods which we must obtain from abroad. 
If we failed, our standard of living was in 
grave danger. There was no fairy god- 
mother who would see to it that our food sup- 
plies were duly brought into the country, our 
pensions paid on due dates and education, 
hospitals, and sickness benefits provided; 
the Government could only pay out what 
it had first taken away from industry and 
commerce. 


Light Suggestions 


Mr. Emberton made the following 
suggestions to help in overcoming present 
difficulties : 


“1. It will be necessary to adjust our 
thinking and working to _ present-day 
conditions in order to lower costs without 
sacrificing quality. 

2, Reasonable incentives should be 
provided for successful enterprises and con- 
scientious work, whether with brain or with 
hand. Incentives have largely been at a dis- 
count lately, but they should be restored. 


3. Capital placed on risk should be 
adequately rewarded. There is small incen- 
tive for a man to start up a new enterprise 
knowing that if it is unsuccessful he will bear 
the whole of the loss, whereas if it is suc- 
cessful he will be allowed to retain from 
any dividend that may be declared a sum 
which may be as low as 6d. in the £. 

4. All kinds of waste, whether of labour 
or materials, should be eliminated. 


5. Spending by Government and local 
government bodies should be scrutinised 
closely by capable and responsible persons 
of standing in industry and commerce. Their 
findings should be made public. 


6. The vast potentialities of the Colonies 
both as suppliers and customers should be 
developed with more urgency. 


7. A bolder policy by the Export Credits 
Guarantee Department which at present 
appears to be too apt to bet only on 
certainties. «€ 

8. More effective assistance should be 
forthcoming from the Overseas Trade 
Department to ensure a fair chance for 
British goods, particularly in those markets 


where there are large unfavourable trade 
balances.” 
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PROMPT PAYMENT OF 
BUILDERS 


National President on Effect on Costs 


“ AT A TIME of high labour and materials 
costs and high interest rates it is essential 
that builders be paid promptly for the work 
they do,” Mr. WiLFRED HorsFALL, National 
President, told the Yorkshire Federation of 
Building Trades Employers at their annual 
dinner at York on March 4. “Last year,” 
he continued, “ Mr. Macmillan advised local 
authorities of the manner in which slow pay- 
ment by them for work done was acting as 
a brake on building output through lack of 
funds and he emphasised that maximum 
sums due from time to time under the con- 
tract should be paid promptly and certainly 
within the period named in the contract. 


“ | would urge local authorities to bear this 
point in mind, for to-day a builder counts 
himself lucky if his final account is settled 
within twelve months of the completion of 
the job; in most cases payment is withheld 
for eighteen months or two years and this 
is simply not good enough when builders 
and contractors are making every effort to 
reduce the proportion of total building costs 
for which they are responsible. It has been 
estimated that the total sum owing to the 
building industry for work done is over 
£100m. A positive effort to reduce this sum 
could have a marked effect on subsequent 
building costs and output.” 


HOUSING THE £8 TO £10 A WEEK 
MAN 


Building Societies’ Role 


THE PROBLEM of housing the £8 to £10 a 
week man was discussed by Mkr. A. D. 
CARMICHAEL, chairman of the Leicester 
Permanent Building Society, at the society's 
centenary dinner at Leicester on March 5. 


“ Not everyone should buy a house, and 
we frequently find it necessary to warn 
potential purchasers against entering into 
commitments beyond their means,” said Mr. 
Carmichael, “ but perhaps one of the greatest 
problems outstanding to-day is to house 
properly the family man earning something 
over £8 to £10 a week. To satisfy the needs 
of these masses of most deserving people 
it does appear that the building industry 
will have to provide houses to sell at not 
more than £1,500. This is a problem for. 
the builders, but it should not prove impos- 
sible when you consider that an enormous 
number of houses were built in the 1930s 
to sell at less than £600. 


“If this Government, or any other Gov- 
ernment, really wants to help these people 
buy their own homes, then I believe a solu- 
tion can be found, by a form of Govern- 
ment guarantee, which would enable build- 
ing sOcieties to loan 95 per cent. with the 
purchaser finding 5 per cent.” 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. T. J. MOsesson, managing director of the Tomo 
Trading Co., Ltd., has left for a two-month business 
tour of Canada and the United States with the object of 
extending his company’s activities there, as well as those 
of the associated companies of Linden Doors, Ltd., and 
Stramit Boards, Ltd. 


Mr. H. EDMONDSON, managing director of Greenham 
(Plant Hire), Ltd., is making an extensive tour of the 
United States and Canada to study the latest developments 
in the American construction plant and machinery, 
together with operation and maintenance methods. Mr. 
Edmondson will arrive in New York on May 1, and is 
py to arrive back in this country towards the end 
of June. 
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“ CURTAIL COUNCIL HOUSE 
PROGRAMME ” 


Redditch Builder's Suggestions 


REDDITCH URBAN COUNCIL members have 
suggested that the council house building 
programme should be curtailed and more 
encouragement given to private builders to 
develop their own estates. The suggestion 
has been supported by Mr. H. Porritt. chair. 
man of the Redditch Master Builders 
Association, and by local members of the 
association. 

In a statement, Mr. Porritt said the 
relaxation of restrictions on builders was 
based on sound financial reasoning. Every 
house built by private enterprise meant a 
saving to the state of more than £2.000 over 
a 60-year period. 


He gave an assurance that private 
building would not mean jerry building. “| 
have been building houses for the past 30 
years,” he said, “ and I say that with good 
organisation, a right plan and a team spirit 
fostered among employees, it is possible to 
provide a house even to-day at a price within 
the reach of most people.” 


NEW INVENTION 
A Bricklaying Gauge 


A PATENT BRICKLAYING gauge which. it is 
claimed, enables the laying of bricks to be 
increased by between 10 and 15 per cent. 
has been developed by Mr. D. R. Clifton, 
of Enfield. Middlesex. The main purpose 
of the gauge is that a brick building can be 
erected without having to put up independe.t 
corners, with the added advantage that the 
brickwork is absolutely level at every point 
until the required height is attained 


Erection of a building with the use of the 
gauge necessitates the raising of al! corners 
to six courses, after which the gauge may be 
fixed to take the place of a brick corner. 
Lines are then fixed to the first cleats on the 
gauge and bricks can be laid to the line 
around the whole of the job or in sections. 
Lines are raised from cleat to cleat on the 
gauge as each course is completed, unt sca!- 
fold height is reached. The gauges aie then 
removed until scaffolding is in position 


To refix the gauge for the next ‘i/t of 
brickwork, an attached locating rod 'S 
inserted through a hole !5 in. from the dot 
tom of the gauge. The gauge is then fixed '0 
the corner with the locating rod resting 09 
top of the last course of brickwork. [he 
gauge is 6 ft. 6 in. long, thus enabling the 
bricklayer to lay 21 courses, ie. scffold 
high. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
All Plywood Freed from Price Contro! 


THE Minister of Materials has mace '"¢ 


Imported Plywood Prices (Revoc. on) 
Order, 1953, which removes the remo:ning 
ym 


controls from plywood prices as 
March 9. Maximum prices had previ>’s') 
been provided by the Imported Plyy ood 
Prices Order, 1951, for plywood importe. °Y 
Timber Control from Russia, Finland 4 
North America, and similar types pris.’ 
imported from Sweden and Norway. *° 
plywood is now purchased on Govern 
account. 


The Order is published as S.I. 1953. s 
318, and may be obtained from H™*' 
price 2d. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


RICS Summer Meeting 


The Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors are to hold their annual summer 
meeting at Brighton from June 10 to 12. 


Institute of Quarrying 

The 1953 annual conference of the Insti- 
tute of Quarrying will be held at Blackpool 
from September 28 to October 1. The 
imperial Hotel will be the conference 
headquarters. 
Anti-tipping By-laws, Nuneaton 

Nuneaton Borough Council is introducing 
by-laws which will prohibit the tipping of 
builders’ materials on roadways. The move 
is the outcome of a strong local feeling that 
the custom is dangerous; the ban will also 
cover coal dumping. 
Halifax Building Exhibition 

Mr. Wilfred Horsfall, president of the 
NFBTE, is to open the Halifax Building 
Industries’ Exhibition on March 16, at 
2.30 p.m. The exhibition, which is being 
organised in association with the Ministry 
of Works, will deal particularly with careers 
and research in the building industry, and 
will be held at the Halifax Municipal 
Technical College. It will remain open 
until March 21. Admission is free. 


Housing at Newcastle 


Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of 
Housing, recently made a tour of housing 
sites in Newcastle. His visit coincided with 
the erection of blocks of flats which included 
the 30,000th dwelling completed since the 
war by George Wimpey and Co., Ltd. To 
mark this achievement there was a small 
celebration on the site. This firm are 
building 252 three-storey flats at Slatyford- 
lane by their “ No-Fines” method of 
construction. 


London Sapper Reunion 


The London Group of the Royal 
Engineers’ Association is holding its first 
reunion, since the revival of the Group, 
in May next. It will be held in the 
drill hall. of 101 Field Engineer Regiment, 
RE (TA), Duke of Yorks HQ, Chelsea, 
m May 16 at 6.30 p.m., and the tickets 


3s. each, obtainable by post from 
Mr. J. §. Pearson, RE Association 
‘London Group), Room 31, The Horse 
Guards, Whitehall, S.W.i. Music will be 


provided by the RE Band, Chatham, and 
there will also be a cabaret during the course 
of the evening. A licensed bar is to be pro- 
vided and light refreshments will be 
obtainable. 


Hammersmith School of Building 


(he John Harmer Trophy awarded by the 
Worshipful Company of Plasterers to the 
school in the London area attaining the 
lighest successes in the City and Guilds of 
London examinations in plasterwork was 
presented to the Hammersmith School of 
Building and Arts and Crafts on March 6 
at a function attended by the Master, Court 
and Livery of the Company in their robes 
of office. Mr. John De Savary, the Master 
of the “Company, presented the trophy, 
which will be retained by the school for one 
year, and made special awards to two of the 
students, D. T. Gadsden and F. W. Squire, 
ind also to Mr. Gray, of the South-East 
London Technical College. He then empha- 
sised the need for skilled craftsmen in the 
industry. Mr. John Harmer, donor of the 
trophy, also spoke. 
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London Building By-Laws 


We have been asked to state that copies 
of the London Building By-Laws, issued by 
London County Council, are not obtainable 
at H.M. Stationery Office. They can, how- 
ever, be obtained from the LCC Record 
Keeper at County Hall, SE1, or from the 
Council’s publishers, Staples Press, Mande- 
ville-place, W1. 


News of Aluminium 


A directory of members recently pub- 
lished by the Aluminium Development 
Association, 33, Grosvenor-street, W1, gives 
the names of the members of the council, 
a brief statement of the constitution and 
objects of the Association, and the names, 
addresses and other particulars of its mem- 
ber companies, including associate or sub- 
sidiary companies. In each case a short 
description is given of the activities and 
products of the company. By means of an 
index of products, readers are referred to 
all member companies producing any par- 
ticular product. 

The practice to be followed in painting 
aluminium is laid out in Information 
Bulletin No. 20, issued by the Aluminium 
Development Association. This publica- 
tion opens with a broad survey which makes 
clear that the painting of aluminium largely 
follows established practice for other metals 
with certain modifications. Subsequent sec- 
tions deal with cleaning and degreasing, pre- 
treatment where necessary, the choice of 
paint system from a selection of single-coat 
and multi-coat systems, and the repainting 
of components and structures. Priced at 
2s., the bulletin can be obtained from the 
Association. 


Fire Danger in Old Houses 


The danger of fire arising from the 
installation of modern slow-burning fire 
grates in old houses is emphasised by Mr. 
E. H. Harmer, chief officer of the Blackpool 
Fire Service. The brigade has received a 
number of calls to fires in which. all-night 
slow-burning grates have been in operation. 
and Mr. Harmer expresses the view that the 
sudden number of hearth fires is due to the 
installation of such grates where the fire is 
closer to the hearth and there is continuity 
of heat which results in hearth timbers 
becoming ignited. 





The CERTAIN Cure 
for DAMP WALLS 


THE COLOURLESS 
Waterproofing eS 
Liquid 


One Coat of Penetrex 
is more effective than 
two of any other 
method. 

Penetrex is trans- 
parent, leaves no film 
or deposit. One gal- 
lon covers 30 sq. yds. 








your Builders’ Merchant or write for 
name of nearest? stockist to Sole Manufacturers — 


F. A. WINTERBURN LTD. 


HOLBORN ST., LEEDS, 6 Tel. 25692 
nom 





aT 





British Standards 

The following British Standard Specifica- 
tions have recently been issued: BS 1942, 
“Aluminium Filler Alloys for Brazing,” price 
2s.; BS 1943, “ Woodworking Chisels and 
Gouges,” price 4s.; BS 1945, “ Fireguards 
for Heating Appliances,” price 2s.; BS 799, 
“Oil Burning Equipment,” price 10s.; and 
BS 1937, “Engineers’ Ratchet Braces and 
Drilling Pillars,” price 4s. They can be 
obtained from the British Standards Institu- 
tion, Sales Branch, 24, Victoria-street, SW1. 


Summer School 

The H. H. Wills Physical Laboratory and 
the Department of Adult Education of the 
University of Bristol, in co-operation with 
the Institute of Physics, will be conducting 
a short Summer School followed by a con- 
ference on “The Theory of the Plastic 
Deformation of Metals, with special refer- 
ence to creep and fatigue,” on July 13-16 in 
Bristol. Forms of application, to be returned 
before May 31, can be obtained from the 
Secretary of the Institute of Physics, 47, 
Belgrave-square, S.W.1. 


Lyons International Fair 

There wili be 20 nations exhibiting at the 
Lyons Fair, to be held April 11 to 20. 
Interpreters speaking more than 30 languages 
will be in attendance, and there will be an 
overseas buyers’ club. Among the British 
manufacturers taking part are Chamberlain 
Industries, Ltd.; Matthew Brothers, who are 
showing hoisting trollies; and R. H. Neal 
and Co., who are exhibiting their range of 
pneumatic cranes. Further information can 
be obtained from the agents for the fair, 
R. Brandon and Partners, Ltd. 47, 
Albemarle-street, WI. 


Housing in India 

Inaugurated July last with the object of 
collecting data and promoting research in 
the various aspects of India’s housing prob- 
lem, the All India Housing Association hopes 
to combat the housing shortage prevailing 
among their poor and lower middle classes. 
The first issue of its quarterly journal 
“Nirman” has recently been published, and 
contains several excellent articles on the 
housing activities in different states and 
abroad, providing a medium for experts to 
exchange views. 


Report of Inspection 

The British Productivity Council has pub- 
lished the report of the specialist team on 
“Inspection in Industry.” which paid a visit 
to the US under the auspices of the Anglo- 
American Council on Productivity and the 
sponsorship of the Economic Co-operation 
Administration, now Mutual Security Agency. 
The team visited plants mostly engaged in 
the light engineering and non-ferrous alloy 
industries. Copies of the report, price 3s., 
may be obtained from the Council at their 
offices, 21, Tothill-street, SW1. 


Industrial Art Competition 

An exhibition of winning and commended 
designs in the Royal Society of Arts Indus- 
trial Art Bursaries Competition for 1952 
will be held at the Society’s House, 6-8, John 
Adam-street, Adelphi, W.C.2, between May 
11 and 22. Reports submitted by previous 
bursary winners on their tours abroad will 
also be on view at this exhibition. The 
competition which is now being arranged for 
1953 will, it is hoped, include most of the 
sections which were included in last year’s 
competition. The closimg date for the receipt 
of entry forms for the 1953 competition will 
be October 12 next. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
[From Our Own Correspondents] 

* British East Africa.—The City Council 
of Nairobi has invited tenders for the con- 
struction of tanks, buildings and ancillary 
works for the treatment works of the 
Chania-Sasumua water supply scheme, South 
Kinangop. Copies of the general condi- 
tions of contract, specifications, bills of 
quantity and form of tender may be obtained 
from the offices of Messrs. Howard Hum- 
phreys and Sons, 191, Victoria-street, 
London, SWI. Any telephone inquiries 
should be made to the Board of Trade, Com- 
mercial Relations and Export Department, 
lrafa!gar 8855, Ext. 2418. 


India.—There are plans ahead for estab- 
lishing a sound radio industry in India, and 
to this end the Indian Government and a 
French firm are now discussing location of 
factories which will probably be in Banga- 
lore. The project is estimated to cost about 
£5im., and will meet the major require- 
ments of the three armed services as well as 
other Ministries of the Central Government 
and the States 

Calcutta may soon have a £74m., plant for 
producing gas out of sewage in the city. The 
Chief Engineer of the Calcutta Municipal 
Corporation, Mr. D. N. Ganguly, made this 
known when he addressed quite recently 
the Calcutta Rotary Club. The plant will 
minimise petrol consumption and supply gas 
for street lighting in addition to domestic 
lighting 

A number of planetaria are to be estab- 
lished in India, including the building of one 
in the Himalayas. The Kodaikonal 
Observatory is also to be extended and 
modernised. 

In the Punjab steps are being taken to set 
up a Jaboratory for the standardisation of 
the cycle parts industry. A new commer- 
cial tannery is also to be erected. At Nur- 
pur a centre is to be established for the 
development of local industry, and an 
experimental station to study problems in 
the silk industry is to be built. 


Norway. The £20m. steel plant 
which the Norwegian Government is build- 
ing at Mo i Rana is now in an advanced 
Stage of construction, according to a report 
published by the Ministry of Industry. The 
pig-iron works will be ready to start pro- 
duction at the end of this year. The con- 
struction of the rolling mills is well 
advanced, and should be completed by the 
spring of next year. Building is scheduled 
for a number of years ahead so as to 
steadily increase the output, and decrease 
imports of steel. There is no doubt that 
the establishment of this plant will lead to 
additional building, as this area will become 
quite soon a large industrial centre with, 
quite possibly, a new township springing up. 

The organisation formed by young Nor- 
wegians in Oslo to help build their own 
homes has so far completed 237 flats and 
34 houses. This year it plans to build 500 
flats, and next year 600. The members of 
the association work several hours each 
evening on the building sites, and also at 
week-ends, and after contributing a speci- 
fied number of work-hours they become 
entitled to one of the new homes they help 
to build. The association employs its own 
architects and directs the building opera- 
tions itself. It receives housing loans at low 
rates of interest. The association is now 
mechanising its building methods and pro- 
* From 
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poses, for instance, to cast walls in concrete 
before erection, thus eliminating bricks and 
bricklayers. Already staircases are being 
cast in concrete in this way. For handling 
these heavy concrete units cranes are neces- 
sary, and two are now on order. Altogether 
the association expects to have to spend 
£75,000 on the purchase of cranes. The 
Association, hoping to raise its output 
eventually to 1,000 new homes a year, is 
asking the local authority for more sites. 

The Oslo Lysverker, of Oslo, have decided 
to proceed with the planned extension of the 
Hol hydro-electric power plant this year, 
hoping to have their second and third plants 
ready by 1956 and 1957 respectively. The 
Board of the Trondheim electricity works 
have decided on a plan for regulating the 
Nea River area and for the construction of 
two hydro-electric power plants producing 
a total of 116,000 kw., more than enough to 
meet the requirements of Trondheim. 


Pakistan—The East Bengal Government 
is to go ahead with the Karnafuli hydro- 
electric project, which wil: be one of the 
largest in Pakistan. At the end of Decem- 
ber the chief engineer in East Bengal invited 
applications for registration in the Karna- 
fuli project from firms of established con- 
tractors capable of executing works of this 
magnitude. A number of British firms are 
thought to be among those who responded. 
It is now understood that tenders will be 
called only for major works like the earthen 
dam power house, spillway and lock sluice. 

South Africa—A Beifast firm, Messrs. 
P. and B. Gregory, are the architects for a 
new Cathedral to Christ the King, which is 
to be built in Johannesburg. The cathedral 





—. pacen a 


& TERRAZZO TILING 
| IN-SITU & PRE-CAST 
| Specialists 


ALL OTHER TYPES OF 
_ FLOORS SUPPLIED AND 
LAID IN ANY PART OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES 


OFFICES & WORKS : 
} LONDON : VIC 3043 (4 lines) 
| BIRMINGHAM : EDGBASTON 1178 (2 lines) 
| BRIDGEND GLAM.: BRID. 736 
READING : READING 81560 
MANCHESTER : DEANSGATE 5971 











March 13 1953 


itself, which will seat 2,000, will be 248 
long and 100 ft. wide across the transepis- 
the great west tower will be 120 ft. high, 
while the twin towers flanking the main 
entrance will be each over 80 ft. high. 

A £100,000 asbestos-board factory is jp 
be built in Southern Africa to exploit a new 
asbestos cement process, 

At Boksburg a new industry for the manv- 
facture of high-tension insulators, of a type it 
is claimed hitherto imported into the Union, 
is to be established by a local firm. The 
factory will be a large one 

The British Plastic Board Co., owners of 
Gypson Industries, Ltd., of South Africa, 
are, according to Press reports, to erect more 
factories in the Union. 


Southern Rhodesia.—The Salisbury City 
Council is to raise a loan of £14m.. the 
biggest in its history, for the provision of 
funds for new capital works. These include 
electricity, water and sewage extension, 
native housing, roads, drainage and other 
public improvements. 

Building control in Southern Rhodesia has 
now been lifted. The only controls which 
remain will be in regard to demolition of 
existing buildings and the conversion of resi- 
dential accommodation for other purposes 

The Northern Rhodesian Government has 
offered to lend Southern Rhodesia £500.000 
for the erection of temporary accommoda- 
tion at the Rhodes Centenary Exhibition at 
Bulawayo. 


HOUSES FOR EXPORT 


Minister of Works Opens 
Housing Centre Exhibition 


AN Overseas Housing Corporation which 
" would be concerned with the export 
to all parts of the world of British made 
prefabricated houses, was visualised by MR 
Davip EccLres, Minister of Works, when he 
opened an exhibition of export houses al 
the Housing Centre, London on Tuesday, 
March 10. Mr. E. Holland Martin. hon 
treasurer to the Centre, presided. 


“| sometimes wonder,” said the Minister, 
“why some of the firms engaged in the ex- 
port of prefabricated houses do not pool 
their resources in order to strengthen the 
attack on overseas markets.” There were, 
he knew, many opportunities, particular!) 
in Canada and the Middle East, for securing 
contracts for the supply of houses for com- 


plete townships. The financial resources 
needed to do business on such a large scale 
were beyond the reach of most firms operat- 
ing individually. 

International housing exports could be 
worth as much as £10 million a year (o (nis 
country. “We must realise that this 's 4 


new thing which must be pushed unti! /itain 
is in the lead,” declared Mr. Eccles. 


Our unrivalled record as shipbuilde:s «od 
our success as motor car manufact.'c's. 
coupled with our ability as salesmen ane ovF 
wide experience of housing conditions «od 
needs throughout the world, showed ¢\<:'') 


nh 


that the country was equal to the ta 
said. 

An Overseas Housing Corporation, s\0 
thing like our .New Town Corpora’: 
could, he thought, be set up to carry ol! © 
port schemes on an international bas: 

The exhibition, which closes to-mor'’. 
March 14, consists of plans and photog’ >'* 
of prefabricated houses which are” bein: 
ported by 13 firms to all parts of the w: 


! 
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Scotland’s Acute Planning Problems 





ww PEAKING to the Scottish National 
' Housing and Town Planning Council 
Conference at Peebles on February 27, the 
Ear oF Home, Minister of State, Scottish 
Office, said that none of us had any excuse 
for hiding from the fact that planning prob- 
lems were relatively more acute in Scotland 
than in any other part of the United King- 
dom. The competition between different 
demands for the use of land was very great. 
This was especially true of Central Scotland, 
where extensive new mine development, 
intensification of agriculture and the great 
pressure from overcrowded congested towns 
were being strongly felt. 

‘As one who has taken a very close 
interest during the past year in industrial 
development,” he said, “ I am very conscious 
of the fact that good industrial sites are get- 
ting very scarce in this area, and those that 
exist must be protected. Similarly, land of 
high agricultural value is at great risk. In 
concrete terms every new housing scheme 
of any size may mean the loss of one or 
more farms. 

“As a nation we are doing our best to 
save money, materials and manpower. But 
are we doing all we can to save land? 
Industry and farming; I have given you two 
very good reasons for saving the land round 
our towns and there are only two ways in 
which we can do this and still go on building 
houses. The first is by stepping up densities 
in housing areas. ‘High St. Rollox’ may 
sound even more remote than ‘* High Pad- 
dington,’ and we may wish to leave things 
so; but we can have nothing but praise for 
local authorities who are changing from the 
spatter of semi-detached cottages we know 
so well in older housing schemes to new 
forms of mixed development that include 
terraces with narrow frontages, blocks of 
flats of economical heights and other devices 
which not only make a more pleasing 
combination but use the land more 
economically.” 


Old People’s Home, Aberdeen 


THE FIRST HOUSE in Scotland to be built 
specifically as an old peopie’s home will be 
opened shortly by Aberdeen Town Council. 
The home is being erected in the new North- 
field housing estate on the northern fringe 
f the city. Now nearing completion, it has 
1ccommodation for 35 old people. To 
obviate the tiresome climbing of long and 
twisting stairs it has only one upper floor. 
The designers have also tried to give the 
residents a maximum amount of privacy, 
and with this object in view there will be 
only single and double bedrooms. 

Another advantage for the residents will 
be that they will be able to share in the 
communal life of a virile new housing estate 
with its many social activities, and will not 
have the feeling of being “ shut-off ” from 
the outside world, which is sometimes the 
case with eventide homes. 


Elgin Housing Plans 
; ELGIN Town Councit have decided to 
build 20 four-apartment houses with 
pavilion roofs on an attractive site on the 
Seafield lands overlooking the Cooper Park. 
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Priced at about £2,000, the heuses will be 
offered for sale to sitting tenants or to per- 
sons sufficiently well up on the Council’s 
waiting list for houses. Circulars will be 
issued to all tenants advising them of the 
proposed new departure 


Housing Loan Interest 


NEWTON-STEWART TOWN CoUNCIL have 
decided to put forward at the annual meet- 
ing of the Convention of Royal Burghs in 
Edinburgh a motion asking the convention 
to press for housing loans to small burghs 
to be interest-free for the first two years or 
until the houses are occupied. Treasurer 
MATTHEW A. S. HAMILTON said large 
burghs and counties through their system 
of borrowing had been able to do this for 
some time. Small burghs were less for- 
tunate. If the Government granted this 
concession a considerable saving on the cost 
of each house could be effected by every 
small burgh. 


Builders’ Year Book 

THE YEAR Book and Directory for 1953 
of the Scottish National Building Trades 
Federation (Employers) has just been issued. 
It contains a list of the Federated Associa- 
tions, together with a list of their members, 
and the variation of wage rates since 1941 
are shown in a table. At the end of the 
book the working rules of the Scottish 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry are given, including the local dis- 
trict boundaries, walking and travelling time, 
boundaries, and holidays. 


Bricks From Furnace Slag 


PropucTion of facing bricks of high 
quality from steelwork furnace slag is pro- 
posed by Colvilles, Ltd., in their annual 
report. Orders have been placed for the 
first unit of plant to allow manufacture of 
the facing bricks on a commercial scale. 
Policy of the company is to seek utilisation 
of all the waste products of the steel 
industry, either in civil engineering work or 
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SLIDING DOORS 


H° about the door gear? There’s 
aset forevery need in the KING range 
—and every set has ‘plus’ features proved 
in thousands of installations — basic 
advantages in design, material, work- 
manship and finish that mean smooth 
running and long life. So when you 
specify door gear, specify and insist upon 
KING gear and make a tip-top job of it. 
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in alternative outlets, and this latest develop- 
ment is a further stage in the process of 
making the maximum use of raw materials 
at every stage of production. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Edinburgh.—A plan to build 85 four-apartment 
houses at a cost of £200,000 has been approved by 
the Dean of Guild Court. A warrant was granted 
to the Corporation te build a seven-storey bieck 
containing 42 flats at Queensferry-rd., Biackhall, 
at a cost of £94.070—Dunedin Self Build Homes, 
Lid., were granted permission to build 85 four- 
apartment houses at Oxgangs, Colinton Mains, at 
a total cost of £200,000.—Warrant was also granted 
to the Fifty Housing Association, Lid., to build 
at Oxgangs-rd. 50 dwelling-houses, a store and 
office biock at a cost of £56,000 

Edinburgh.—Pians in hand: for alterations and 
additions, est. to cost £76,000, for Messrs. Woolworth 
at the Palace Cinema and Restaurant, Princes-st 
East. The architect is H. Winbourne (F), 5, New 
Bond-st., Londen, W.1. 

Greenock.—Plans in the hands of the builder's 
architects for five houses which are to be erected 
at ‘Lyle-cres. and Newark-st, at an est. cost of 
£19,000. by John Anderson (Builders and Con- 
tractors), Lid., Rue End, Greenock. 

Greenock.—Pians to be prepared by their archi- 
tects for a scheme, est. to cost £12,600, which is to 
be carried out at the Marina Mills, Dromfrochar- 
rd. by Fleming, Reid & Co., Ltd. 

ow.—Pilans prepared for two-storey extension 

to the maternity block of The Southern Genera! 

Hospital, Shieldhall, for the Western Reg. Hosp 

The architect is Forbes Morrison (A), 68, 
Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.— Plans in hand for alterations and 


additions at St. Clement’s Church, Brook-st., 
London-rd., for which the architect is John 
MacNab (F), 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for Catholic 
school to be erected at Airdrie. The architect is 
William Watt (F), County Offices, Albert-st., 
Motherwe!l-Wishaw 

Motherwell-Wishaw.—Pians in hand for new 
houses to be erected at the Wishaw area, for which 
the architects are John Ford & Co., The Cross, 
Motherwell-Wishaw 

Motherwell-Wishaw.—-Plans have been approved 
for a new electricity power-house, est. to cost 
£32,000, which is to be erected at Rollerhall-rd. and 
Craigneuk-st. 

Stirtingshire.-Pians have been prepared by the 
architects of the Dorritor Iren Ce.. Lid., for new 
office buildings to be erected at the Donnater 
Foundry, Camelon, Falkirk 


INSTITUTE OF CARPENTERS 
Annual Dinner 


THE ANNUAL DINNER Of the Incorporated 
British Institute of Certified Carpenters was 
held at the Windsor Castle restaurant, 
London, on February 28. Mr. R. M. 
Hemmings presided. 

Proposing the toast of “ The Institute,” 
Mr. B. C. Lucta, BSc., deputy director of 
the City and Guilds of London Institute, 
spoke of the very close link between his 
Institute and the IBICC. The carpentry 
examinations of the City and Guilds 
attracted the second largest total of 
candidates out of all subjects, approximately 
4,700 students sitting each year. 

Mr. G. T. B. WINSTANLEY, chairman of 
the IBICC Council, responded and said the 
Institute now had two sections in Australia. 

The toast of the “ Worshipful Company 
of Carpenters” was proposed by Mr. 
HEMMINGS, who said the Institute was proud 
of the trust that the Company had placed 
in it during the last 60 years. It must be 
the Institute’s purpose to cement the bonds 
of unity and strength, to see that nothing 
could disrupt the unanimity that existed. 





Coronation Stands 


A simple method of constructing viewing 
stands for shop windows on the route of the 
Coronation procession has been devised by 
the Timber Development Association, and is 
described and illustrated in a leaflet which 
the Association has issued and sent to shop- 
keepers whose premises lie on the route. 
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TRADE NEWS 

Paint Firm’s New Depot 

Sissons Brothers and Co., Ltd., the paint 
manufacturers, have announced the opening 
of a new depot at Higher-road, Urmston, 
Manchester. This depot is under the control 
yf their local subsidiary company, Sissons 
Paints (Lancs.), Ltd., and is being managed 
by the resident director of that company, 
Mr. Tom Smalley. 


Conveyor Belting 


A leaflet issued by J. H. Fenner and Co.. 
Ltd., of Hull, provides information on their 
Fenaplast “ PVC colliery conveyor belting. 
Chis product is encased in polyvinyl chloride 
to form what is claimed to be a non- 
nflammable plastic sheath, and has been 
ipproved by the National Coal Board for 
use on underground conveyors. 
Automatic Gauge 
4 sand and gravel batcher designed to 
yvercome the contractor’s problem of pro- 
ducing consistently good concrete as cheaply 
is possible, is being produced by the Leeds 
Contractors Equipment Co. Marketed as 
“Autogauge.” it weighs less than two 
ewt. and is made for the usual 4:2:1 mix 
with a maximum gauge capacity of 74 cu. ft. 
models can be made for other 
ixes if required, 


Special 


Change of Address 

The registration and advertising depart- 
nents of the Bowater Organisation, together 
with the purchasing department of the 
Bowater Trading Co., Ltd., will remain at 
Harewood House, Hanover-square, W1, until 
April 26, after which date they will be at 
>, Park-place, St. James’s, SWI (Tel. No.: 
Grosvenor 8211). A change of schedule 
has delayed the completion of the removal 

all other departments to Bowater House. 
Stratton-street, Wi, until March 23. 


Portable Pulley 

The most recent of the range of pulley 
blocks manufactured by Geo. W. King, Ltd., 
Hitchin, is the “Matom™” electric chain 
pulley block. This has a minimum weight 


of 32 Ib., capacities of 100 or 200 Ib. and 
lifting speeds of 5O ft. or 100 ft. per 
minute. Power is provided by a high torque 
totally enclosed 4 h.p. motor, capable of 
3.000 r.p.m. on the 100 Ib. model, and 

500 r.p.m. on the 200 Ib. model. The 


standard block allows a 10 ft. height of 
ift, and is offered for normal 380/420 volts, 
three phase 50 cycles A.C. supply. It is 
inderstood to be reasonably waterproof and 
to be capable of complete waterproofing by 
fitting a canvas cover. 


Factory Equipment 

A wide range of the fabricated tubuiar 
steel products of Tubewrights, Ltd., Eggin- 
ton House, 25, Buckingham Gate, SW1, will 
be displayed on Stand No. 68 at the Factory 
Equipment Exhibition. This will take place 
at the Royal Horticultural Society’s New 
Ha!ll, Westminster, from March 23 to 27. The 
exhibits will include the “ Pallage,” which 
is understood to permit the rapid building-up 
of various forms of mechanical handling 
equipment from standard components. Also 
shown will be models and photographs of 
various types of pallets, post pallets, crates, 
stillages and trolleys, together with “ Usk ” 
and “Brook” tubular steel foot and pipe 
bridges, jibs and hand-railing. Tubular steel 
building frames as used for single - storey 
factories will be incorporated in a model 
“ Unimer ” building to be on view. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Robertson Building Servi ce, Lid . (515688.) Regd. 
Jan 31, 201, Gt. Port land-s st., W.1, mnfrs. and erec- 
tors of p otected metal heehee flashings, panels 
und roofing and flooring materials, etc. Nom. cap. 
£} Subs.: J. B. Gowman and §. G. Starnes, 11, 
Old Jewry, E.C.2. 

Trade Joinery, Lid. (516695). Regd. Jan. 31. 
Nom, cap £2,500 Dir.: D. D. Hardie, 5, St. 
Margarets-dr., Twickenham, Middx. 


Coarse Stuff, Lid (515707.) Regd. Feb. 2, 12, 
Verney-rd., S.E.16, bidrs., contractors, etc. Nom. 
ap rey D A. Collins, 26, Inwood-ave., Old 
a Surrey 

N ospe r (Ipswich), Ltd. (515727.) Regd. re. 
2, bid eic Nom. ecap.: £2,000. Dir.: N. 
Vosper, 212, Cauldwell Hall-rd., Ipswich. 


¢ 
Edward W. ‘Tyler (Builders), Ltd. (515746. ) 
Regd. Feb. 3, 28a, Tavistock-rd., Forest Gate, E.7. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: E. W. Tyler, 10, Chestnut- 
cl., Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 
Frank Pilling and Brothers, Ltd. (515748.) Regd. 


Feb. 3, joiners, bidrs. Nom. cap.: £3,000 . Dir.: 
F. Pilling, 20, Church-st., Little Lever, ‘Lancs. 

F. E. Etches (Builders), Lid. (515766.) Read. 
Feb, 4, Bourne-chmbrs.. St. Peter’s-rd., Bourne- 


mouth Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: F. R. Martin 
and Mrs. K. Martin, 73, Northbourne-ave., Bourne- 
mouth. 

_F. Greenslade and Sons, Ltd. 515800.) Rage: 
Feb. 5, The-crescent, West Croydon, Surrey, plas 
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terers, plastering contractors, etc. Nom. ca £5 
Dir.: J. W. Greenslade, 20, Birchanger-r. South 
Norwood, S*E.25 ee 
Barnard (Bromley), Ltd. 515825.) Regd. Feb. = 
84, London-la., Bromley, Kent, bidrs., etc. Nom 
cap: £5,000, Dirs.: J. E. Marks and Gra: \ ( 
Marks, 80, Stanhope-grove, Beckenham, K 

F, and R. Windsor, Ltd. «agg Regd. Feb. 6 
Pi ‘Newton-rd., Rushden, bidrs., Nom. cap.: 
£10,000. Dir.: W. H. Windeor” 7, Dack-st 
Kushden. 

Rushworth Bros. (Joiners), Ltd. (51582 ead 
Feb. 7, Town-st., Rawdon, Yorks. joiners a drs 
Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: G. Rushworth “Craig 
Dene, Carr-la., Rawdon. 

Liaison Engineering and Supply, Ltd. 


Regd. Feb. 9, consultants and mofrs. in r f 
new works engineering (civil) site eng. and {alvrica. 
tional const., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: W. 7. 
Fogarty and Mrs. E. Fogarty, 4, Beverley-st.. Black 


burn. 

A. E. Blackwell, Lid. (515962.) Regd. | il 
bidr. and decorator, 365, Brampton-rd., Bexley. 
heath. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: C. A. J Ti 
Parsonage Manor-way, Belvedere, Kent. 


Cc ee Baines (Contractors), Ltd. 5.) 
Regd, Feb. 11, 343, Kilburn High- rd., N.W drs 
ete. ge oy cap.: £6,000. Dir.: C. W. M. Buines 


Witham, Croft-rd., Sutton, Surrey. 

F. Ayres (1953), Ltd. (515959.) Regd. Feb. 11, 
bidrs. and contractors, etc. Nom, cap £50 
Dir.: F. Ayres, 45, North-st., Stanground, Hunts 

Marsden (Kent), Ltd. (516362.) Regd. Feb. 23, 
King’s-chbrs., 29-31, Portugal-st., W.C.2. bidrs 
decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir: 
Marsden and Joan A. Marsden, High Trees. s 
dale, Farnborough Park, Kent. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous t88Ues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts stil] open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
ut the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whem particulars may 


be obtained 
BUILDING 
MARCH 13. 

“*tTewkesbury B.C.—22 houses at the Okifield 
Barton-rd, site Rainger, Rogers & Smithson, 
FA.RIBA., 29, wage Chettenham. Dep. £2 2s 

ARCH 16. 

— city C.—12 houses and eight flats 

H. J. Manzoni, City E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 17. 

“tSouth-Western Reg. Hosp. Board.—Extensions 
© mortuary at Weston-super-Mare oar Secr e- 
tary, South-Western Reg. Hosp. Board, Tyndalls 
Park-rd.. Bristol, 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 18. 
*+tBristol C.C.—New wing at Redland Training 
lege, Elm-la., Bristol] City <A. Dep. £2 2s 
enders by April 2 

MARCH 20. 

tCaernarvon B.C.—44 houses and four bungalows 
‘ n © ae Mur estate, B.E. & 5. ae: em. 


a AS TOL LAT 
TIMBER BUILDINGS 


GATES & 
FENCINGS 


All Astolat products enjoy the highest 
reputation for quality throughout Gt. Britain. 


ASTOLAT CLEFT 

Ati mh -CHESTNUT 

FENCING 
ue “a 


Can be supplied ex stock. 
Write for catalogue to the 
actual manufacturers. 


be Cco., LTD. 


14, PEASMARSH, GUILDFORD Tei. 521! 





















MARCH 21, 
*tEseex €.C.—Alterations to hutments to forn 
Aveley L.C.C. estate temporary county primary 


school. Est. cost £14,000. County A., Che!msford 

_“tPaignton U.D.C.—60 houses and flats 
No. 3B Foxhole housing estate in several co 
S. Hodson, Clerk of the Council. Dep. £2 

‘tWardle U.D.C.—16 houses at Ashbrook S 
Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 23. 

"Brighton 8B.C.—Two cottages at M 
Portslade; barn and store at Lower Payitt 
Fulking. Waterworks E., 12, Bond-st., Br 
Dep. £2 2s 

“East Riding of Yorks 
secondary s¢ hoal at Driffield. 


C.C.—New 
County A.. Be 


Dep. £2. 
*tHuntingdon B.C.—Police house al W 
County A., Huntingdon. 


‘Southampton B.C.—73 maisoneties at | 
B.E. Dep. £5. 

*tWest Ham B.C.—Five shops with maiso! 
over at Balaam-st., E.13 (contract 190). 1 


OBE, FRIBA, Boro’ A. & Plan. Officer, 7 Vest 
Ham-la., E.15. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 24, 


tDorking U.D.C.—160 houses at Goodwyns }: 
housing scheme (phase 1). Clifford Cuipin 4 
FA.RIBA, 3, Southampton-pl., W.C.1 
MARCH 26. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne €.C.-21 liouses © 
Copperas-la. estate. Ciliy A., 18, Cloth Mark 
MARCH 27. 
‘East Ham B.C.—Oid people's hostel at 
brook, Navestock. B.E. Dep. £2 2s 


*tRowley Regis B.C.--32 flats, Han» 
Throne-rd. estate. B.E. & 8. Dep. £3 3s. 1 
by April 8. 

*tTwickepham B.C.—64 houses, Butts 
estate, Feltham. A. 8. Knolles, BSc., Mu 
Offices. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by April 24. 

“Ww. Ri Standing Jt. Ctte.—30 police ho 
Northfield-la., Horbury. County A., Wah 
Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 28. 


Castle Ward R.D.C.—54 houses at Heddur 
Wale and 146 at Dinnington Rpitery both $ 
in two contracts. G. Dimmock, E. ., / 
rd., Ponteland. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Chichester City ©.—Stripping of existing « 
roof covering and re-slating 8-11, Pound Fa 
City 8., Greyfriars, North-st. Dep. £1 1s. 
2a “Stough B.C.—108 houses at Mead-ave., Lane: 


Tadcaster R. D.C.—Eight hguses at Towton 
drainage and services. A. Steel and Owen, 
tects, 89, Albion-st., Leeds, 1. Dep. £2 2 

MARCH 3. 

Bexhill T.C.~Three bungalows for aged 1 
with site works, at Southland-rd. noes site 
tract No.7. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2 i: 

Boston B.C. —24 houses at Woad Farm, 0 
Nicholas’-rd. B.E. & & ep. £2 28. : 
A 2 Htuntingdo c.c. Poli ce y atin Yaxiey. © 

unti n. 
teemerent f.0.-Rome for Blind, The Co 
Wellington County A., Taunton. Dep. £2 2: 
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MARCH 31, 

“+H tead B.C.—Seven flats at 63, Fitzjohn’s 
ave. N. EB. &. 

“Morecambe and Heysham B.C.—Additional toilet 
accommodation at public conveniences opposite 
Regent-rd., nr. West = Pier, Promenade, More- 
canbe. BS. Dep. £1 1 

‘Northampton C.B. aay flats on three sites, Boro’ 
\. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

*tPertsmouth City C.-43 flats and maisonettes at 
Havant-st. P. McG.-Corsar, ARIBA, Westminster 
Bank<hbrs., 103, Commercial-rd., Portsmouth. 


Dep, £3 3s. 
APRIL 1. 

*+Aldershot B.C.—(a) 132 flats, and (b) site works 

land by Denmark-sq. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. per 
contract, 

Beverley R.D.C.—Ten houses at 
drainage and sewage disposal works. G. 

an, 36, Market-p!l. Dep. 21 ls. 


Arram with 
Palfrey- 


Filey U.D.C.—14 bungalows at Muston-rd. housing 
te. F. Vaux, FRIBA, 31, Quay-rd., Bridlington. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


New Forest R.D.C.—Erection of 36 houses at 
vndhurst. E. & S,, Council Offices, Lyndhurst 


Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 2. 

*Leeds City C.—Alterations and additions to 
depot, Kirkstall-rd. City A., Priestley House, 
Quarry Hill. Dep. £1 1s. 

APRIL 

*Glasgow Corpn.—150 sis at Garthamlock 
iousing scheme. Hsg. Dept., 20, Trongate, Glas- 
gow, C.1, 


APRIL 8. 
"Chingford B.C.—12 houses, Sewardstone-rd. B.E. 


De PD. £2 23. 

i B.C.—Six houses Binscombe Farm 
estate, Farncombe. B.E. & §., Branksome, Filmer- 
gr. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Walthamstow B.C.—Eight flats and 1 Sengeios. 


Chingford-la., Woodford Green. Boro’ A., E 
Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 1 
“Walton and ee U. D. C.—16 flats, Thrupps- 
la., Hersham. & 8. 


—— and Weybride U.D.C.—48 flats, Thrupps- 
. Hersham. E. & 
ariel 16. 

‘Salford City C.—New Salford grammar school, 
Claremont site, Eccles Old-rd. Taylor and Young, 
rehitects, 195, Oxford-rd., Manchester, 15. 

APRIL 18. 

“Neston U.D.C.—64 houses forming third phase 
Contract “€”’) of Liverpool/Raby-rd. housing 
scheme. G. D. Walford & Ptnrs., 20, Castle-st., 
Liverpool, 2, Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 20. 

“Peterlee Dev. Corpn.—Next phase of Chape]_ Hil! 

ousing development. Gen. Mer., a Hall. 
C astie Eden, Co. Durham. Dep. £2 

APRIL 21. 

*Northfleet U.D.C.—T'wo houses, Newmans-rd. E. 
&S. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Sunbury- -on-Thames U.D.C.—Four houses, Alexan- 

i-rd./Staveley-rd., Ashford Common. T. L. Watts, 
Clerk, Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 15. ; 

"Government of the Union of Burma.—Buildings, 
Mingaladon aerodrome. Norman and Dawharn, 
architects and consulting engineers, 5, Gower-st.. 
W.C.1. Dep. £20 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MARCH 18. 
*+Bristol C.C.—Installation of heating and water 
supplies, gas and fire mains in new wing at Red 
and Training College, Elm-la., Bristol. City A 
Dep £2 28. Tenders by April 8. 
MARCH 23. 
*t Bedfordshire C.C.—Alterations, repairs_and_de- 
corations to County Library premises, 1, The Bm 
yankment, Bedford. County A., Shire Hall. 
“East Riding of Yorks C.C.—Supply of precast 
and prestressed concrete units for Driffield County 
condary School. County A., Beverley. Dep. £2. 
“Shrewsbury B.C.—Installations of fireplaces, hot 
ater systems, etc., to 1 to 28, Shelton-gdns. 


De op. £2 2s. 
RCH 26. 
Peterborough T.0.— City E. (Materials.) 
MARCH 28. 


“Chichester City C.—Demolition. Whyke House, 
Whyke-rd., and buiktings in Chapel-st. . City S., 
Greyfriars, North-st. Dep. £1 1s. 

MARCH 30. 

“Chesham U.D. —Exterior painting of 161 houses. 

W. B. Mitchell, E. & S. Dep. £1 Is. 
MARCH 31. 

Pag yy Educ. Com.—Furniture for Buckwell 

Mod. and Wiveliscombe Sec. Mod. Chief Educ. 


Ome. 
Wortley R.D.C.—E. & S.. Council Offices, 
side, Sheffield. (Materials.) 
APRIL 11. 
Sutton-in-Ashfield U.D.C.—E. & S. 
Swinton and Pendiebury B.C.—B.E. 
ton. (Materiais.) 
RIL 15. 


“Feltham U.0.0.—Re roofing and re-pointing 68 


Greno 


(Materials.) 
& §., Swin- 
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dwellings and re-decoration of %8 dwellings. E. & 


S. Dep. £2. 
NO DATE. 

{War D —Works services (maintenance 
of buildings, etc.) for three years from March 30 in 
DCRE South Area, Catterick Camp, est. annual 
value £40,000. CRE Catterick, Bapaume Lines, 
Catterick Camp. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH 26. 
*Luton B.C.—Roads and sewers and 26 houses, 
Hayhurst-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


Wetherby R.D.C.—9.000 yds. of sewers and altera- 
tion of existing works in various parishes. 
Rodweil, civil engineer, 29, High-st. Dep. £3 3s. 

MARCH 27. 
Berkshire ©.C.—Making-up of Eastcourt-ave., 
Eariey. County S., Reading. Dep. £2. 
MARCH 30. 
Abertillery U.D.C.—Surface dressing of roads and 
heating and planing of roads. Council’s BE. & S 
Chadderton U.D.C.—Surface dressing of roads in 
the district in the year ending March 31, 1954. 
E. & 8., Town Hall. 
Cwmbran U.D.C.—3,372 ft. stoneware and 1,275 ft. 
concrete sewers, contract No. 1. Taylor & Sons, 


Artillery House, Artillery-row, Westminster, 8.W.1. 
Dep. £5. 
Newport Pagnell R.D.C.—1,120 yds. water main 


and works in Gt. Linford parish. F. Gasson, 7, 
Station-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

Warrington B.C.—Sewers as contract No. 2, Orford 
main drainage. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 31. 

Elstree R.D.C.—Completion of roads and sewers 
on Cowley Hill housing estate, Boreham Wood. 
FE. & §., Council Offices, Boreham Wood. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
MARCH 31. 

Wimbledon 8.C.—Surface<iressing of roads, 
1963/4. B.E. & S. 

APRIL 2. 

Manchester T.C.—Roads amd sewers at the pro- 
posed Blackley Cemetery, Victoria-ave., Blackley. 
City S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

Rawmarsh U.D.C.—Laying of 3,080 yds. water 
mains. G. Clegg, Clerk to the Council. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 4. 

Ross and Cromarty C.C.—Strengilening and sur- 
facing of 6% miles of trunk road A.87 between 
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Cluanie Junction and Shiel Bridge in S.W. Ross. 
County 8., County Reads O West End, 


Dingwall. 
PS, APRIL 7. = a , 
Guildford R.D.C.Sewerage and sewage 3 
hy under Ash Vale main ge ae s 
Millmead Honse. Dep. £10 


‘ae R.D.C.—Sewage Pn ‘works in the 
parish of Colwall. Richards & Dumbleton, char- 
tered civil engineers, 46, Newhall-st., Birming- 
ham, 3. Dep. £5 5s. 


APRIL 10. 
Leicester C.C.—Widening new bridge, Kirby 
Muxioe. County S., Grey Friars, Leicester. 
APRIL 11. 
Herne Bay U.D.C.—Serface dressing af roads. S., 
Council Offices. 
APRIL 12. 


Chesterton R.D.C.—Sewage disposal works and 
1,80 yds. rising main as contract No. 1, Fulbourn 
sewerage scheme. E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 16. 

“Gloucestershire C.C.—Constraction of 150 ft. rc. 
bridge carrying A.417 over River Severn. County 
S., Quay-st., Gloucester. Dep. £5 5s 

APRIL 18. 

Hertford R.D.C.—Site works at housing site ex- 
tension, ——"o —_—. E. Williams, Clerk to the 
Council. Dep. £ 

APRIL 2. 


Bridgwater B.C.—Mass concrete reservoir, 500,000 
galls. capacity, with 650 yds. main, ete. J. Taylor 


& Sons, Artillery House, Artillery-row, Victoria-st., 
Westminster, 8.W.1, Dep. £5. 
NO DATE. 


North of Scotiand Hydro-Electric Board.—Site. 
foundation and building works for transforming 
station at Killin, Perthshire. Merz & McLellan, 
engineers, 3, Northumberland-st., Edinburgh, 3. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Hendon.—Hovusinc.—B.E. & 8. has been instructed 
to prepare plans, bills of quantities, etc., for the 
development for housing purposes of land contain- 
ing 18.6 acres on south side of Spur-rd., Edgware, 
and to submit layout plan for this at next meeting 
of Heg. Com., together with revised layout plan 
incorporating the additional land in proposed re- 
development area at Hemlon Park-row. 

Hendon.—Drvelorment.—H:g. Com. recommend 
that B.E. & S. be instructed to ae sae plans for 
the development of junction of Tennyson-rd. and 
Marion-rd, for housing purposes 

Hendon.—Housixc.—T.P. approval is recom- 
mended for erection of eight private dwelling houses 
at Walmington Fold and Chanctonbury-way, N.12, 
by E. C. Dawes, bidrs., 368, Bowes-rd., N.11. 

Hendon.— Dwei.ixes.—Erec tion of 12 dwelling 
houses on land between * ‘ Greystanes”” and ‘ * Lin- 
coln. House,” Marsh-la., N.W.7, propecns by 
H. L. G. Cosway, surveyor, 13, The Broadway, 
N.W.7, has been recommended for T.P. approval. 

Hendon.—Private Hovses.—T.P. Com. is recom- 
mended to approve erection of five private houses 
at “ Brinsdale,” age ag -grove, N.W.4, proposed 
by D. Stern, ARIBA, Wilfred-st., 8. W.1. 

H .— DWELLING Hou SES. —Proposa! 3 made by 
Andrews & Winton-Lewis, 


architects, 29, Manches- 
ter-st., W.1, for erection of six dwelling howses and 
garages at Brentmead-place. North Circularad., 
N.W.11, have been recommended to T.P. Com. fer 
their approval. 

Hendon.—Orrices AnD LABORATORY. —Proposals have 
been made by E. P. King, “ White Walls,” Park- 
sile, N.W.7 for the erection of technical and draw- 
ing offices and laboratory in Accommodation-rd., 
Septon-ave., N.W.7. T.P. approval is recommended. 

Hendon.—Dwe..inas.— Proposed erection of two 

“ Sandon ”-type dwelling houses at 2 and 50, Balles- 
croft-rd., Edgware, by John Laing & Son, Lid., 
bounede.. N.W.7, has been recommended for 
approval by T.P. Com. 

Hendon.—Houses.—Proposals have been made by 
James Green & Co., Mill Hill, for erection of 4 
houses on vacant ‘and by Abercorn-rd. 

Kensington.—Cuurcnu.—It is expected that the re- 
building of the Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady 
of Victory, in Kensington High-st., will be started 
later this year to new plans prepared by Mr. Adrian 
Gi rk Scott, FRIBA, 3, Field Court, Gray’s Ina, 
we 

itentiontety —FLats AND Matsonerres.—Pilane have 
been submitted by John Grey and Ptar., FL.RLBA, 
17, Buckingham-st., W.C.2, for the erection for 
B.C. of 18 flats at sites 914 (consecutive), Radding- 
ton-rd., and 294.296, Portobello-rd., est. cost £24,830; 
three flate at sites 28-30, Blagrove-rd., est. cost 
£4,606: four flata and two maisonettes at 10, 12 and 
14, Blagrove-rd., est. cost £11,125; and eight flats at 
sites 19-27 (odd), Acklam-rd., est. cost £17,215. T.P. 
Com. recommend their approval, and have approved 
the appointment of Dearie & Henderson, 123, Vie- 
toria-st., S.W.1, a9 quantity surveyors for 
schemes. 

Westminster. — Tr.eruone Excnancs.—Proposals 
have been made for the noes by G.P.O. of the 
site of Christ Church, the Vicarage and of 
churchyard ag suitable for erection of new 
Abbey telephone exchange, to incorporate on 
floor, with frontage to Broadway, a aan 
office and cable office, with 40 staff in the bui 
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(PROVINCIAL) 
Abram.—U.D.C. approved pians for 16 flats and 
eight houses at Bickershaw-la. 


Altrincham.—T.C. propose 21 dwellings at Grange 
Estate. 


Ashton-under-L yme --B5.C. preliminary 


approved 


layout plans for old people’s bungalows at Henr- 
etta-st.—B.C. approved plans for eight houses at 


(Ashton-under-Lyne), Ltd. ; 
extensions and pew shop front at 151/55, Stamford 
st.. for Ashton-under-Lyne Co-op. Soc., Ltd.; day 
nursery at King’s-rd., for C.C.; and office building 
at Robinson-st., for James Ridyard & Sons, Lid. 
Barnarg Castie—U.D.. to build 12 houses and 
four banzalows at Newgate. Plans by BS. 
Billingham-on-Tees.—U D.C. has approved in 
principle plans for third phase of development 
scheme for John Whitehead Park; has received 
from Rev. Brady, “ Greenho!lme,” Wolviston-la.. 
Billingham, outline plans fer proposed R.C. sc... 
church and hall in Roseberry rd. 
Birmingham.—J. R. Sheridan-Shedden. 


teachers’ 


Lees-rd. for Plasterers 


architect 
training 


to Educ. Com., designed new i 

college to be erected in Westbourne-rd , Edgbaston 
Border.-R.1).C. received approval for 14 houses 

at Low Crosby } at Great Orton and two at 
rgh-by-Sands : 

fn T.C. received approval for traffic div. 

HQ at action Caledonia-t./ Belling-rd., 


£140,000 est. cost 
Bridgnorth...1.. approved pans, 100 houses at 


the Grove site 


Brighton.—E.C. to erect special sch. on Home 
Farm site at Moulescoomb for sub-nermal children, 
ext. cost £42,000. Plans by B.E. & 8 

Bromegrove.—U.D.C. propose extensions of 
RB npg ck at Rock Hil] area. —R.D.C. to pre- 
pa yans for aged persons’ bungalows at Stoke 
Prior and Alvechurch, architect, H. T. W. Gough, 
Birmingham.—R.D.C. approved plans for_ rectory 


{ Station-rd., Alvechurch, for Canon E. J. Hodgins ; 
and extensions to Rednal Social Club for the Comm. 
Chadderton.—U.D.C. approved layout plans, 24 
houses at Arden-st. site and 36 at Scholes-st. 
Cheadle... propose new gram. sch. at Brunt- 
wal 


“ wa 
Chester. -T. to issue licence for 12 Souses at 
Queensway to A. H. Crossley, 52, Guilden, Sution- 
1. Hoole 
Chesterfield.—R.D.C. propose erection of 20 houses 
off Rectory-rd., Duckington. 
Cumberland. .C. to carry out additions to Mil- 
wm gram. sch. Cty. A., J. H. Haughan, 15, Port- 
ind-sq., Carlisle 
Cumberiand.—< (€. to build kitchen dining-room 
wcommodate 100 children at St. John’s girls 
i sch., Keswick. Cty. A., J. H. Haug- 





ref as 
Portiand-sq., Carlisle. 
Cumberiand..C. to prepare modified scheme for 
station and 10 houses at Hensingham, £42,650; 
fire-station at Egremont, £4,000. 

Cumberiand.—C.C.’s building programme in- 

ides erection of 132 police houses, at cost of 
£340,000. Cty. A. is J. H. Haughan, 15, Portland- 
aq., Carlisle 

Dartington.—Corpn. Markets Com. approved in 
principle scheme by Boro’ A., E. A. Tornbohm, for 
six shops at west front of Market. 

Darlington.—-T.C. approved plans for five houses 
in Baydale-rd., for Durham T.A. and A.F. Assoc., 
alterations to offices at Bondgate for Amos Hinton 
& Sons, and extension to engineering factory, 
Dodsworth-st., for Skerne Works, Ltd.—T.C, re- 
ceived loan sanction for £48,096 for erection of 34 
houses at Firth Moor estate. 

Denbighshire.—C.C. propose following schemes 
for 1953/4 schools building programme :—Abergele 
wim. sch., £33,880; Cefn Mawr prim. sch., £19,250; 
Sooke gram. sch. extensions, £25,259; Wrexham 


Tech. College, £111,674; Liysfasi Farm  Inst., 
£23,682; Hafod-y-Wern prim. sch., Wrexham, 
£52,005. 

Derby.—B.R. propose large-scale improvements, 


including new waiting-rooms, at Midland Railway 
Station, £200,000 est. cost. 
Ennerdale (Cumberland).—R.D.C. seeking sanc- 
tion to erect houses on cleared sites at Bowthorn. 
Gateshead.—Pians being prepared by Corp.’s 
Chief A’s Dept., for 198 multi-storey flats in Barn- 


cl, area. Scheme has been generally approved by 
MH. & LG 
Gateshead.—Oorp. to build 22 police houses for 


boro’ force. Plans by A., Town Hall. 
Gateshead.—Cordingley & McIntyre, The College. 
Darham, are architects, and Hall & Stafford. Sunni- 
side-chbrs.. West Sunniside, Sunderland, quantity 
surveyors, for proposed additions covering 7,500 sq. 
ft.. for Square Grip Reinforcement Co., Ltd.— 
Cotton, Ballard & Blow, Haymarket House, New- 
castle, are architects for factory alterations, for 
Huwood Mining Machinery O©o., Ltd.—Cackett, 
Burns Dick & MacKellar. 21. Ellison-pl.. Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, are architects for factory additions cover- 
ing 30.900 sq. ft., for Fusarc, Lid. Quantity sur- 
veyors are Martin & Felton, Bank-chbrs.. Fawcett- 
st., Sunderland: heating and lighting consultants 
are Cairns & Byles, 8, Osborne-rd., Newcastle. 
Gateshead. Mackley & Co.. engineers, Hawks- 
rd., are to extend their age’ 5 Architect. C. S. 
Errington, 46, Grainger-st.. Newcastle-on-Tyne.— 
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** THE BUILDER ”’ PRICES 


CEMENT DEARER 

The Cement Marketing Co., Ltd., has announced 
that as an immediate result of the increased cost of 
coal and power, the inclusive prices of “ Blue 
Circle” ordinary Portland cement and “ Ferro- 
crete” rapid hardening cement throughout the 
United Kingdom have been advanced by 2s. per ton, 
as from March 5. Other consequential increases 
in costs have not yet been taken into account. 

The prices of the following commodities will be 
similarly affected: ‘“* Aquacrete,” ‘“* Snowcrete,” 
“ Colorcrete,” ‘“‘ Cullamix,” “417” cement, and 
sulphate resisting Portland cement. 

Ribblesdale Cement, Ltd., have also announced 
a similar increase in the prices of “ Ribble ” ordinary 
Portland cement and “ Velocrete” rapid hardening 
cement to operate as from the same date. 


LEAD PAINTS 


Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., have 
announced the following revised basis prices per 
ton which came into effect as from 8 a.m., March 10: 


ae ee 
Genuine English dry white lead 139 10 0 
Genuine ground English white lead ... 160 10 0O 
Genuine English white lead paint (per gal.) *2 17 0 
Genuine refined English red lead 123 10 0 
Genuine powdered English litharge 123 10 0 
Genuine English flake and ground 
flake litharge ... na abe a Bee O'S 
Genuine refined English orange lead... 1358 10 0 
Genuine refined English red lead in oil 150 0 O 
Genuine English red lead Pt.BS.1011 
Type 1 (1 gal.tins) ... bie we: *2 14 6 
English red lead Pt. BS.1011 Type 2 
(1 gal.tins) ... es me pee 3:3 6 


*No change 











Boro’ A. preparing detailed plans for multi-storey 
flats in units of 48 in three areas in the borough. 


Glendale.—.R.D.C. to build 10 houses this year 
at Bowsden. : 
Hazel Grove.—Carisides (Brookside) Brewery, 


Lid., propose public house at Tenemant-la./West 
Park-rd. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. to acquire land at 
Bolton for 800 houses. Architects, T. A. Page, Son 
& Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields. 

Hexham.—R.D.C. plans erection of new Council 
Chamber on site of Old Bush Inn. Architects, W. 
Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
have been instructed to prepare specifications. 

Kendal.—T.C. approved Methodist chapel at 
Sandylands-rd., for trustees of Sandylands Method- 
ist Church.—B.C. propose conversion of Abbot Hall 
as an art gallery. 

Lanchester (Durham).—R.D.C. to build 96 houses 
by direct labour, and 54 by contract. Plans by B.S. 

Lanes.—E.C. approved following schools in 
1%4/5 programme: Burscough Sec. Mod., Maghul! 
Cty. Grammar, Maghuill St. Georges R.C. Prim. 
and Ormskirk R.C. Sec. Mod. Sch. 

Leeds.—T.C. approved revised plans by City A. 
for combined maternity and child weJfare centre 
at Ireland Wood estate, Cookridge. 

Leigh.—_T.C. approved plans for hotel for aged 
persons at Myrtle-ave. 
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Liverpool.—City E. & 8. to submit repor: on fing 
proposals for ground-floor outline of new (orn By. 
change building. Post-war Redevelopment : : 


. re . ’ ™m, has 
received intimation that licences have bee)». — 





for rebuilding the Exchange and ¢ , 
has been allocated under Ministry’s Blitzei Cities 
Scheme instalments of rebuilding sa: ‘ions. 


Licence has been received for rebuilding Packer's 


Stores, for which £60,000 sanction has been :nade- 
Licences promised for Littlewood’s Ma) Onde: 
Stores, allocation £90,000, and G. Dunn & (Co, Lid 
premises, allocation £10,250. 
Middiesbrough.—Dean Bros., builders, [ongitands 
rd., Middlesbrough, are to erect 39 house: Uills- 
water-ave. and plans have been approved —k. ¥ 


Lawson, Barras-bidgs., Barras Bridge, Neweas 


on-Tyne, is architect for proposed conversion of 36. 
21, Corporation-rd. into licensed premises IW 
Cameron & Co., Lid., Lion Brewery, Wes: Hartle. 


pool.—Northern Dairies, Ltd., are to erect work. 
room and store in Asquith-rd. to plans by Kitching 
& Co., 21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough. ‘ 

Middiesbrough.=T.C. intends erecting % 
in coming municipal year. B.E A. Ke 

Middieton.—B.C. approved plans, alterations te 
Limetrees Social and Bowling Club, 5a, Cr 
architect, J. B. Worts, 9, Duffield-rd., Alkrin 
eight houses at Kirkway for D. Barnsley, 4 
Leicester-rd., Whitefield; layout of 152 houses at 
Langley-la./Langley-ave. for. Manchester T.C 

Morpeth.—-R.D.C. to erect 32 Houses on Hast Acres 
site at Widdrington. Plans have been prepared 
Surveyor, J. R. Miles, Dacre-st. 

Morpeth.—B.E., F. K. Perkins, prepared layout 
9g for erection of 63 houses on the Spelvit-la 
No. 5 site. Roads and sewers will be constructed 
by direct labour, but price will be negotiated with 
local firm for erection of houses. 

Newcastie-on-Tyne.—Town Improvement and 
Streets Com. approved plans by City A. for convent 
ing Jesmond Dene House into seh. for subnormal 
girls, cost £33,000.—City ©. to erect % flats in 
Section “F”’ of the Slatyford-la. estate. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Estate and Property 
Com. to consider suggestion for erection of eight- 


houses 


on, 





storey block of shops and offices at Cattle Market, 
at present used as bus stp. Bus stn., it is pro 
posed, should be transferred to Old Infirmary site 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans approved for aliera- 


tions in Skinnerburn-rd. for J. Herring & Co., t 
ber merchants, who’ prepared own plans. Couves 
& Partners, Carliol House, are architects for altera- 
tions to offices in Eljison-pl., for North-Hastern 
Biectricity Board. —C. Solomon, St. Mary’s-p!., New- 





castle, is architect for alterations for Methodist 
hall and Sunday-school at Rye Hil!.—P by 
City A., 18, Cloth-market, for alterations to Central 
Clinic in City-rd., have been approved. 
Newcastle-under-Lyme.—R.D.C. propos: pusing 


sites behind Ravens-la., Bignall End. 

Northants.—E.C. propose sch. for sul-norma 
children at Wellingborough. 

North Riding.—C.C. to build six firemen’s houses 
at Malton, cost £12,400. Cty. A., County Hail, 
Northallerton. _ 

Shields.—Plans being prepared by J. R 
Wallace, 20, Northumberland-sq., for sweet factory, 
offices and warehouses at corner Bird-st., Toll-st., 
for Scott & Son. 

Northumberiand.— Approval has been received bj) 
C.C. for building of cooking depot at Seaton Burn 
cost £21,000. Plans by Cty. 4., C. C. Brown, County 
Hall, Newcastle. 

Nor ind.—Ed. Com. received approval to 
building of sch. at Stobhill, Morpeth, to cost £64,000. 
Pians by Cty, A., County Hall, Newcastle 


_ Northumberland. —C.C. to purchase site a‘ Bell- 
ingham for proposed fire stn.—Approva] has been 
given in principle to E.C.’s plans for erection of 
caretakers’ theuses at six schools.—C.C. to carry out 
extensions at Benton depot, plans being p! ed 


by Cty. A—A. H. Davis & Partners, 28, © 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, have been appointed 
quantity surveyors by C.C. for proposed N int 
sec. mod. sch. 
Nottingham.—T.C. propose sec. sch. at Wil! a 
Ormskirk.—Bents Brewery Co., Lid., Liverpoo 
a hotel at junction Burscough-rd. and © 
rd. 


Otley.—U.D.C. seek approval for layout of 
at proposed Milner-bank site. 
Penrith.—North-Western Elec. Brd. to reco! 


their offices and showrooms at Corn Market, vans 
have been approved. 
Penrith._R.D.C. received approval for erecion 


of groups of four houses at Catterlen, Ivegil!, (roz- 
lin and Skelton, and two each at Melmerby, New ‘on 
Reigny and Blemcarn. 


Prudhoe (Northumberiand).—Gazzani & 
builders, New Bidley-rd., Stocksfield, to erect 
houses at Stocksfield. ' 

Prudhoe (Northumbertand).—U.D.C. _appe!)'<< 
A. H. Davis & Partner, 28, Qsborne-rd.; Newe 
on-Tyne, as quantity surveyors in connection uth 


scheme for 660 houses at West Wylam. Council's 4 

J. M. Angus, 21, Lovainepl., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Radcliffe.-Comm. of St. Philips Missions prom 

po a Os new church at Bolton-rd. estate, £10. 

est. cost. 

, Retford.—R.D.C. applying to Ministry for sa) 

tion to borrow ‘econ a Bn new housine 


schemes as follows : Sutton, 11 honses, £13,900; No" 
manton-on-Trent, 3 houses, 
12 houses, £15,153; Everton, 
borough, 10 houses, £11,937. 


; West Drayto 
8 houses, £10,239; Ola" 
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—B.C. to sell site at junction Kingsway/ 
Kilnrow-rd. to Salford R.C, Diocese for erection of 
school and presbytery. ® 

Roehdale.—W. E. Crabtree, architect, Rochdale, 
proposes adaptation of Clegg Hall as roof-top café. 
Rothbury.—Reavell & Cahill, Lioyds Bank-chbrs., 
Alnwick, are architects for reconstructing premises 
at Rothbury, for Tweedside Industrial Co-op 
Society. 

Rugeley.—U.D.C. propose further 41 houses at 
St. Michael’s estate, Brereton. 

Salford.—_E.C. propose new college of further 
education at junction Water-st./Hardman-st. 
Seaham.—U.D.C. seeks rmission to extend 
Parkside housing estate-—R, Cowan, 20, Finkle- 
st., Stockton-on-Tees, prepared plans for alterations 
to ‘“‘ Noah’s Ark ” public-house, North Railway-st., 
Seaham, and the “George Hotel," The Avenue, 
seaham, for Vaux and Associated .Breweries, Lid. 
-U.D.C, seek loan sanction for £131,366 for erec- 
tion of 100 houses by direct labour on Westlea 


estate. 

y—U.D.C. to negotiate with William 
Whittingham, Ltd., Wolverhampton, for 69 houses 
at Stickley-la. No. 1 Extension. 

Shefheld.—Estates Com. proposes, with Ministry 
consent, to grant leases for sites for building of 
licensed premises; 2,804 sq. yd. in Stradbroke-dr. 
to John Smith’s Tadcaster Brewery, Ltd.. and 2,789 
sq. yd. in Harborough-ave. to Duncan Gilmour & 
Co., Lid.—M. of H. has sanctioned borrowing of 
£74,499 for buying site of former King’s Head 
Hotel, Change Alley. 

South Shieids.—Architect for proposed temporary 
public-house in Mortimer-rd., for W. B. Reid & Co., 
Ltd., The Leazes, Upper Claremont, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, is M. A. Mackenzie, Martins Bank-chbrs., 
Fowler-st., South Shields. 

South Shields.—Ed. Com. to build sch. at White- 
leas, inf. sch. at Green-la., and jun. mixed sch. at 
Green-la. B.E., John Reid. 

South Shields.—T.C. received offers from Essoldo 
Circuit, Ltd., and owners of Regent Cinema, to 
negotiate for site at corner Centenary-ave. /Mars- 
den-rd. for erection of cinema.—T.C. proposes re- 
serving site at Simonside for erection of crema- 
torlum.—Site to be granted to A. J. Wares, Ltd., 
King-st., for factory for making building blocks.— 
N.C.B. to construct weighhouse at Low Staithes, 
Mi}! Dam. 

Staffs.—E.C. received allocation of £900,000 for 
new buildings in 1953/4; main school bldg. pro- 
gramme includes sec. comp. sch. at Tividale, and 
prim. sch. at Wimbourne; reserved programme in- 
cludes sec. comp. sch. at Tividale (stage 2). 

Stanley.—U.D.C. received approval for building 
of 47 houses at Annfield-pl. Plans by S., J. Rout- 
Jedge, Council Offices. 

Stockport.—E.C. seek approval to plans for RC. 
sec. mod. sch., Nangreave-rd. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—T.C. approved in principle 
erection of ‘‘ No-Fines’’ three-storey flats on New- 
town site.—G. Hope, Ltd.. builders, Bishopton-rd., 
Stockton, to erect six houses in Coxwold-rd. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—T.C. propose museum and art 
gallery at Bell Pottery site. 

_Stretford.—B.C. approved plans for 11 houses at 
Edge-la. and Granby-rd. for Littler & Rich, Ltd. ; 

xtensions to offices at Trafford Park-rd. for Skip- 
with, Jones & Lomax, Ltd. ; offices and men’s room 
at 1.001, Chester-rd., for S. & L. Hancock ; sec. sch. 
at Renton-rd. for trustees of the Diocese of Salford. 

underland.— Revised proposals for £50,000 health 
centre on Springwell estate. for T.C., approved by 

M.H Boro’ A., H. C. Bishop, Grange House. 
Stock ton-rd. 

Tamworth.—B.C. seek approval for erection of 
shops and maisonettes at Gillway estate. 

Tipton.—B.C_ propose erection of dwellings at 
Dudley Port side by direct labour.—T.C. approved 
plans for block of shops and flats at junction 
Albion-st./Union-st. 

Tow Law.—U.D.C. applying for sanction to build 
100 houses. Plans by 8., Council Offices. 

Urmston.—1U.D.C. _to sell site at Hayeswater-rd. 
to Emanuel Methodist Church, Eccles, for erection 
of church. 

Waisail._Governors. Great Barr C.E. sch., pro- 
pose extensions, £20,000 est. cost. 

Warrington.—B.C. approved plans, new building 
at Transport Depot, Battersby-la., for British Road 
Services (North-Western Division).-B.C. received 
approval in principle for health clinic and office 
accommodation at Garvenspl.. £37,503 est. cost. 

Warrington.—Extensions proposed at Padgate 
C. of E. Sch., quantity surveyor, F. W. Ashall, 73, 
Sankey-st., Warrington. 
propeen eerasam— Northampton Brewery Co., Ltd. 

Se erection heensed premises ; junction 
Mill-la./Doddington-ridge. =! 

Whitehaven.—Cumberland C&C. 
Science block at College Flatt Walks. 

Wigan.—R.D.C. propose further 90 houses at Gat- 
hurst-la., Shevington. 

Wingerworth.—Lydgate estate has been acquired 
by John Adlington, Ltd., builders, Clay Cross, who 
propose to develop estate of 1,500 to 2,000 houses for 
within oe eet It is hoped tc make a start 
' ne nex months on }, tw Langer- 
ia. and Swathwick-la. Sane Saeee ' 
WwW on.—BC. approved plans for altera- 
— to Ryton Hall, Shifnal, for use as a residential 


Worksop.—R.D.C. propose block of houses at 
Queen’s-rd., Carlton-in-Lindrick. 

_ Wrexham —EC. ge additional accommoda- 
tion at St. Mary’s R.C. sch. in 1953/4 programme. 


propose new 





‘ 
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TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recomme for acceptance, 

§ Denotes accepteg subject to modification. 

$ — accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberdeenshire.—Pians prepared for alterations and 
additions at Sir Arthur Grants sch., Moneymusk 
sch. Tawse & Allan (F.), architects, 43, Union-st., 
West End, Aberdeen: *Allan & Watson, Ltd., Bucks- 
burn, Aberdeenshire. 

Ayr.—Erection of 52 houses on the seventh de- 
velopment of the Craigie housing site. Thomas 
O’Brien (A.), Municipal Offices, High-st., The Sand- 
gate, Ayr: *The Weir Housing Corporation, Ltd., 
Coatbridge. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—14 old people's dwellings on 
Newbarns (south) housing estate, for C.B. J. N. 
Filiteroft, AMICE, MIMunE, B.E. & §S.: *Building 
Manager, Corporation Building Dept., Salthouse- 
r4., Barrow-in-Furness, £19,604. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—Proposed Walney Cty. nursery 
sch., Amphitrite-st., Walney Island, for C.B.. J. N. 
Flitcroft, AMICE, MPMunkE, B.E. & S.: *John Leck 
& Son (Barrow), Ltd., Hindpool-rd., Barrow-in- 
Furness, £27,967. 

Biflingham-on-Tees.—Erection of civil defence 
control] centre, for Durham C.C. Cty. A., G. R. 
Clayton, Court-la., Durham. Builders: *J. & C. 
Oliver, Wingate, £6,500; electrical} work: *Doves 
(Darlington), Ltd., Bondgate, Darlington, £1,363; 
heating and ventilating: *“G. N. Haden & Sons, 
Quayside, Newcastle-on-Tyne, £594. 

Birmingham.— Erection of first stage of teachers’ 
training college at Westbourne-rd., Edgbaston, for 
E.C.: *B. Whitehouse & Sons, Ltd., 247, Monument- 
rd.. Birmingham, £277,067. Billesley gram sch. for 
girls: “Smith Bros. (Construction), Ltd., 261, 
Stratford-rd., Birmingham, £172,850. [Extensions 
at Aldridge-rd. multi-type sch.: *Higgs & Hill, 
Lid., London, £127,984. 

Blyth.—Erection of 124 houses on the Cowpen 
estate, for T.C. B.E., D. W. Foster: “Direct Labour, 
£137,120. 

Biyth.—Erection of civil defence stores at Cam- 
bois: *J. Jackson & Sens, Corporation-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Botton.—Alterations to maternity department at 
District Gen. Hospital: *John Dickinson & Co. 
(Bolton), Ltd., Faircloueh-st., Bolton, £6,138. 

Brighton.—Erection of four-form entry cty. sec. 
mod. mixed sch. on Varndean estate, for EC. 
tRice & Son, Lid., £163,975. . 

B .—~New office accommodation at the Gen. 
Hospital: *Mullen & Durkin, Ltd., 146, Trafaigar- 
st., Burnley, £10,975. 

Carlisle —Works alterations at Denton Holme, for 
William Carrick & Sons, Ltd.: *John Laing & Sons, 
Dalston-rd., Carliste. 

Cartisle.—Erection of 50 “ Easiform” houses at 
Harraby and 33 aged persons’ bungalows at Harra- 
by and Upperby, for City C.: *John Laing & Sons, 
Dalston-rd., Carlisle. : 

Cartisle.—Erection of factory at Petteri! Bank, 
for the Cumberland and Westmorland Workshops for 
the Blind. Architects, Johnston & Wright, 153, 
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Castle-st., Carlisle: ‘John Laing & Sons, Daiston- 
rd., Carlisle, £221,601. ; 

Colne Valiey.—30 houses at Sycamore-ave., Gol- 
car, near Haddersfield, for UDC. Noel H n- 
stall, URIBA, 13%, Armitagerd., Mil e, 
Huddersfield: *Eric Wimpenny, 184, Cowlersiey‘ia., 
Milnsbridge, Huddersfield. 

Cumberiand.—Erection of new clinic at Millom, 
for C.C. Cty. A., J. H. Haughan, 15, Portiand-sq., 
Carlisle: *Shekion & Son, Mi , £10,862. 

Eastbourne.—Erection of the laboratory building 
for Armour & Co., Lid., on.the Brampton-rd. Trad- 
ing Estate: ‘Walter Liewellym & Sons, Litd., 
£171,433. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Erection of civil defence 
control centre, for Dorham CA. Plans by Cty. A., 
Court-la., Durham. Builders: *J..M. Black, Ltd, 
Gien-st., Hebburn, £4,797; electrical work: *A. PF. 
Jemison, Forest Hall, Newcastle, £1,233; heating 
and ventilating: *Norris Warming Co., Westgate- 
rd., Newcastle, £612. 

t ~—A start has been made on factory 
additions on the Team Vailey Trading Estate, for 
Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd. Architects, Cordingley 
& McIntyre, The C , Durham. Foundation 
contractors: *J. R. Rutherford & Sons, Lid. Jes- 
nrond,* Neweastie-on-Tyne; swperstructure and clad- 
ding work: *J. W. is & Co., Lid., 2, Great 
North-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Glasgow.—Pians prepared for several new houses 
and garage at Southbrae-dr. housing site. Norman 
MacFadzean (F.), architect, 137, West Regent-at., 
CGtasgow: *John Lawrence (Glasgow), Ltd., Gias- 
Zow. 

Jarrow.—Erection of civil defence control. centre, 
for Durham C.C. Cty. A., G. R. Clayton, Court- 
ja., Durham. Builders: *Wilkinson & Topping, 
Gateshead, £5,258; electricaj work: *Doves (Dar- 
lington), Ltd., Bondgate, Darlington, £1,367; heat- 
ing and ventilating: *Norris Warming Co., West- 
gate-rd.. Newcastie-on-Tyne, £612. 

L.C.C.--The undermentioned contracts aT 
£2,500 in value have been placed by the L.CL. 
during the period January 23 to February 20:— 

Relaying of surface water main at Central-drive, 
Victoria-drive, F. W. Todman & Son, Lid., £2,566 
Reconstruction of wardamaged conveniences at 
Arcibishops Park, Truett & Steel, Lid., 23,399. 
Repairs and redecoration at Fleet prim. ech., 
Hampstead, J. M. Hill & Sons, Lid., £15,861. Lay- 
ing out of three sites at Foxham-rd,, Islington, 
St. Mary’s (Contractors), Lid., 25,181. Construc- 
tion of foundations and site works for extension of 
Holloway cty. see. sch., F. R. Hipperson & Son, 
Ltd., £23,729. Layout of Fairlop playing fields, 
E. Doe & Sons (Contractor), Lid., £41,267. Elee- 
trical installation at Gordonbrook prim. éch., 
Lewisham, Holliday & Son (Electrical), Ltd, 
£3,664. Reinstatement after fire damage, etc., at 
Balham sec. sch., J. A. Taylor & Sons, Lid., £12,605. 
Electrical installation at Rotherfield prim. sch., 
Islington, C. J. Ferguson & Sons, Lid., £2,701. 
Electrical installation at Forster prim. sch., Isiing- 
ton, C. J. Ferguson & Sons, Lid., £3,237. Adapta- 
tion of ground floor of 11, Charing Cross-rd., West 
minster, for St. Martin’s School of Art, A. N. Coles 
(Contractors), Ltd., £6,124. Mudding-out pond at 
Manor House-gdans., St. Mary’s (Contractorg), Lid., 
£2.96). 

€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended March 7:— 

Building work: A. Richmond & Sons, Retford, 
Notts; E. Taylor & Co., Ltd., Littleborough, Lanes ; 
Y. J. Lovell & Son. Lid., High Wycombe. Hutting 
Henry T. Hill & Son, Ltd., Brookwood, Surrey. 

General maintenance work: F. Shepherd & Son, 
Lid., York; C. M. Campbell, Sutherland; Spelman 
Bros., Ltd., Ilford, Essex; Whyatt (Builders), Léd., 
London, S8.W.16; William . Nicholls, Ltd., 
Gloucester ; H. O. Andrews, Lid., Leeds, 8. Heating 
and ventilating services: W. Richardson & Co., Ltd., 
London, 8.W.1. 

London (British Raifways).—Contracts placed by 
the Eastern Region of British Railways :-— 

Repairs 40 roof of north locomotive shed, 
Grantham Motive Power Depot, R. F. Herron, Ltd., 
Station-parade, Ickenham-rd., Ruislip, _ Middlesex. 
Demolition of Exchange footbridge No. 59D at 
Sheffield (Midland) Station, Samuel Butler & Co., 
Lid., Albion Works, Stanningley, Leeds. Tem- 

rary repairs to roof, Doncaster Carr Motive 
ower Depot, J. Willmott & Sons (Hitchin), Ltd., 
Waisworth-rd., Hitchin, Herts. Office accommoda- 
tion for district outdoor machinery engineer's staff, 
Parkeston Quay, Sadler & Sons, Richmond-rd., 
Ipswich. 

London (British Raitways).—Contract placed by 
the Eastern Region of British Railways :— 

Repairs to, and partia{ reconstruction of, engine 
shed roof, Spital Motive Power Depot, Peter- 
borough: *George Simpson (London), Lid., 5, 
Ebury-st., London, §.W.1. : 

London ( — Police).—Contracts placed 
by Metropolitan Police :— : ; 
“Canteen alterations at Norbury Police Station: 
*Albert Soden, Ltd., 2971. Erection of 12 married 
quarters at 71-75, Chevening-rd. and Okehampton- 
rd., Willesden: *Perrys (Ealing), Ltd., £30,270. 


six married quarters at 28, Victorian-grove, Stoke 
Newington : E. Fairweather & Co., ag tae on 


s- 

i : “Speim Bros., Ltd., £69. 
“qondon (War Dept.i.Coniracts ‘placed by W.D. 
daring w ended February 2:— 
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Yorkshire : 
Lid., York. Wigtownshire - 
Hamiiten, Ltd.. Giasgow. 


Lancashire ; 





Miscellaneous, F. Shepherd & Son, 
Electrical, Claud 


Renewal of 
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floors, Parker Bros., Liverpool 22. Merionethshire : 
Miscellaneous, R. B. Pear (Cardiff), Lid., Cardiif. 
Warwickshire: Reinforced concrete work, Coleman 
& Tyas, Bidfordon-Avon. Shropshire: Hutting 
alierations, Hotchkiss & Townsend, Shrewsbury. 
Sussex : Miscellaneous, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Lid., 
London, W.9. Wiltshire: Painting and decorating, 
Spraycraft & Co., Ltd.. Bromley; Hutting improve- 
ments, James & Cockerell, Ltd., Durrington. 
Dorsetshire : Railway construction, Eagre Construc- 
tion Co., Lid., Scunthorpe. Hampshire : Miscel- 
laneous, FP. Labbett 4 Sons. Nottingham. Wilt- 
shire: Miscellaneous, F. Box & Sons (Bourne- 
mouth), Ltd., Bournemouth. Hampshire: Fencing, 
Durafencing (London), Lid., Southampton. Wilt- 
shire: Erection of water tanks, Horseley Bridge & 
Thomas Piggott, Lid., Tipton. (floucestershire : 
Building, Staverton Builders, Lid., Totnes. 

Manchester.—Conversion of C block into mater- 
nity unit at Barony, Nantwich, for Reg. Hospital 
Brd.: *Cooper Bros. & John Clayton, Ltd., Cathe- 
rine-st., Macclesfield, £7.813. 

M .—Erection of 24 houses at Park 
End, for TC. B.E., J. A. Kenyon: *Premier Dwell 
ings, Ltd., Albert-rd.. Middlesbrough, £32,241. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.-Extensions to the telephone 
exchange at Jesmond: *J. Jackson & Sons, Cor- 
poration-st., Newcastle. 


Newcastie-on-Tyne.—Conversi on of Jesmond Dene 
House into sch. for educationally subnormal girls, 
for EC. City A., G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, 
Newcastle. Quantity surveyors, Curley & Edwards, 
18, Ekdon-sq., Newcastle. Heating and lighting 
consultants, R. W. Gregory & Partners, Pilgrim 
House, Newcastle: *A. Anderson (Contractors), 
Ltd., Stammore-rd., Newcastle, £30,004. 

Newecastle-on-Tyne. —Erection of new Ratherford 
College of Technology, Northumberland-rd., for 
EC. City A., George Kenyon, 18, Cloth- market, 
Newcastle. Heating and electrical engineers: R. W. 
Gregory & Partners, Pilgrim House, Newcastle: 
“Stephen Easten, Ltd. Westgate Hill Grange, New- 
castie-on-Tyne, £127,976. 

Newcastte-on-Tyne.— Erection of nine old people’s 
houses on Section “D” of the Slatyford-la. estate, 
for City C.: “‘Cussins (Contractors), Ltd., The 
Drive, Gosforth, £9,251. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations to include wel- 
fare section and canteen at the post office sorting 
office, Orchard-st.. Newcastle-on-Tyne: *W. Jackson, 
5. Audley-rd., South Gosforth, Newcastle 

Nottingham.—Works for E.C. Second instalment 
of Bestwood sec. gram. sch.: 1G. A. Pillatt & Son, 
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Lid., Quern-rd., Sherwood. Second 'agiaimce if 
William Sharp sec. sch., Bidborough : t Thomas FP. .» 
%, Lamartine-st., Nottingham. : 

Notts.—Additional classrooms and assembly | «| 

refabricated) at Collingham sec. mod. ach. r 
ve “Vic Habam, Ltd., Valley Works, Lanz 

iil. 

Notts.—Works for CC. Adaptations to prem <<s 
at Beech Hill, Mansfield: *Herbert Baggaley, 1-::., 
Baums-la., Mansfield, £10305. Adaptations «5 
South Muskham Prebend, Southwell: *Henry Jan.-<. 
Lid., Station-st. Manefield, £7,690. Adaptations -< 
South Manor, Ruddi *G. Hopewell & = 
Ltd., Lineoln-st., Old astord, Nottingham, £4 2 

Overton.—Erection of six houses: “Heys: 
Building Co., Ltd., Middleton-rd., Heysham. 

Salisbury and Witton.—Erection of 10 houses a: 
the Rediynch (Woodfalis) site: *Reema Const: 
tion, Lid., £13,428. Eight houses at Barford 
Martin: *Reema Construction, Ltd., £11,658 

Shardiow.—% houses at n site 
me *C. E. Mellors, Chaddesden, nr. De 


—% dwellings and site work: 
for R.DA. FE. Barp and Badger: (L/A), Scholars 
la., Stratford-on-Avon. Quantities by F. B. Me» 
Worcester :— 


Avon Building Co., ee Welles- 

bourne a pes woe £56 

C. E. Dyer, Haselor-hill, 
*George Foster, td., Leamington-rd., 

Broadway . BAT 

(abject to. Ministry approval.) 

Sileden.—20 houses at Bradishaw-rd. site 
U.D.C.: *J. Whittingham & Son, Ltd., Sienning! 
rd., Crosefiatts. 

Tavistock.—18 houses for U.DC. Ressingion & 
Fogden, architects, Drake-rd. Quantities | 
Linerdon & Jones, Plymouth: *H. Moore, Exeter-: 
Tavistock, £9,061 (8); *“Margarett & Gloyne, Lt 


; 


Yelverton, Devon, £11,720 (10). 
Uphotland.—Further 44 houses at Highgate esa 
for U.D.: *J. Gaffney & Son, Whelley, Wig 


£61, 36. 
Uttoxeter.—Erection of six houses and sewage «+ 
pew plant at Abbotts Bromley, for R.D.C.: *G. } 
radbury & Co., Ltd., £8,623. 
Wantage.—Erection of four houses at West Ils 


for R.D.C.: *Cooke Bros., Newbury, £5,853 (nego 
ated tender). 

Warri .—12 houses at Long-la., for B-( ‘p 
Cooper, Ltd., Warrington, £16544; 28 maisonet' 


and 12 houses at Orford site: *A. J. Clarke, Fear: 
head, £44,173 (both subject to approval). 

Wigan.—Erection of rehabilitation and phys 
therapy department at Royal Abbert Edward Infi 
ary: *William Townson & Sons, Lid., Higher Swar 
a.. Bolton, £37,694. 

Wortley.—Erection of shops at Lane End esta‘: 
or town, for R.D.C.: *Hill & Roberts, Pars 
age-st., Sheffield, £17,846 
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